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No conversation about the 
heart of the city is complete 
without ajourney into the void. 
By RachelSwan 
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A film festival threatens to send 
the city into arage with a movie 
made on Google Glass. 

By Jessica Nemire 
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LETTERS 


AND THE BEAT 
GOES ON 


Everything connects back to 
housing prices: Great piece, lot of in- 
teresting points made [“Exit Music: 
Musicians Are Leaving San Francisco. 
Can the City’s Legendary Scene Sur- 
vive?” Ian S. Port, feature, 3/12]. My 
brief take is that despite the baleful ef- 


fects on existing entertainment ven- 


“The party-til-you-puke-woo-hoo crowd that has ruined Bay to Breakers, Castro 
Halloween, and other formerly fun occasions will be out in force.” 


SFNATIVE COMMENTING ON “ST. PATRICK'S DAY DUI CHECKPOINTS ANNOUNCED" 


ues, more housing simply must be 
built in S.F. Prices are just too high 
and there is unquestionably a shortage 
of housing. Absent more condos and 
apartments getting built, housing 
prices are never going to get better, in 
the short term they may not anyway. 
Things staying the same is simply not 
in the cards. Guy Carson’s idea of set- 
asides is also a good one that should be 
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discussed more. 

But think about this: For once, 
Oakland is getting a break. As San 
Francisco becomes a slightly less 
boring version of San Jose, Oak- 
land’s becoming the new hub of cre- 
ativity and art. Nothing wrong with 
that. Oakland was long overdue for 
some good fortune. 

Rchrdgrace 


MELTING ICE 


Paying for the long-gone hockey 
team: This just skims the surface 
[“Chapped Asses,” Joe Eskenazi, Sucka 
Free City, 3/12]. What about the staff 
who were let off just days before 
Christmas? How was that for a pres- 
ent? Too many things here that don’t 
make sense. 

bullsnomore 


BLOG COMMENTS 
OF THE WEEK 


Not enough data for an accurate 
representation: Okay, this would be 
really interesting information if it was 
at all accurate [“These S.E Neighbor- 











NEWS COVER STORY 


hoods Contain the Best and Worst 
Tippers,’ Anna Roth, SFoodie, 3/13]. 1 
highly doubt there is enough data to 
make these kinds of claims. Perhaps 
the stores that use Square in Hayes 
Valley are more the types of places that 
tipping is expected? Maybe the hand- 
ful of places in Glen Park that accept 
Square are not? 

Zakmmr 


Who can save the video star?: 
Thanks so much for posting this! 
Argh. If the store has to close, hope- 
fully the collection can be preserved 
[“Be Kind, Don’t Rewind Le Video: 
Let’s All Help the Video Store Stay 
Alive,” Sherilyn Connelly, the Exhibi- 
tionist, 3/13]. Also, please consider 
that not everyone moved here from 
somewhere else. There are many peo- 
ple who didn’t, and we read this paper. 
sjd1 


Another reader doesn't want Le 
Video to close: Thank you, Sherilyn! 
I checked out online options last night 
and it’s slim pickings for slightly lesser 
known titles. It’s even worse for rent- 
ing Blu-ray discs, which are far supe- 
rior to compressed streams (in both 
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audio and video). Le Video really has 
them all, when people want them. 
One can argue it’s inevitable change, 
but this isn’t change — it’s extinction. 
Nothing will replace this service. 
Ragazzu 


Okay with marijuana, just keep it 
to yourself: I’m not totally against 
people who use hash, dabs, and con- 
centrates, but lam damn sick and tired 
of smelling it [“California Cops Want 
to Ban Hash, Dabs, all Marijuana Con- 
centrates,’ Chris Roberts, the Snitch, 
3/13]. Just like cigarettes and so on; I 
would just like it if marijuana users en- 
joyed it in their homes with closed 
windows. No offense, but I don’t want 
to smoke it with them. 

Cest M. 


Party poopers and pukers: St. Pat- 
rick’s Day is one of the worst days out 
in San Francisco [“St. Patrick’s Day 
DUI Checkpoints Announced,” Joe Es- 
kenazi, the Snitch, 3/12]. The party- 
til-you-puke-woo-hoo crowd that has 
ruined Bay to Breakers, Castro Hallow- 
een, and other formerly fun occasions 
will be out in force. 

SFNative 
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ETT SUCKA FREE CITY 


Wild Wild Westtield 


Crime scenes fromamall. 





By Joe Eskenazi 


As the repository of large 
numbers of tourists toting large num- 
bers of large bags, the hulking Westfield 
Mall serves as San Francisco's cathedral 
to retail. It turns out it also serves as a 
bastion of obtaining goods at an even 
lower cost. 

That is, stealing them. 


Anecdotal observations among San 


Francisco police personnel attribute 
around a quarter of the crime reports 
generated within the busy Southern 
Police District to incidents occurring 
in or near Westfield Mall. Hard data 
obtained from the city’s Department 
of Emergency Management bolsters 
that claim. Between 2011 and 2013, 
335,707 calls for assistance were 
made within the district. Of those, 
77,655 — 23 percent — came from 
the Westfield or within a block of it. 
Clearly, being mall cops is a major 
preoccupation of San Francisco’s real 
cops — and a daily logistical grind for 
Southern District Capt. Mike Red- 
mond. There are times, he says, when 
a pair of officers in a squad car will be 


assigned “just to handle those calls for 


service” at the Westfield. As a point of 
comparison, two cars might be devot- 
ed to both Yerba Buena and Treasure 
Islands. On busy days. 


Working with the District Attorney 


to identify repeat offenders — which 
Redmond’s officers do — may lower 


the number of incidents. Independent 


of that, Redmond has a plan to reduce 
the amount of time police officers put 
in at the mall. He’s looking into the 





possibility 

of allowing store 
loss-prevention officers — 

read: security guards — to fill in all 
the paperwork and assume the re- 
sponsibilities normally undertaken by 
police officers handling misdemeanor 
incidents, and shunt the cases directly 
to the DA for possible charging. 

This is already under way, he says, 
in the Seattle area and Sacramento 
County. 

In San Francisco, however, the 
notion of allowing mall cops to 
usurp regular police duties may not 
be an easy sell. “My gut reaction 





is, this is nota 
good idea,” says 
Public Defender Jeff 
Adachi. “You're giving loss-prevention 
officers the power to act as law-en- 
forcement. That’s just going too far.” 
Presumably, newly empowered 
loss-prevention officers would require 
a lot of training. Good thing, notes 
Matt Gonzalez, Adachi’s right-hand 
man at the Public Defender’s Office. 
It’s not unusual, he says, to find cases 
of loss-prevention officers detaining 


Fred Noland 
r - - 


suspects before 
they even leave the store; detaining 
the innocent friends of suspected 
thieves; or to hear “allegations of in- 
appropriate touching.” A plan to ren- 
der unto mall cops the things that are 
real cops’ could, in Gonzalez’s view, 
“get a bit complicated.” 

It appears Redmond and others 
hoping to free up overburdened 
cops may have to do some shopping 
around. 







High Water 
Mark 


Using alittle less than 
a whole lot of water is 
still alot of water. 


The San Francisco Public 
Utilities Commission asked you 
to use less water. And, lo, you're 
using less water. Statistics, toted 
by the PUC, bear this out. 

And yet, as with all things re- 
lated to the drought and water 
use, things grow complicated. 

So, yes, systemwide daily 
usage has dropped 18 percent 
since the agency’s late January 
call for conservation, from 
about 207 million gallons per 
day to 171 million gallons in 
early March. 

But confounding things is 
that the 207 million gallons 
consumed daily in late January 
is far, far more than the daily 
amount of water PUC custom- 
ers were using last year or, on 
average, between 2009 to 2013 
— by some 30 million to 40 mil- 
lion gallons daily. 

Customers’ daily water use in 
early March for the years 2009 
to 2013 averaged out to 174 
million gallons. So, at the PUC’s 
behest, we’ve reduced our con- 
sumption from a high rate to an 
amount a shade below where we 
usually are. 

The real test of our ability 
to conserve will come in April, 
when daily water use typically 
approaches 250 million gallons 
a day en route to damn near 
300 million by mid-July. 

Conserving now is good. 
But, compared to what may 
come, it could be mere drops in 


the bucket. JE 





Late Fees 


millions of tardy dollars. 


Running a slow transit 
service quickly racks up costs. You 
have to deploy that many more 
vehicles to carry the same number 
of fare-paying passengers as a 
faster-moving service. And Muniis 
the slowest transit service in all 
North America. 


a 2012 class-action suit wending 








Muni drivers’ class-action 
Suit may cost the agency 


That slowness may end up cost- 
ing Muni even more, according to 


its way through federal court with 


Muni-like speed, brought by some 
233 drivers representing more 
than 2,000 of their brethren. 

The agency, allege aggrieved 
drivers Darryl Stitt, Tony Grand- 
berry, and Hedy Griffin — lead 
plaintiffs for a cast of thousands 
— pays operators based upon “a 
predetermined amount of driving 


time.” Passengers and drivers alike 


are aware, however, that Muni’s 
schedules rarely match Muni’s 


reality. The operators claim they’re 


not being compensated for inev- 
itable divergences from on-paper 
timetables. 

This inevitability is baked in, 
claim the plaintiffs: Muni “has a 
practice of designing its routes in 


a manner that makes it impossible 
for Operators to stay on schedule.” 
The drivers also claim they’re 

being shortchanged for the time 
they spend performing post-driv- 
ing inspections; time spent trav- 
eling from one bus or train to 
another when switching runs; or 
time spent heading from the bus 
or train depot to wherever they 
parked their cars. 

Drivers hoping to put in for 
unscheduled overtime face a new 
set of challenges. “The unscheduled 
overtime card is so confusing that 
[a Muni management] represen- 
tative could not explain parts of 
it,” claims the suit. When asked, 
during deposition, why that card 


contained six rows, the manager 
replied, “I — honestly, I don’t know 
the answer to that question.” 

Drivers, the suit continues, 
are not compensated for the time 
spent completing these puzzling 
overtime cards. 

Neither Muni nor plaintiffs’ at- 
torney Steven Tidrick would com- 
ment regarding ongoing litigation. 
Several of the hundreds of drivers 
who signed up to allow Tidrick to 
be their standard-bearer told SF 
Weekly the numbers they’re hear- 
ing bandied about constitute “real 
serious money.” 

That was the case across the 
bay, where Tidrick in 2012 earned 
1,382 AC Transit drivers a $7 


million settlement in a similar 
class-action suit; fighting that case 
cost AC Transit upwards of $12.5 
million in total. Suits of this sort, 
in fact, have become something 
of a transit cottage industry: Last 
year Tidrick’s legal partner, Joel 
Young, filed near-identical claims 
against Portland’s Tri-Met transit 
district and the South Bay’s VTA. 
The next stop for their case 
against Muni is a settlement con- 
ference in an Oakland courtroom 
on April 2. A recent clerk’s notice 
informs all parties the event has 
been rescheduled to 2 p.m. sharp. 
Punctuality is advised. As Muni 
knows all too well, tardiness can 
cost you. JE 
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Ci CALIFORNIA DEMS ENDORSE LEGALIZATION, BUT PUSH PROHIBITION. 


Burning 


Down the 
House 


It’s only one item, just a few 
lines in a 21-page document full of bold 
pronouncements and promises. 

And yet, if you knew that the Cal- 
ifornia Democratic Party had had a 
convention at all, you knew it because 
an item pledging support for marijua- 
na legalization, “in a manner similar 
to that of tobacco or alcohol,’ was 
added to the statewide party’s plat- 
form on March 9. 

Sounds a bit ho-hum, now that 
other states are already raking in 
millions on legal marijuana. Yet this 
was a “major shift,” as the Chronicle's 
political writers reported. 

Ever one to seize the moment — 
and to perhaps rub some dirt in the 
eye of Gov. Jerry Brown, who had told 
national media just the week before 
that he wasn’t interested in running 
a state full of “stoners” — Lt. Gov. 
Gavin Newsom intoned that it’s “time 
to step up and step in, and lead once 
again in California” on the issue. 

This should be a big deal. And may- 
be it will be. But not just yet. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 





Because while the California Dem- 
ocrats are trumpeting their support 
for legal weed, other California Dem- 
ocrats are busy writing laws making 
it harder and harder for what legal 
weed there already is to exist. 

And the biggest Democrats in Cal- 
ifornia, like Brown and the ones in 
Washington to whom the president 
listens, are still squarely in the prohi- 
bitionist camp. 

Hard to pursue a platform the 
party bosses don’t support. 


The challenge to step up is resonat- 
ing with the state’s cops. Rather than 
obstructing and undermining efforts 
to regulate medical marijuana, as it 
had done for years, the California Po- 
lice Chiefs’ Association presented its 
own version of regulation (which is, 
the common wisdom dictates, what 
needs to happen before the state can 
catch up with legalized-it-already Col- 
orado). 

Medical weed would be under the 
control of the Department of Public 
Health, doctors writing weed rec- 
ommendations would be regulated 
and scrutinized, and no non-organic 
compounds would be allowed for pot 
farmers. Children would be allowed 
to use CBD-high strains to soothe 
epilepsy. Finally: Points that police 
and potheads could agree on. Not 


just progress — this was huge. 

Or, not. State Sen. Lou Correa’s 
proposal would allow only a Califor- 
nian’s primary care physician, rather 
than the storefront pot doctors, to 
write a weed recommendation. 

In other words, your doctor at 
Kaiser Permanente would choose 
whether to put his or her federal ap- 
proval to prescribe powerful pharma- 
ceuticals at risk in order to get you 
some weed. Doctors would also not 
be allowed to recommend, “under 
any circumstances,” butane hash oil 
or other “concentrates.” 

So no hash and no wax. No going 
completely dumb at the dab bar — 
but quite possibly also no full-extract 
plant oil like Rick Simpson oil, which 
cancer patients swear shrinks their 
tumors away. 

On closer read of Correa’s bill (he 
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is a Democrat, of course), a cop-reg- 
ulated weed industry in California 
would barely resemble the billion-dol- 
lar business we have now and would 
put the brakes on legalization, not 
push it forward. 

In a statement, Assemblyman Tom 
Ammiano, the San Francisco Demo- 
crat who has been trying to legalize 
or at least regulate for five years now, 
said that if Correa’s bill ever got out of 
the Senate, it would be “heavily” mod- 
ified. That sounds good to the weed 
industry... but it also sounds like a 
recipe for more delays. 

It's awful hard to stand ona 
platform your own people are busy 
dismantling. 


In San Francisco, where local politi- 
cians did what the state can’t quite 
seem to figure out and regulated medi- 
cal cannabis almost a decade ago, Dem- 
ocrats are also faithfully making things 
difficult for the weed movement. 








Strict regulations on e-cigarettes 
are being pushed by Supervisor 
Eric Mar. The proposed restrictions 
would prohibit using an e-cigarette 
or cigarette-resembling vaporizer 
anywhere it’s illegal to use a cigarette 
— and these rules would also apply 
to “cigarette-resembling” cannabis 
vaporizers. 

That is: most portable vapes cur- 
rently on the market. 

Why are Democrats trying to ban 
proven harm-reduction techniques 
for tobacco smokers, and sweep up 
cannabis users along with them? 
Because preliminary findings from 
a UC San Francisco study say e-ciga- 
rettes have “some” toxins. Further, 
the nascent vape industry is (like 
any good Tech 2.0 business) utterly 
unregulated, and very attractive 
to teens. 

Or it could be every Tea Partiers’ 
warning come true, a nanny state 
“run amok,” as California NORML 
chief Dale Gieringer put it. He point- 
ed out the sad scene, post-smoking 
ban: park police handing out tickets 
to any and all smokers at a Labor 
Day marijuana event. 

“Whatever happened to San Fran- 
cisco’s reputation for tolerance?” he 
asked. 

Ask the Democrats. But maybe 
ask after November. 

It is, after all, an election year. 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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SPRING IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER ... 
GET AN EARLY START ON YOUR GARDEN! 


2366 San Pablo Avenue - Berkeley, CA 94702 


www.mybpg.com - 510.540.6013 
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We have a great selection of 
seeds & clones in stock. 
Stop in today to get 

your garden started! 
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ELIS) Joc ESKENAZI, YOUR HUMBLE NARRATOR 


A Sport and a Pastime 





San Francisco politics level the playing field and then ban the game. 


There are, your humble nar- 
rator is convinced, parts of McLaren 
Park no one has ever been to before. 
Dinosaurs may yet roam within. 
Jimmy Hoffa could operate a conces- 
sion hawking ice cream to a mysteri- 
ous subterranean civilization. 
Possibilities abound. 

San Francisco is a place in which 
various — and changing — states 
of being exist next to and even 
atop one another. So, it’s fit- 
ting that McLaren’s isolated, 
windswept acres form a con- 
tiguous greenspace with the 
soccer-industrial complex of 
Crocker Amazon Park. Ona 
recent weekend, the latter 
was inundated with a state- 
wide, Under-17 girls’ soccer 
tournament. Five games were 
staged simultaneously; wan- 
dering through the flurry of 
nonstop activity harked to the 
kung fu army training sequenc- 
es in Enter the Dragon. 

It was, truly, a glorious sight. 
Decades ago, coaches at your hum- 
ble narrator’s high school thought 
themselves rather clever by refer- 
ring to soccer as the pastime of 
godless communists. And yet, here 
were teams hailing from California’s 
deep red midsection; places like 
Turlock and Fresno where God is 
not a metaphor and Fox News is 
not considered a comedy program. 
These players demonstrated a deft 
passing touch and field vision one 
would associate with adult leagues 
in places run by regimes. Clearly, 
things have changed. 

In San Francisco, change is a 
concept equal parts polarizing and 
terrifying. Change, and the anxiety 
it spawns, seems to underpin every 
issue now percolating to the surface 
here. This is a city periodically beset 
by seismic events of both the natu- 
ral and man-made variety; now, our 
latest bout of transmutation has 
rendered San Francisco an object of 
fascination and analysis for observ- 
ers worldwide. 

Despite being the focus of far- 
flung international psychoanalysis, 
San Francisco remains unique in 
that its denizens’ day-to-day lives 
will, all but certainly, never include 
interactions with people from else- 
where who fundamentally disagree 
with them. As such, our notions 
about change, even our definition 
of what “change” entails, are pecu- 
liar in their lack of context. 

On and around these soccer 
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fields, how- 

ever, stood plenty 

of people hailing from 

elsewhere. Move the discussion 
past sports and weather, and you'll 
dribble into fundamental disagree- 
ments. 


“Yes, I know you have food. You’re 
a restaurant,” a frustrated Latino 
man in a powder-blue tracksuit 
barked into his iPhone. “That’s not 
why I’m calling you. Can you take a 
party of 30? Tonight?” 

San Francisco has much to offer. 
But those hoping to swing a rea- 
sonably priced sit-down dinner for 
16 soccer players and their parents 
on short notice are likely out of 
luck. A chain restaurant on a wide 
suburban boulevard would seem to 
loom in his future. 

The soccer coach hung up the 
phone abruptly and shook his head. 
He said he has no idea how San 
Francisco residents can exist with- 
out the amenities he enjoys back 
in Fresno: a house with a three-car 
garage, a big truck, isolation, sane 
political views. These, in fact, are 
the things people flock to San Fran- 
cisco to escape. 
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Things that have been banned 
and things that may yet be 
banned still. 


But the ongoing glut of tech-fu- 
eled development and orgiastic dis- 
plays of wealth besetting our city 
have led some to question whether 
San Francisco's status as a bastion 
of liberalism is due to change. 
Short answer: No. Long answer: 
Hell no. 

As is the case with so many 
cities, left-leaning individuals are 
coming here to barricade them- 
selves within ideologically similar 
communities. No matter how 
obscenely wealthy San Francisco 
grows, no matter how many Bit- 
coins it requires to buy toast or cof- 
fee, this city will not transform into 
a haven for people holding out for 
three-car garages and non-Muslim 
presidents. Our municipal elections 
are still dominated by the city’s 
crustiest and most veteran voters. 
And on federal and state issues, the 
double-income-no-kids tech power 
couple is all but indistinguishable 
from the working-class family they 
price out of town and off to parts 
unknown. 
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They may even root for the same 
soccer team. 


San Francisco’s local political 
spectrum, then, is wafer thin. And, in 
a city buffeted by change, the ear- 
marks of liberalism have themselves 
changed. One needn't be an out-of- 
towner pining for a Ford F-150 to 
grow puzzled. Oddly, the au courant 
mark of San Francisco progressivism 
is to legislate away citizens’ personal 
liberties. In recent years, this city has 
effectively banned Happy Meals, 
plastic bags, and the declawing of 
cats. The Board of Supervisors this 
month approved a fatwa against bot- 
tled water on municipal property and 
has set its sights on curtailing access 
to e-cigarettes (the city long ago 
banned the sale of actual cigarettes 
alongside pork rinds and Dr. Oz 
crap medical supplements within 
pharmacies, as these establish- 
ments are in the “health 
business.”) 

The nudity ban so many 
of our progressive stalwarts 
railed against — while, 

yes, supporting the gov- 
ernment’s right to strip 
down your fast food op- 
tions — was the brainchild 
of Supervisor Scott Wiener. 
The development-friendly 
Castro supervisor is the board’s 
most effective legislator, the 
béte noire of city progressives, 
and the master of quality-of-life 
politics centered around address- 
ing the problems of a class of San 
Franciscan that doesn't really have 
all that many problems. Wiener 
is what passes for conservative 
around here. So it’s intriguing that 
he’s the driving force behind going 
into bonded debt to install pedes- 
trian city conveniences such as 
streetlights, taxing soda-drinkers, 
and hitting up property owners 
with a parcel tax to fund trees. 
Strife over corporate shuttles, 
their well-heeled passengers, and 
the city’s ascendant tech barons 
has laid bare the paradox of San 
Francisco: Our most conservative 
residents eagerly want to enable 
change, while our most liberal 
want to freeze the city in a per- 
petual state of yesteryear. Your 
humble narrator’s longtime writing 
partner, Benjamin Wachs, recalls 
William F. Buckley’s “mission 
statement” for The National Review: 
“It stands athwart history, yelling 
Stop, at a time when no one is 
inclined to do so, or to have much 
patience with those who so urge it.” 
It’s hard to argue that’s not 
the position of our city’s left. It’s 
even harder to claim the modern 
master of conservative rhetoric 
hasn't more capably explained the 
ethos of city liberals than they ever 
could. 


Joe.Eskenazi@SFWeekly.com 


The Snatch 


Well aware that 
crime and technology 
don't mix. 


THE GREAT BIKE CAPER 


Of all the awesome things you 
can get on Craigslist — dirty 
panties, leftover pizza, and 
toe-sucking roommates — your 
stolen bike is by far the best find. 
A local BART rider was pretty 
stoked to find her $900 bike for 
sale on Craigslist, enough so that 
she formed a plan to get her ride 
back and nab the crook while she 
was at it. After contacting BART 
police, the 44-year-old Oakland 
woman then contacted the seller 
and made arrangements to buy 
her own bike. BART cops 
coached her through the process, 
explaining how she could dis- 
guise herself and remain calm 
during the transaction. When 
the victim met up with the seller, 
she gave a hand signal, alerting 
BART cops that it was time to 
move in. The seller was immedi- 
ately arrested without incident 
and charged with being in pos- 
session of stolen property. He 
was also charged with possession 
of narcotics, an outstanding war- 
rant out of Reno for $25,000, 
probation violation, and posses- 
sion of forged identification. Ac- 
cording to BART police, the 
suspect admitted he knew the 
bike had been stolen. The victim 
positively identified the bike as 
hers and used her key to success- 
fully unlock the bike equipment. 
So there’s your feel-good story 
for the day. 


SELFIE-INFLICTED 
WOUND 

Two of Balboa High School stu- 
dents are in serious trouble over 
a selfie posted to Facebook in 
which the two teens posed for a 
picture — in the school bath- 
room, of course — with a loaded 
handgun. It’s unclear how police 
determined that the gun was 
loaded when the two boys took 
the picture. But that gun and 
other weapons found at the 
boy’s home — all of which be- 
longed to an older relative — 
have all been confiscated. Cops 
determined that they had 
brought the gun to school for 
the sole purpose of the lavatory 
photography opportunity. Fol- 
lowing their arrest, the boys 
have yet to be charged with any 
crimes. They do face “manda- 
tory expulsion,” however. 


For more news, go to 
blogs.sfweekly.com/thesnitch. 
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“l’ve had ADHD forever. 
Now | have health 
insurance, too. 


Enrique Q. 





Are you? Get insured at CoveredCA.com | 800-300-1506 


Enrique was diagnosed with ADHD, and getting proper care was an ongoing 
struggle. Now, thanks to Covered California, his coverage is affordable, and he 


can no longer be denied insurance because of his pre-existing condition. Just visit 





CoveredCA.com to find someone in your community who can help you enroll. 
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Though there are many con- 
tenders, the distinction of dirtiest street 
in San Francisco belongs to St. George 
Alley. It lies at the cusp of North Beach, 
flanked by cigar clubs and expensive pa- 
ella restaurants, a swank cosmetology 
school, and the Academy of Art — all 
signs of ballooning wealth in the city. 
But the alley itself is strewn with 
bunched-up napkins, beer bottles, a dis- 
carded towel warmer from a barber 
shop, ominous puddles, and worse 
things besides. 

St. George Alley illustrates, for 
those willing to visit it, that a city 
harboring the world’s most advanced 
companies is still plagued by the same 
problems that beset medieval Europe. 
The worst urban conditions befoul 
the footpath of the most well-heeled 
residents. The inability of the city 
to adequately solve the Great Waste 
Issue is yet another way of getting at 
just who, exactly, the city is for. So get 
comfortable: The conversation over 
the economic shifts in San Francisco 
has included luxury high-rises on 
Market Street, cafes and boutiques on 
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Valencia, evictions all over town, and 
toast. Now, to complete the circle, we 
must discuss toilets. 

Or, really, public restrooms. Which, 
like housing, are the canary or the ba- 
rometer or the inkblot telling us how 
the city feels about the people in it. 

The prospect of a truly democratic, 
general-purpose toilet has long eluded 
city officials. Utilitarian, New Deal-era 
restrooms were designed for every- 
one, followed by similar visions for 
one true People’s Toilet. San Francisco 
being San Francisco, things have since 
gotten weird. The green, bunker-like 
JC Decauxs have been monopolized 
by drug addicts; older facilities have 
been padlocked; restroom-construc- 
tion costs have skyrocketed as only 
S.F. construction costs can. And now, 
of course, tech start-ups have come 
along to disrupt the peeing industry. 

Dolores Park’s current renovation 
will include a Parisian-style pissoir 
where the IPA-infused waste of 
park-goers can be funneled back into 
an eco-friendly irrigation system. 
Meanwhile, a urinal in the Tenderloin 


that feeds into a bamboo garden will 
endure the harshest tests a urinal 
can face. Increasingly, San Francis- 
co’s public restroom demands are 
getting innovated, tricked-out, and 
reconceptualized beyond the stain- 
less-steel-and-concrete dreams of ear- 
ly-20th-century utopians. And at long 
last, libertarian ideals of total bowel 
deregulation and complete personal 
bladder authority (beyond the reach 
of government plumbing) have been 
achieved by sharing-economy services 
like New Orleans-based start-up Airp- 
np, which allows residents to rent out 
their bathrooms for up to $10 a pop. 
Of course, like everything else in 
San Francisco, it turns out that pot- 
ties have long been lashed to political 
debates. In a city that’s constantly 
reimagining itself, a restroom isn't 
just a place to pee, after all. It’s part 
of a larger dialogue about who owns 
the public space. It’s a piece of archi- 
tecture that’s at once public and inti- 
mate, where the landed gentry have to 
squat right alongside the city’s poor. “I 
think as you see a more stratified city, 
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obviously the restrooms are gonna 
become more politicized,” former Su- 
pervisor Chris Daly says, remember- 
ing years of public-restroom football 
in City Hall. 

For at least a decade, bathrooms 
have stood in for the city’s anxieties 
about homelessness, public utilities, 
and the changing economy. They’ve 
created fault lines and frenemies, 
they've cost untold millions of dollars. 
(The tab for this year’s renovation of 
a particularly infamous Portsmouth 
Square lavatory comes to $1.13 mil- 
lion). They’ve become porcelain tea 
leaves through which we can analyze 
the city’s development, and proxies 
for all of its battles. Scoff or turn away 
at the door, but it’s undeniable: Toilets 
have been markers for civilization 
since long before even the venerable 
coffee bar, and understanding the city 
now is just a flush away. 


An amateur historian could infer 
volumes about any San Francisco ep- 
och by analyzing its restroom architec- 
ture. Most of the barracks-style johns 


in neighborhood parks were built 
during the Depression by a labor force 
employed through Franklin D. Roos- 
evelt’s Works Progress Administration. 
Most of those structures were con- 
crete, and utilitarian, though a few had 
decorative adornments. Frank Triska, 
a former Recreation & Park volunteer 
who sat on the department’s (ridicu- 
lous, though inevitable) Restroom Task 
Force in 2009, says one playground 
bathroom in the Sunset District stood 
out for craftsmanship, with its arched 
doors and tiled roof. 

“Tt has sort of a cottagey look,” Tris- 
ka muses. “The others look like bun- 
kers where you'd store war material.” 

Restrooms of an older vintage 
were built to last — one need only 
look at the two “Public Convenience 
Centers” on the Great Highway, 
which date to a pre-WWII era when 
words like “outhouse” and “water 
closet” were too profane to put on 
public signage. Though they didn’t 
hew to any particular aesthetic move- 
ment, Triska says, most had sturdy 
masonry and ceramic or por- >» p12 
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celain fixtures. The ones by the Great 
Highway are impressively large, with 
Tonic columns built into their facades 
and high ceilings that bathe the in- 
terior spaces with natural light. They 
are tiled like the floors of a Vermeer 
painting, with the actual facilities 

— several urinals and some toilets — 
clustered in one corner to make the 
room look even bigger. 

Owing to the politics of the time, 
these marvelous citadels were possi- 
ble because they were substantially 
cheaper than today’s bathrooms. San 
Francisco’s top-down government 
structure of the early 20th century 
wasn't encumbered by democratic 
ideals, or edicts to serve everyone, 
or directives to incorporate com- 
munity input in the design. The city 
didn’t have to meet disability law 
requirements or hire well-compen- 
sated union labor, or pass muster 
with both the Park commission and 
the Arts commission. Old-school 
construction process lacked utopian 
pretensions. But then, it didn’t need 
to accommodate a cacophony of op- 
posing views. 

Nearly a century later, poli- 
tics and city bureaucracies have 
transformed dramatically. Rising 
maintenance costs shuttered many 
bathrooms, while disproportionate 
social services led to a boom in the 
homeless population. There were 
fewer public restrooms to accom- 
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modate a greater need for them. St. 
George Alley and other unfortunate 
streets bore the brunt. 

The economics of toilet design had 
to change. 

In 1995, San Francisco ham- 
mered out a deal with a French 
advertising company, JCDecaux, 
to furnish 25 self-cleaning toilets 
along the downtown corridor. Squat 
and olive green, they promised to 
cheaply meet the city’s utopian 
aspirations. Anyone could pump in 
a quarter, open the door, use the 
toilet, and watch as the machine 
sealed itself shut for a mysterious 
60-second cleaning cycle in which 
the JCDecaux hosed all its surfaces 
and blasted itself with disinfectant. 

In a city bedeviled by change, the 
French toilets seemed like a miracle. 
Tourists, homeless people, and shop- 
pers on Market Street would all pee in 
the same hole, and JCDecaux would 
deputize its own maintenance crew to 
clean up every morning. The French 
company charged nothing for its 
boxy toilets, which resembled big oil 
drums or artillery bunkers, because 
they also served as advertising kiosks. 
The company rented that signage and 
pocketed the revenue. 

But it didn’t take long for a foreign 
toilet with lofty aspirations and good 
business sense to fall into ill repute. 
The JCDecauxs became known as 
“20 minute hotels” for prostitutes 
and drug users. Vagrants slept inside; 
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addicts wedged knives beneath the 
doors to keep cops from getting in. 

“Te actually seen shit on the 
floors,’ a homeless vet named Peter 
Skelley says, rattling off the other in- 
iquities he’s witnessed in those shiny 
European johns: people cooking up 
dope or shooting heroin. 

Granted, his horror stories pale 
in comparison to a JCDecaux main- 
tenance man at Fifth and Market 
streets, who easily recalls the worst 
thing he’s seen: “A dead body. From a 
drug overdose.” 

The JCDecaux toilets have come 
to represent a form of cheap civic be- 
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neficence — a way for San Francisco 
to feel it was aiding its downtrodden 
at a time of budget austerity. And 
their structures convey as much: 
big, can-shaped bunkers with glossy 
panes for advertisers. 

It only took a small margin of the 
population to ruin the democratic re- 
stroom model for everybody else. But, 
as is often the case in San Francisco 
politics, that small sliver wielded a 
lot of influence. Toilets quickly came 
to illustrate all manner of livability 
issues, and the utopian dream of 
tourists sharing clean, cottagey space 
with their homeless counterparts 


An average day in 
St. George Alley, 
‘San Francisco's 
filthiest back street. 





Photography by Mike Koozmin 


withered away. The restrooms of San 
Francisco had failed as a utopian ex- 
periment; they were commandeered 
by a small minority but inaccessible to 
the masses. 

And still, the streets grew fouler. 


Erstwhile Supervisor Chris Daly 

never asked to become a stalwart for 

public defecation, but in 2002, he be- 

came a defender of shit-by-association. 
“It wasn’t a position I wanted 

to defend,” he says, recalling how 

he landed on the wrong side of the 

public poop debate, and how it soiled 

his subsequent political campaigns. 
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Daly felt he had no choice. Another 
former supervisor, Tony Hall, had 
drafted a comprehensive plan to 
combat homelessness downtown, 
which included an ordinance against 
defecating in public. 

“You couldn't even walk along any 
of the downtown streets without 
smelling urine,” Hall says, explaining 
that the city had padlocked many of 
its neighborhood restrooms to cut 
costs and save manpower — even if, 
as Hall argued, it costs just as much to 
power-wash the streets. 

Restroom austerity begot filthier 
streets, Hall notes, but it was hard to 
crack down on the itinerant defeca- 
tors if you weren't giving them a place 
to do their business in the first place. 
Daly certainly wasn’t having it. 

“He would push back on anything 
that counted as discipline for the 
homeless,” Hall says, recalling that the 
two supervisors eventually compro- 
mised, and co-authored an ordinance 
with then-Supervisor Gavin Newsom. 
It included a fine for anyone caught 
copping a squat, and a provision 
requiring the Department of Public 
Works to keep up-do-date web listings 
of available restroom facilities. 

“If you give [the homeless] a place 
to go, they should use it,” Hall sur- 
mises. “And if they don’t, they should 
be penalized. It’s an affront to people 
using the public streets.” 

Robert Freedman, a 50-year-old 
homeless man in SOMA, might say 


Proving that no city service 
comes cheap, the renovation of 


the Portsmouth Square restrooms 


comes to $1.13 million. 


it’s not so simple. Freedman’s worst 
call-of-nature calamity happened last 
year, in the dead of night, in an alley 
on Natoma Street. He’d just finished 
relieving himself when a beat cop 
sneaked up behind him. 

“He said, ‘Clean up that shit or you 
go to jail,” Freedman recalls, his eyes 
narrowing angrily. “I said, ‘How am I 
gonna do that? I don’t got a broom or 
nothing. And he said, “Use your shirt.” 

Freedman’s altercation with the 
cop occurred just blocks away from 
the coin-operated JCDecaux toilet at 
Powell Street. But in a neighborhood 
where the public toilets are just squal- 
id enough that most homeless people 
say they'd prefer to pee between 
cars, it didn’t seem that shocking. 
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During the day, Freedman uses the 
bathrooms at Hospitality House Sixth 
Street Drop-in Center, one of several 
Hospitality Houses scattered through- 
out the Tenderloin. But those close at 
5 or 7 p.m., he says, and at night he 
has fewer options. Freedman stuffs 
wads of toilet paper in his pockets, 
just in case. 

“It’s obviously an issue not only for 
the homeless people, but for people 
watching the homeless defecate in 
their doorways,” Hospitality House’s 
development director Daniel Hlad 
says, adding that he and other service 
providers have no way to fix the prob- 
lem. “We can’t stay open 24 hours,” 
Hlad explains. “If we had unlimited 
funding I’m sure we could. But given 
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our current capacity, this is what we 
can do.” 


Eventually, Hall and other politi- 
cians managed to persuade the city to 
reopen many of its park restrooms, 
which helped curtail waste problems 
while shunting the burden over to San 
Francisco Rec & Park. Thus, another 
agency with limited resources was dis- 
patched to manage the city’s most 
well-trafficked and wretched lavatories. 
Hall deemed it a common-sense deci- 
sion, but he recalls that some Rec & 
Park bureaucrats cried foul. They didn’t 
have enough personnel to beautify 
johns that might have languished since 
the Depression, let alone clean up the 
ones serving high-density areas like 
Portsmouth Square. 

In 2008, the department, already 
saddled with a $2 million dollar back- 
log from deferred maintenance costs 
— and run-down facilities throughout 
the city — sent perky mailers out to 
the residents of San Francisco, each 
featuring a map of the city dotted by 
35 stars and a picture of the new bun- 
galow-style john that city officials in- 
stalled in the Panhandle in 2007. The 
Panhandle potty included a shingled 
roof, skylights, open-air grated doors, 
and forest-green tiled trim — and at 
$531,219 cost nearly as much as a 
small house in the Excelsior. Plumbing 
renovations, ADA enhancements, and 
union construction all contributed to 
the overall tab. Scrutiny from multiple 


Wt 


city agencies ensured that the new 
john would be a utility, an equalizer, 
and a thing of beauty, all wrapped into 
one costly package. It was a harbinger 
of the times. 

The mailer, proudly displaying the 
new utopian crapper, exhorted voters 
to pass ballot Proposition A, the $185 
million parks bond that earmarked 
$11.4 million for bathroom renova- 
tion. Voters obliged, perhaps not real- 
izing that restrooms cost as much as 
residential real estate in San Francisco. 
The Panhandle john was no outlier. 

The new crop of restrooms in 
San Francisco are well-maintained 
and fabulously expensive, though a 
$531,000 privy might not shock a 
citizenry already numbed by $4 toast 
and $5 drip coffee and exorbitantly 
priced boutiques on Valencia. They’ve 
come to symbolize a strange cultural 
moment for San Francisco, when the 
city’s long-held do-gooder sentiments 
are butting up against its obsession 
with high-tech gadgetry, and its desire 
to garnish everything — even toilets 
— with aesthetic frills. 


Nouveau restroom design in San 
Francisco might best be encapsulated 
by the new Dolores Park rehabilitation 
project, which will serve tens of thou- 
sands of weekend loungers on 16 acres 
of lumpy, manicured grassland. For 
anyone who's spent a weekend drinking 
on those sun-dappled hillocks, the line 
snaking behind the park's con- >» p14 
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crete clubhouse is a familiar sight. Add 
to that a tried-and-true law of human 
behavior — that the urge to pee ina 
bush rises with the amount of beer con- 
sumed. Such circumstances have led 
many a well-preened citizen to indulge 
his baser instincts. 

As a result, parts of the city’s most 
park for the most upwardly mobile 
residents smell like some of the alley- 
ways downtown. 

“Public urination has been a sig- 
nificant problem along the western 
edge of the park,” Rec & Park project 
manager Jake Gilchrist says, explain- 
ing that the clubhouse restrooms were 
too small and remote to accommodate 
people who hang out in the southwest 
corner by 20th and Church streets, af- 
fectionately known as the Gay Beach. 
Many of those folks were peeing on 
the Muni tracks. 

Park caretakers are determined to 
rectify that problem. 

Over the next several months, Rec- 
reation & Parks will lavish some $12.4 
million on amenities for the area, part 
of the 2008 parks bond. ‘The list of 
enhancements includes new tennis 
courts, new irrigation systems, and 
new, intelligently outfitted restrooms 
to replace the ones in the clubhouse, 
which will soon be razed. 

The two 1,300-square-foot bath- 
rooms set to go up on either side of 
the park offer enough restroom real 
estate to fit 31 toilets, park officials 
say — 14 for women, five for men, 
eight urinals, and four unisex stalls. 

But the park’s most talked-about 
piece of toilet architecture will crown 
the top of the hill. Called the “pPod,” 
it’s a stark, minimalist structure 
modeled after the Parisian pissoir 
— nothing more than a drain hole 
and modesty panel to hide the user’s 
mid-section. The panel, composed of 
2-inch mesh screen rather than cor- 
rugated steel, will harbor vines and 
trellising plants, turning the pPod 
into a thing of (relative) beauty. It’s 
the next stage in bathroom evolution 
and, like its forebears, tells us a lot 
about who we are now. 

In fact, the pPod illuminates S.F. 
cultural sentiments even more than 
its bigger, costlier contemporaries. It’s 
the iPad of urinals — sleek, ascetic, 
indomitably practical and, new to the 
S.F. restroom vision, equipped with 
features that match the city’s environ- 
mental sensibility (peeing back into 
the earth) and its Francophile aspira- 
tions. San Francisco has a long history 
of poaching concepts from the French: 
After the Gold Rush, our scrappy city 
tried to repackage itself as “The Paris 
of the West;” more than a century 
later, ex-mayor Gavin Newsom prom- 
ised to turn a newly gentrified Market 
Street into our own Champs-Elysees. 

Incidentally, the pissoir will likely 
be a more flattering form of imita- 
tion. Bucking another trend, it’s a 
cheap $15,000. 

Only one other futuristic San 
Francisco toilet could possibly up- 
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stage the pPod. Called the “PPlanter,” 
it’s a wonder of science and urban 
planning: part toilet, part bamboo 
garden, outfitted with pipes that 
pump urine and faucet water into 

an airtight tank, clean it through a 
bio-filter, and feed it to the plants. 
Engineers from Oakland’s Hyphae 
Design Laboratory pilot-tested the 
idea last year on Ellis Street, near 
the back entrance of Bodecker Park 
in the Tenderloin (which, as any 

San Francisco resident can attest, is 
ground zero for toilet R&D). They 
hope to launch a new iteration this 
year in partnership with the North of 
Market/Tenderloin Community Ben- 
efit District, and a proposed budget 
of $160,000 for the entire project — 
mostly deriving from grants. 

The next phase, officially chris- 
tened the Tenderloin Ecological Toilet 
Project, will comprise a toilet, two 
urinals, a sink, a wheelchair ramp, 
and vines or trellising plants — all 
configured to fit within two parking 
spaces. Its gray-water flushing system 
will erase foul odors while its foliage 
will add a “beautification element,” 
according to Susie McKinnon, associ- 
ate director of the community benefit 
district. McKinnon compares the 
Ecological Toilet Project to parklets 
that have popped up around San 
Francisco, converting paved streets 
or parking spaces into greenery. It’s 
a waste repository with bold aims. 

Its components — all wrought from 
scavenged industrial materials — ap- 
ply high-minded ecological ideals to 
primordial human behaviors for those 
who need it most. 

It transforms pee into garden 
mulch. Its elaborate title bespeaks a 
noble calling. 

In a city obsessed with innovation 
— app-based car services, Airbnb 
hotels, bridges that double as art proj- 
ects — it’s little surprise that some- 
one turned toilets into architecture. 
These new crappers mirror the city’s 
preoccupations with environmental- 
ism, social good, and urban renewal, 
infusing the most basic human need 
with a raison d'etre. A PPlanter is the 
kind of thing you could field-test in 
the Tenderloin and then exhibit on 
the Playa at Burning Man. 


The Dolores Park pPod: 
a thing of (relative) beauty. 
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That said, it’s unclear whether 
these high-concept water closets can 
withstand all the abuse that’s beset 
the JCDecaux boxes. Bathrooms are 
“site-specific,” and heavily influenced 
by their environments, Gilchrist says. 
A pissoir might serve as a hipster 
urinal in the Mission District, and a 
crack den when it’s redeployed in the 
alleyways downtown. 

The city’s most imaginative and 
cost-effective bathrooms may not be 
able to serve everyone. They might 
even be able to serve a segment of the 
population that needs them most. 
But in San Francisco, the toilet finds 
a way. 


At midnight on a balmy Saturday in 
September, Doniece Sandoval stepped 
in the shower for the first time in five 
days. A handsome woman with ele- 
gantly arched eyebrows and plati- 
num-streaked hair, she’d spent the 
better part of the week in shower absti- 
nence, relying on body wipes and store 
bathrooms. Sandoval devised a demon- 
stration to drum up support for her 
mobile shower project, Lava Mae, 
which rehabs old Muni buses and 

turn them into roving lavatories for 
the homeless. 
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Last year, Sandoval secured her 
first scrapped bus from the SFMTA 
and launched a $75,000 crowdfund- 
ing campaign to gut and retrofit it. As 
word got out, more donations came 
in. Now, Sandoval’s first bus is parked 
in a maintenance yard in Sacramen- 
to, where workers are installing two 
washrooms with showers, and a seat 
for people to change their shoes and 
socks. Sandoval hopes to debut it in 
the Mission and Bayview districts this 
spring, pumping in water from fire hy- 
drants, cleaning it with a disinfectant, 
and draining it back into the catch 
basins in the streets. She still needs 
about $75,000 to finish the rehab, at 
which point she'll ask SFMTA to do- 
nate three more junkers. 

If the Lava Mae pilot works out, 
Sandoval hopes to raise enough mon- 
ey to put three more buses on the 
road. Neighborhoods famous for their 
fetid smells would suddenly be awash 
in public restroom infrastructure — 
which, Sandoval says, would spare 
those streets that have suffered so 
many years of abuse. 

“There are 25 JCDecaux public toi- 
lets in the city, and as wonderful as it 
is to have them, they have problems,” 
she says. “People sleep there, they 
don't lock, people get caught inside if 
they don’t leave in time for the [auto- 
mated] cleaning.” San Francisco has 
a poop problem, Sandoval continues, 
but the homeless aren't the ones at 
fault. “You just have to imagine how 
degrading it is for someone, when na- 
ture calls and they don’t have a place 
to go.” 

Or their place to go is a side street. 
St. George Alley, the filthiest street 
in San Francisco, is a by-product of a 
political system that hasn't found a 
true utopian solution. Maybe because 
there is no single People’s Toilet. 

This dissatisfaction is what’s cre- 
ated the split: On one side are entre- 
preneurs like Sandoval, who want to 
repurpose old institutions like Muni 
buses into the toilets for the home- 
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A rendering of Lava 
Mae's bathroom for 
the people. 


less; on the other is Airpnp, the Lou- 
isiana-based restroom-sharing start- 
up that infiltrated San Francisco. 

Airpnp, a company modeled after 
the room-rental service Airbnb, allows 
residents to rent out their private 
restrooms via a website. Thus far, 
listings have cropped up for an apart- 
ment bathroom in the Marina, whose 
owners regale their clientele with in- 
cense sticks and old copies of Popular 
Science magazine ($5 per squat), and 
a pair of bathrooms in Oakland with 
copious supplies of Cottonelle tissue 
($3). An Airpnp at 20th and Guerrero 
had to remove his listing because he 
got too many calls. 

“It’s like Uber,” Airpnp co-founder 
Max Gaudin says, explaining that the 
current, primitive system is just a web- 
site that broadcasts local toilets-for- 
hire, but the next phase will feature a 
mobile payment app. In essence, it will 
privatize a system that’s long been the 
domain of public agencies, offering 
San Franciscans with smartphones 
and credit cards the chance to enjoy a 
new adventure in urinating. 

Peeing on a bus, in bamboo, or in 
some entrepreneur's flushable gold- 
mine: The range of options has never 
been wider, or weirder, or more telling 
of the fact that the city’s heart follows 
its bladder. As the toilet economy 
keeps blossoming from its New Deal 
origins, better, stranger, costlier (or 
cheaper) models will evolve. Cultural 
divisions will deepen. More private 
homeowners and entrepreneurs will 
commandeer what was once a public 
utility to serve rich and poor in the 
way that unites us all. You can already 
recognize the city’s various dialogues 
in the bathroom options being in- 
stalled throughout its neighborhoods. 

That’s something to think about, 
the next time you're standing in line 
with your legs crossed: You came for 
simple relief, but the room itself can 
never rest. 


Rachel.Swan@SFWeekly.com 
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THU 3/20 


Film Festival 


FOREVER YOUNG 


If there’s one through-line in the work 
of prolific Portland-based filmmaker 
Lance Bangs, it’s an abiding interest in 
young people's potential. Bangs’ com- 
mercial work includes one spot for MTV 
encouraging hip and horny millennials 
to get STD tests, and another, for a 
White House initiative combating 
America’s lifespan-shortening epidemic 
of physical inactivity, with little kids 
adorably explaining how they'll make 
the most of healthy years. But Bangs 
isn’t known for his commercial work so 
much as for his vast catalog of music 
videos and related documentaries — for 
being, as is sagely observed in the offi- 
cial announcement of his two-day Roxie 
residency, a filmmaker involved in “ev- 
erything cool from the last 25 years, ba- 
sically.” One such cool thing was the 


Louisville rock band Slint, whose explor- 
atory late-’80s hardcore seemed impos- 
sibly precocious, both for being ahead of 
its time and for being made by young 
teenagers. The band’s 1991 album Spid- 
erland, a sort of post-rock Rosetta Stone, 
came out before its members were old 
enough to drink but after they'd already 
broken up and vanished into their own 
mystique. Bangs’ new documentary 
Breadcrumb Trail takes it from there. 
He'll show it tonight, then dip into his 
vast catalog on Friday with a program 
called Lance Bangs: Immortal Volume 1. 
To some of us, immortality might seem 
like too bold a claim to make, but not to 
the forever young. 

Breadcrumb Trail plays at 7:15 and 
9:45 tonight, and Lance Bangs: Immor- 
tal Volume 1 plays at 7:30 p.m. Friday, 
March 21, both with the filmmaker 
in person, at the Roxie Theater, 3117 
16th St., S.F. Tickets are $10; call 863- 
1087 or visit roxie.com. Jonathan 
Kiefer 


SAT 3/22 


Book Fair 


ANARCHIST 
LITERATURE 


You've just finished writing your short 
story, “My Landlord is an Algorithm,” 
about futuristic Bay Area gentrification. 
And you said a lot of the things you 
wanted to say, but you feel like there’s 
something more you could do. Or: You 
want to colonize the vacant lot down the 
street from your group home and turn it 
into a shared community garden space 
and/or open-air art gallery-slash-print 
shop and weekend bicycle collective, but 
you re not quite sure how to feel about 
that, because colonization is bad, bicy- 
cles are good — you just really need to 
talk this out. Go to the Anarchist Book 
Fair (it’s the 19th annual BAABF — it 
used to be held in San Francisco, but it’s 
been priced out). With sessions on occu- 
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pying farms, decolonization, defending 
oneself against surveillance, and a gen- 
trification forum, you will have ample 
opportunity to voice your concerns and 
opinions, hear from others, and most 
importantly, get that collective momen- 
tum going so that things can happen. 

The Anarchist Book Fair is Satur- 
day from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at The Cru- 
cible, 1260 Seventh St., Oakland. For 
a full schedule and information, visit 
bayareaanarchistbookfair.wordpress. 
com. Emilie Mutert 


TUE 3/25 


Dance 


MEN EN POINTE 


For the past 40 years, Les Ballets 
Trockadero de Monte Carlo has rede- 
fined the drag game with its hilarious 
ballet parodies. The all-male corps de bal- 
let has perfected its romantic era guise, 


WEEK OF MARCH 20-26, 2014 
SFWEEKLY.COM/CALENDAR 


Read On | 
p.26 


with rounded, delicate arms and de- 
murely tilted hairy chests that peek out 
from the tops of tutus. The performers, 
or “Trocks,” each have two stage alter 
egos: one male, one female. Take Ida Ne- 
vasayneva (played by Paul Ghiselin) for 
example, a socialist ballerina who be- 
came a national heroine after dancing 
her way through a minefield to throw an 
explosive toe shoe into a capitalist bank. 
Her male counterpart, Velour Pilleaux, 
claims to have risen to fame by perform- 
ing with war criminals too feared to 
name. The troupe pokes fun at the silli- 
ness of classical ballet without mocking 
it — these are some seriously talented 
performers who can tackle steps that 
are considered a feat for even the most 
accomplished prima ballerina. 

Cal Performances presents Les Bal- 
lets Trockadero at 8 p.m. at Zellerbach 
Hall, 2499 Bancroft Way, Berkeley. 
Tickets are $24-$68; call 510-642- 
9988 or visit calperformances.org. 
Laura Jaye Cramer 
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LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs and Calendar Editor John Graham by 
e-mail (Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), 
or mail (225 Bush St. 17th Floor, S.F., CA 94104). 
To change an existing listing call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our completel listings of local events - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


111 Minna Gallery. New Work by Eddie Colla, Hugh 
Leeman, and D Young V: This exhibit featuring three 
local street-art standouts promises to be one of 
2014's most memorable gallery collaborations — a 
kind of all-star gathering where the art and the 
attitude go hand-in-hand. Mondays-Fridays. Con- 
tinues through March 29. 111 Minna, San Francisco, 
974-1719, www.111minnagallery.com. 

1AM Gallery. A Major Minority: An Intercontinental 
Survey of Othercontemporary Urban Art: Over 
100 artists from nearly 20 countries contributed 
to this large urban art roundup curated by Poesia. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through April 
12. 1000 Howard St., San Francisco, 861-5089, 





THU 3/20 


Dance 


NATURAL CHAOS 


www.lamsf.com. 

4x5 Gallery. Pavel Tereshkovets: White Silence: 
Photographs portraying vulnerable female models 
inremote, isolated settings. Through April 12. 442 
Haight, San Francisco, www.4x5gallerysf.com. 

a.Muse Gallery. The Fabric of Space: Geometry as 
Muse: Group show featuring shapes, patterns, and 
abstractions by Gina Borg, Clare Judith Bowers, 
Rachel Duvall, Ali Swearingen, and Victoria Wagner. 
Through April 7. 614 Alabama, San Francisco, 279- 
6281, www.yourmusegallery.com. 

Adobe Books. Queer Communities in Print: Group 
show featuring work by over 20 LGBTQ printmakers. 
March 20-April 12. adobebackroomgallery.com. 3130 
24th St., San Francisco, 864-3936. 

Alter Space. Wabi Sabi: Stylistically varied group show 
that seeks beauty in fragility and impermanence. 
Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues through April 12. 
1158 Howard St., San Francisco, 735-1158, www. 
alterspace.co. 

Bash Contemporary. Unearthly Delights: Group 
show featuring otherworldly creatures, oddball 
characters, and other painted creations by Jeff 
Christensen, Julianna Menna, and Paolo Petrangeli. 
Starting March 21. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through April 19. 210 Golden Gate Avenue, San 
Francisco, 926-8573, www.bashcontemporary.com. 

Blackball Universe Gallery. Black Minus Afrika: 
Group show exploring modern, globally expansive 
concepts of Blackness featuring work by Opesanwo 
Ifakorede, Carolyn Jean Martin, and Githinji Omiiroo. 
Through March 29. 230 Madison, Oakland, 510-433- 
0933, www.blackballuniverse.com. 

Book Club of California. Design for Modernity: A 


RJ Muna 


Andy Goldsworthy paints with time, patiently constructing ephemera that 
rises to the peak of its beauty and vitality at the very moment entropy takes 
hold and decay sets in. Whether it is a string of autumn leaves trapped in 
the eddy of a river, a delicate web of sticks buffeted by the wind, or an ice 
spiral arrested by the morning sun, the drama is implicit and omnipresent. 
But Goldsworthy’s gift, like that of a great poet or a skillful soothsayer, is in 
revealing what is already there — energy, impermanence, fate. In ODC/ 
Dance’s boulders and bones, founding director Brenda Way and choreog- 
rapher K.T. Nelson find the same veins of tension within the human form. 
Set against the mise-en-scéne of an original Goldsworthy installation, docu- 
mented by powerful dance photographer RJ Muna, and accompanied by ex- 
perimental cellist Zoé Keating (of Rasputina and early Amanda Palmer 
fame), boulders and bones dances along the edge of shifting light, gravity, and 
natural chaos. And, like Goldsworthy, ODC makes artistry appear entirely 
natural, leaving ample room for reflection. 

boulders and bones opens ODC’s 43rd season at 8 p.m. and continues 
through March 30 at Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 701 Mission St., 
S.F. Tickets are $20-$75; call 9778-2787 or visit ybca.org. Silke Tudor 
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Collection of Art Deco Ephemera: Exhibit featuring 
a wide variety of printed matter with Art Deco 
motifs from the 1920s and ‘30s. Mondays-Fridays. 
Continues through April 28. 312 Sutter Ste. 510, San 
Francisco, 781-7532, www.bccbooks.org. 

Brian Gross Fine Art. Marco Casentini: Up & Down: 
Recent geometric abstractions from the Italian 
painter. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
April 26. 248 Utah, San Francisco, 788-1050, www. 
briangrossfineart.com. 

Catharine Clark Gallery. Walter Robinson: Sic Transit 
Gloria Mundi: Underneath the artful, kitschy ribbing, 
Robinson raises serious issues about what he calls 
“the subconscious and biological human impera- 
tives hidden beneath social, political, religious, 
and capitalist packaging,” navigating the fine line 
between comedy and tragedy. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through March 29. 248 Utah St., San 
Francisco, 399-1439, www.cclarkgallery.com. 

Center for New Music. Peter Whitehead: Experimental 
Musical Instruments: Window gallery installation 
featuring the local musician's uniquely sculptural 
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(yet fully playable) instruments created over the 
past 20 years. Through April 30. 55 Taylor, San 
Francisco, 275-2466, www.centerfornewmusic.com. 

City Hall. Now That You're Gone ... San Francisco 
Neighborhoods Without Us: Nine photographers 
portray various aspects of the city's urban environ- 
ment without the presence of people. Through May 
23. Free. sfartscommission.org. 1 Drive Carlton B. 
Goodlett, San Francisco, 554-5184, www.sfgov.org. 

Dogpatch Cafe. Mark M. Garrett: UnTethered - Drawing 
with Scissors: Mapworks combining cartography 
with paint splatters and patterns. March 21-April 19. 
2295 Third St., San Francisco, 255-9982. 

Dolby Chadwick Gallery. Edwige Fouvry: Sous le 
Ciel: New oil paintings and pastel drawings. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through March 29. 210 
Post, San Francisco, 956-3560, www.dolbychad- 
wickgallery.com. 

Eleanor Harwood Gallery. Alika Cooper: Glass: 
Paintings made of collaged fabric. Wednesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through March 29. James 
Chronister: Bitterroot: Photorealistic paintings. 


Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 
29. 1295 Alabama, San Francisco, 867-7770, www. 
eleanorharwood.com. 

The Emerald Tablet. Robert Fischer: Photography: 
Dramatic B+W portraits with an Arbusian flair. 
Through March 30. 80 Fresno, San Francisco, 500- 
2323, www.emtab.org. 

Et al.. Chris Hood: Tony Clifton Eats for Free: Thurs- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through April 11. 620 
Kearny, San Francisco, 269-4873, www.etaletc.com. 

Ever Gold Gallery. Sean McFarland & Jake Longstreth: 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 
29. 441 O'Farrell, San Francisco, 796-3676, www. 
evergoldgallery.com. 

Incline Gallery. Light to Dark: An Art Collective Ex- 
hibition: Group show featuring work by the Mesh, 
Maritime, and Dark Arts collectives. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through April 4. 766 Valencia, San 
Francisco, www.inclinegallerysf.com. 

Fifty24SF Gallery. Jane Choe & Critter: Artistically 
Transmitted Diseases: Wednesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through March 29. 252 Fillmore, San 
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APOTH ECARIUM 


SET YOUR 
ALARM... 


ONLY INDIVIDUALS WITH LEGALLY RECOGNIZED MEDICAL CANNABIS IDENTIFICATION CARDS 
ORA VERIFIABLE, WRITTEN RECOMMENDATION FOR MEDICAL CANNABIS FROM A PHYSICIAN 
MAY OBTAIN MEDICAL CANNABIS AT MEDICAL CANNABIS DISPENSARIES 


Francisco, 252-9144, www.fifty24sf.com. 

Fouladi Projects. Jemima Kirke: Platforms: Expressive 
oil portraits by the the young actress/artist who 
portrays Jessa Johansson on HBO's Girls. Starting 
March 25. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
May 10. jkirke.com. 1803 Market, San Francisco, 
621-2535, www.fouladiprojects.com. 

Fraenkel Gallery. Katy Grannan: The 99: The “99” in 
this show's title refers to the highway that runs 
through California's Central Valley, along which 
Grannan photographed the hardscrabble lives of 
locals who struggle to make ends meet in the dust 
and heat. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
April 26. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 981-2661, www. 
fraenkelgallery.com. 

Gallery Paule Anglim. Carrie Mae Weems: Subject 
& Witness: Photographs. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through April 12. 14 Geary, San Francisco, 
433-2710, www.gallerypauleanglim.com. 

Gallery Wendi Norris. Simone Leigh: Code Switch: 
The NYC artist’s West Coast solo debut featuring 
sculpture, installation, and video. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through March 29. Wolfgang Paalen: 
Philosopher of the Possible: Surrealist sculpture and 
paintings created by the Austrian artist between 
1932-1954. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
March 29. 161 Jessie, San Francisco, 346-7812, www. 
gallerywendinorris.com. 

Gauntlet Gallery. CA 12x12: Second annual group show 
in which 50 California artists get creative with 
identical 12"’x12"’ square wood panels. Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through March 29. Steven Lopez: 
Cantara: New works by the figurative-yet-fantastical 
Los Angeles painter. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through March 29. 1040 Larkin, San Francisco, 590- 
2303, www.gauntletgallery.com. 

George Lawson Gallery. John Millei: Selected Paint- 
ings: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through April 
19. 315 Potrero, San Francisco, 703-4400, www. 
georgelawsongallery.com. 

Glass Door Gallery. Triple Play: Three Bay Area Artists: 
Group show featuring Joel Jones, Ann Simms, and 
Jeffrey Thompson. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through April 30. 245 Columbus, San Francisco, 
500-2271, www.glassdoorgallery.com. 

Gregory Lind Gallery. Seth Koen: 30s in the 40s: 
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New wood and crochet sculptures, plus a series of 
letterpress prints. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through March 29. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 296- 
9661, www.gregorylindgallery.com. 

Haines Gallery. John Chiara: de tached: Photographs 
of the Excelsior and Sunset districts shot with a 
homemade camera. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through April 26. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 397-8114, 
www.hainesgallery.com. 

Hosfelt Gallery. Reed Danziger: The Edge of Chaos: 
Abstract geometries intersect and intertwine 
in patterns that threaten to spin out of control. 
Starting March 20. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through May 3. Ben McLaughlin: The Night Sky: A 
series of oil paintings depicting solitary nocturnal 
scenes from the motel life. Starting March 20. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through May 3. 260 Utah, 
San Francisco, 495-5454, www.hosfeltgallery.com. 

Intersection for the Arts. Jenny Odell: Infrastructure: 
Solo show featuring a series of digital collages 
that repurpose Google Maps satellite imagery 
into eye-catching, thematically linked stretches 
of cutouts. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
March 29. 925 Mission, San Francisco, 626-2787, 
www.theintersection.org. 

Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Lalla Essaydi: New Beauty: 
Surrounded by Islamic calligraphy and, in some 
cases, by bullet casings that at first glance seem 
like jewels, the women in Essaydi's large-scale 
photographs disrupt stereotypes like a 21st-century 
bookend to outdated exoticism. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through March 29. 464 Sutter, 
San Francisco, 677-0770, www.jenkinsjohnson- 
gallery.com. 

Luna Rienne Gallery. Romanowski: Rec: New assem- 
blages by the local artist and DJ. Starting March 22. 
Mondays, Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through 
April 28. 3318 22nd St., San Francisco, 647-5888, 
lunarienne.com. 

Main Library, James C. Hormel Gay & Lesbian Center. 
Chicks with Shticks: The Kinsey Sicks and 20 Years 
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Dance 


TECH BOOM 


of Dragapella Activism: This collection of artifacts 
and ephemera — including sheet music, costumes, 
and photographs — chronicles the satirical drag en- 
semble’s two-decade musical career. Through July 
12. 100 Larkin, San Francisco, 557-4400, sfpl.org. 

Meridian Gallery. Greenup Time: Weeklong silent art 
auction to raise funds for yet another artistic orga- 
nization struggling to survive in 21st century San 
Francisco. March 20-27. 535 Powell, San Francisco, 
398-7229, www.meridiangallery.org. 

Modern Eden. Henry Schreiber: Hollerbound: Playful 
paintings featuring anthropomorphic marmots 
in Appalachia. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through March 22. The Grotesque: International 
group show with a taste for the singularly bizarre 
and monstrous. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through March 22. 403 Francisco, San Francisco, 
956-3303, www.moderneden.com. 

Modernbook Gallery. Modernbook Editions: Retrospec- 
tive exhibit spotlighting works from the gallery's 
series of published photo books. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through April 26. 49 Geary, San 
Francisco, 732-0300, www.modernbook.com. 

Paul Mahder Gallery. Martin Facey: Excavation - Pat- 
terns in Time: Through May 4. 3378 Sacramento, San 
Francisco, 474-7707, www.paulmahdergallery.com. 

Ramon’s Tailor. Robin Hill: Slide Carousel: Graphite 
rubbings of a carousel from a pre-digital photo slide 
projector. Saturdays. Continues through April 12. 
628 Jones, San Francisco, www.ramonstailor.com. 

Rare Device. Adam Gray: Hella Slingshots: Taken quite 
literally, a lot of handmade slingshots. Through 
March 28. 600 Divisadero, San Francisco, 863-3969, 
www.raredevice.net. 

Ratio 3. Buck Ellison: Photographs: Tuesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through March 29. 2831 Mission, 
San Francisco, 821-3371, www.ratio3.org. 

RayKo Photo Center. Seventh Annual International 
Juried Plastic Camera Show: Group photo show 
featuring a wide variety of images taken with “toy” 
cameras — all of which transcend the easy cliches 





Weidong Yang 


While San Franciscans squabble over whether tech has ruined the city for 
artists, Kinetech Arts has been quietly forging a zone for citizens to play 
together. A pioneer of technology-based performance art, Kinetech Arts is 
celebrating a year of innovation with a performance, exhibit, and party. 
True to its collaborative spirit, the program also features local and interna- 
tional artists, including salsa classes by Tianne Frias and Mambo Groovin’ 
Latin Dance Theater, a martial arts demonstration by the Taoist Center, 
video by Dutch artists Anastasia Kostner and Maarten van der Glas, pho- 
tography, and more. Kinetech also presents an installation of visually de- 
lightful and occasionally hilarious interactive digital art, including 
technology previously featured at CODAME and the Yerba Buena Center for 
the Arts, as well as a sneak peek at 4SEE, a dance piece premiering at ODC 
Theater in July about surveillance and the dark side of our shiny future. 
Kinetech Arts presents First Anniversary at 7 p.m. and continues 
March 22 at KUNST-STOFF arts, 1 Grove St., S.F. Tickets are $12-$15; 


visit kine-tech.org. Irene Hsiao 
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Art Opening 


KIRKE PAINTS “GIRLS” 


If beauty lies in symmetry, then Jemima Kirke’s models lack it, at least by 
her rendering. With mismatched eyes, crooked noses and deep scowl 
lines, to call her portraits of these women “quirky” is an understatement 
and trivialization. The title of her show, Platforms, references not only 
the stage on which her subjects pose but the “opportunity for public ex- 
pression or a point of view” according to gallery director Holly Fouladi. 
Kirke has multiple outlets for artistic expression: If her name sounds fa- 
miliar it might be from her role as Jessa Johansson on HBO’s Girls. But 
this is not the dabbling of an entitled celebrity — the 28-year-old is one 
of only five fine artists on Forbes’ roster of the “brightest stars” in art and 
style on its “30 under 30” list. She identifies herself as an artist first and 
foremost, and her paintings, if unflattering, are imbued with real pathos. 

Platforms starts at 6 p.m. and continues through May 10 at Fouladi 
Projects, 1803 Market St., S.F. Free. RSVP required; call 621-2535 or 
visit fouladiprojects.com. Michael Singman-Aste 


of your average hipster-with-a-Holga retro lifestyle 
snapshots. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
April 29. 428 Third St., San Francisco, 495-3773, 
www.raykophoto.com. 

Robert Koch Gallery. Kenneth Josephson: Conceptual 
and experimental B+W photographs from the 1960s 
and 1970s. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
March 29. Lauren Marsolier: Transition: Disorienting, 
digitally assembled photomontage landscapes and 
scenes. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
March 29. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 421-0122, www. 
kochgallery.com. 

Robert Tat Gallery. David Sokosh: American Tintypes: 
Antique subjects photographed the old-fashioned 
way. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through May 
31. 49 Geary, Ste. 410, San Francisco, 781-1122, www. 
roberttat.com. 

Romer Young Gallery. Kirk Stoller: Thrown a Curve: 
Precarious sculptural constructions made from 
found wood, plastic, and scrap. Thursdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through March 29. 1240 22nd 
St., San Francisco, 550-7483, www.romeryoung- 
gallery.com. 

Root Division. Multiply & Conquer: Eight-artist 
group show themed around the related concepts 
of multiplication, mechanical reproduction, and 
mass production in general. Wednesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through March 29. 3175 17th St., 
San Francisco, 863-7668, www.rootdivision.org. 

San Francisco Main Library. Pretty in Ink: North 
American Women Cartoonists 1896-2013: Comic 
books, original artworks, photos, and other forms of 
memorabilia honor the overlooked contributions of 
female cartoonists during the past century. Through 
June 5. The Black Woman Is God: This condensed 
version of the large group show that ran at the 
African American Art and Culture Complex in 2013 
includes works by Sydney “Sage” Cain, Tarika Lewis, 
Ajuan Mance, Karen Seneferu, and Malik Seneferu. 
Through May 15. See/Saw: Mixed media artworks by 
Maia Scott draw attention to the act of seeing — or, 
as inthe case of the visually impaired artist herself, 
not. Through May 22. 100 Larkin, San Francisco, 
557-4400, www.sfpl.org. 

Sandra Lee Gallery. Kathryn Arnold: Fields of Spring: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 
29. 251 Post, San Francisco, 291-8000, www. 
sandraleegallery.com. 

Scott Nichols Gallery. Vivian Maier: Out of the 
Shadows: Chicago street photography, silhouette 
self-portraits, and other black-and-white snapshots 
from the enigmatic nanny-turned-artist. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through April 26. Free. 
scottnicholsgallery.com/. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 
788-4641, www.scottnicholsgallery.com. 

SF Camerawork. Sarah Christianson: When the 
Landscape Is Quiet Again - North Dakota's Oil Boom: 
Color photographs depicting the environmental 
impact of oil drilling and fracking in the artist’s home 
state. Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
April19. 657 Mission, San Francisco, 512-2020, www. 
sfcamerawork.org. 

SFMOMA Artists Gallery (Fort Mason, Bldg. A). 
Daniel Grant: My Affair with Diana: Intimate pho- 
tographs taken using a plastic Diana camera. 
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Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through April 17. 
Rachelle Reichert: Large-scale graphite drawings 
of a figurative, floral, and/or feminine nature. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through April 17. 2 
Marina Boulevard, San Francisco, 441-4777, www. 
sfmoma.org. 

SFSU Campus, Cesar Chavez Student Center. Ex- 
quisite History: Visionary Workbook: Artist books 
by the Printmakers Left international collective. 
Through March 28. 1650 Holloway, San Francisco, 
338-1112, www.sfsustudentcenter.com. 

SFSU Campus, Fine Arts Building. Progressive Proof: 
Innovative Prints from the Pacific Rim: Nine-woman 
group show curated by SFSU art professor Susan 
Belau and running in advance of the upcoming 2014 
SGC International Printmaking Conference. Wednes- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through March 27. 1600 
Holloway, San Francisco, 338-6535, www.sfsu.edu. 

Shooting Gallery. An Even Eleven: The epicenter of 
San Francisco's lowbrow art scene celebrates its 
Tith anniversary with a big retrospective collection 
that sheds light on the gallery's past as well as its 
future. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
April 5. 886 Geary, San Francisco, 931-1500, www. 
shootinggallerysf.com. 

SOMArts Cultural Center. Hidden Cities: Experiments 
& Explorations: Pireeni Sundaralingam curated 
this interactive group show that examines how 
we experience urban space via installations, 
photography, sound sculptures, maps, and more. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 
22. 934 Brannan, San Francisco, 863-1414, www. 
somarts.org. 

Southern Exposure. Smoke & Mirrors: Southern 
Exposure’s Annual Fundraiser & Art Auction: Over 
100 artists contributed work for both live and silent 
auctions at this SoEx féte that includes food and 
cocktails in addition to the creativity on display. 
Those wishing to view the art in advance can see 
the preview exhibition that runs March 17-20. Sat., 
March 22, 7:30 p.m. $40-$50. 3030 20th St., San 
Francisco, 863-2141, www.soex.org. 

Spoke Art Gallery. In Dreams: Group show paying trib- 
ute to the mind-fucking filmography of David Lynch. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 29. 
816 Sutter, San Francisco, www.spoke-art.com. 

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church. Garry Bowden: Souls 
of San Francisco: Photo portraits of everyday city 
residents. Through June 30. soulsofsanfrancisco. 
com. 2097 Turk, San Francisco, 567-1855, www. 
saintcyprianssf.org. 

Stephen Wirtz Gallery. Larry Sultan & Mike Mandel: 
We Make You Us - Billboards & Evidence: Retro- 
spective of the artists’ collaborative conceptual 
works. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
April 12. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 433-6879, www. 
wirtzgallery.com. 

Steven Wolf Fine Arts. John Kilduff: Very Good Plus 
(VG+): Running concurrently with Superior Viaduct’s 
pop-up record shop at the gallery, this exhibit 
features the Los Angeles artist's playful recreations 
of iconic album covers and other music-related 
paraphernalia. Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through April 12. verygoodplusjohnkilduff.blogspot. 
com. 2747 19th St., San Francisco, 263-3677, www. 


stevenwolffinearts.com/gallery.asp. 

Thomas Reynolds Gallery. Good Times - Hard Times: 
Uncommon Views of Early 20th Century San 
Francisco: Historical paintings, prints, photos, and 
other artworks from the collection of gallery owners 
Jan and Maurice Holloway. Thursdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through April 12. 2291 Pine, San Francisco, 
441-4093, www.thomasreynolds.com. 

Weinstein Gallery. The Realm of the Spirit: A Retro- 
spective of Rudolf Bauer: A five-decade survey of 
original oil paintings by the influential abstraction- 
ist, running concurrently with the world premiere 
of Bauer — Lauren Gunderson’s new drama about 
the artist — at the San Francisco Playhouse. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through April 30. 383 
Geary, San Francisco, 362-8151, www.weinstein.com. 

White Walls Gallery. Chad Hasegawa: Elite Rebels: 
A bear market isn’t such a bad thing if it means 
more playful ursine artworks by this local lowbrow 
painter. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
April 5. 886 Geary, San Francisco, 931-1500, www. 
whitewallssf.com. 


BENEFITS 


The Blind Cafe: Includes vegetarian dinner and music 
by Rosh & One Eye Glass Broken — all in complete 
darkness — with proceeds benefiting blind charities. 
Fri., March 21, 7 p.m.; Sat., March 22, 7 p.m.; Sun., 
March 23, 5 p.m., $65-$195, theblindcafe.com/ 
sanfrancisco. Potrero Hill Neighborhood House, 
953 De Haro, San Francisco, 826-8025. 

Crossfire: Synaptic Equinox: Flaming Lotus Girls 
benefit with DJs Aaron Pope, Billy Seal, Brad Rob- 
inson, Cosmic Selector, Darren Grayson, Drew Drop, 
Dulce Vita, J-Rod, Kapt’n Kirk, Layne Loomis, Matt 
Kramer, and Shissla. Fri., March 21, 9:30 p.m., $15- 
$20 advance, flaminglotus.com. Public Works, 161 
Erie, San Francisco, 932-0955, www.publicsf.com. 

Saturday at the Cinema: Ruth Asawa School of 
the Arts Media Showcase & Benefit: Showcase 
of works by SOTA Media Department students from 
the past 10 years. Sat., March 22, $10-$50. Roxie 
Theater, 3117 16th St., San Francisco, 863-1087, 
www.roxie.com. 

Go Gold: Childhood cancer research benefit party with 
Lazy Rich, Paul Anthony, DJ Denise, Forest Green, 
Carlos Alfonzo, Ross.FM, John Beaver, Infected Fre- 
quencies, The Doctor, Arize, Adept, and more. Thu., 
March 20, 8 p.m., $15-$20. DNA Lounge, 375 tith 
St., San Francisco, 626-1409, www.dnalounge.com. 

Harry James Orchestra: Period costumes are 
encouraged at this swing dancing benefit party 
on (and for) the WWII aircraft carrier. Sat., March 
22, 8 p.m., $40-$75. USS Hornet Museum, Pier 
3, Alameda Point, Alameda, 510-521-8448, www. 
uss-hornet.org. 

Infinitely Chic: The 88th Annual JLSF Fashion 
Show: Yearly fundraiser for the Junior League of 
San Francisco; tickets include meals in addition to 
the runway shows. Fri., March 21, 10:30 a.m. & 6 
p.m., $175-$250, jlsf.org. The Fairmont Hotel, 950 
Mason, San Francisco, 866-540-4491, www.fairmont. 
com/sanfrancisco. 

Greenup Time: Weeklong silent art auction to raise 
funds for yet another artistic organization strug- 
gling to survive in 21st century San Francisco. March 
20-27. Meridian Gallery, 535 Powell, San Francisco, 
398-7229, www.meridiangallery.org. 

Smoke & Mirrors: Southern Exposure’s Annual Fund- 
raiser & Art Auction: Over 100 artists contributed 
work for both live and silent auctions at this SoEx 
féte that includes food and cocktails in addition 
to the creativity on display. Those wishing to view 
the art in advance can see the preview exhibition 
that runs March 17-20. Sat., March 22, 7:30 p.m., 
$40-$50. Southern Exposure, 3030 20th St., San 
Francisco, 863-2141, www.soex.org. 

The Stud Turns 30: A Birthday Burlesque Fundraiser 
Dragxtravaganza: Molly Molotov, Sugar Magnolia, 
The Bee's Tease, and others perform at this benefit 
for Our Space, an LGBTQ youth center in Hayward. 
Wed., March 19, 8 p.m., $3-$15 sliding scale. EI 
Rio, 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 282-3325, www. 
elriosf.com. 

Third Annual Mr. Marina Competition: Slap Cancer's 
annual bro pageant pits a dozen young dudes 
against each other in swimsuit and talent com- 
petitions to raise funds for the Greater Bay Area 
Chapter of the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. 
Wed., March 19, 7 p.m., $45-$70, slapcancer.org/ 
mrmarina. The Regency Center, 1290 Sutter, San 
Francisco, 673-5716, www.regencycentersf.com. 
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THE ART OF TRANSFORMATION 


ASIAN ART MUSEUM 
THROUGH MAY 25 
www.asianart.org/yoga 


#ArtotYoga 


Yoga: The Art of Transformation is the world’s 
first major art exhibition about yoga. It 
explores yoga’s fascinating history and its 
transformation into a global phenomenon. 
Highlights include masterpieces of Indian 
sculpture and painting; pages from the first 
illustrated book of yoga postures; and a 
Thomas Edison film, Hindoo Fakir (1902), 
the first American movie ever produced 
about India. 


See it for $10 on Thursday nights from 
5-9 PM. Or see it for just $5 on Target 
First Free Sundays (Apr 6 and May 4). 


Yoga: The Art of Transformation was organized by the 
Arthur M. Sackler Gallery, Smithsonian Institution 
with support from the Friends of the Freer and Sackler 
Galleries, the Art Mentor Foundation Lucerne and 
the Ebrahimi Family Foundation. Presentation at the 
Asian Art Museum is made possible with the generous 
support of Helen and Rajnikant Desai, The Bernard 
Osher Foundation, E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter 
Foundation, Kumar and Vijaya Malavalli, Society for Asian 
Art, and Walter & Elise Haas Fund. Image: Three aspects 
of the Absolute (detail), page 1 from a manuscript of the 
Nath Charit, 1823, by Bulaki (Indian, active early 180Qs). 
India; Rajasthan state, former kingdom of Marwar, 
Jodhpur. Opaque watercolor, gold, and tin alloy on paper. 
Courtesy of the Mehrangarh Museum Trust, RJS 2399. 


VY Asian 


ASIAN ART MUSEUM 
Chong-Moon Lee Center 
for Asian Art & Culture 


THE BERNARD 


OSHER 


FOUNDATION 


FREER SACKLER 


THE SMITHSONIAN "S MUSEUMS OF ASIAN ART 


200 Larkin Street 
San Francisco, CA 94102 Media sponsors: 


415.581.3500 
ETA) The Examiner 


www.asianart.org ay 


é"3 Smithsonian 


KQED SanFrancisco 








CABARET AND DRAG 


Les Ballets Trockadero de Monte Carlo: If you're 
longing for a laugh, the drag ballerinas of Les Ballets 
Trockadero de Monte Carlo will provide. The all-male 
troupe famed for its send-ups of classical ballets 
comes to town, satin shoes shining and every kind 
of falsie batting and bobbing. Tue., March 25, 8 p.m., 
$18+, calperfs.berkeley.edu. UC Berkeley, Zellerbach 
Hall, 2430 Bancroft, Berkeley, 510-642-9988, www. 
calperfs.berkeley.edu. 

Mahogany Mondays: With Honey Mahogany and 
guests. Mondays, 9 p.m., free. Midnight Sun, 
4067 18th St., San Francisco, 861-4186, www. 
midnightsunsf.com. 

Chicks with Shticks: The Kinsey Sicks and 20 
Years of Dragapella Activism: This collection of 
artifacts and ephemera — including sheet music, 
costumes, and photographs — chronicles the satir- 
ical drag ensemble’s two-decade musical career. 
Through July 12. Main Library, James C. Hormel 
Gay & Lesbian Center, 100 Larkin, San Francisco, 


557-4400, sfpl.org. 

Mary-Go-Round: With hostesses Suppositori Spelling, 
Mercedez Munro, and Holotta Tymes. Third Thursday 
of every month, 10 p.m., $5. Lookout, 3600 16th 
St., San Francisco, 703-9751, www.lookoutsf.com. 

Meow Mix: A weekly cabaret show hosted by Ferosha 
Titties, with rotating co-hosts and DJs. Tuesdays, 11 
p.m., $3-$5. The Stud, 399 Ninth St., San Francisco, 
863-6623, www.studsf.com. 

The Monster Show: Thematic weekly drag perfor- 
mances with Cookie Dough, DJ MC2, and guests. 
Thursdays, 10 p.m., $5, cookievision.com. The 
Edge, 4149 18th St., San Francisco, 863-4027, 
www.edgesf.com. 

Pearls Over Shanghai: The Cockettes Musical: 
You can’t keep a good Cockette down, so the 
Thrillpeddlers are bringing back this raucous drag 
mock-opera — previously described by SF Weekly's 
Chris Jensen as “The Mikado by way of Ziggy Star- 
dust, with a little John Waters thrown in to keep 
the audience from getting too comfortable” — for 
the fifth anniversary of its original 2009 revival. 


Starting March 20, Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. 
Continues through May 31, $30-$35, thrillpeddlers. 
com. The Hypnodrome, 575 10th St., San Francisco, 
377-4202, www.thrillpeddlers.com. 

Spot Light: The House of More hosts a free night 
of drag instruction and performance critiques, 
followed by dancing and a stage show at midnight. 
Sat., March 22, 9 p.m., free. Cat Club, 1190 Folsom, 
San Francisco, 703-8964, www.sfcatclub.com. 

The Stud Turns 30: A Birthday Burlesque Fundraiser 
Dragxtravaganza: Molly Molotov, Sugar Magnolia, 
The Bee's Tease, and others perform at this benefit 
for Our Space, an LGBTQ youth center in Hayward. 
Wed., March 19, 8 p.m., $3-$15 sliding scale. El 
Rio, 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 282-3325, www. 
elriosf.com. 

Trannyshack: Stevie Nicks Tribute: This year's frilliest 
drag show features performances by Alaska Thun- 
derfuck, Heklina, Becky Motorlodge, Cookie Dough, 
Sue Casa, Jordan L'Moore, and other white-winged 
doves. Fri., March 21, 9 p.m., $15-$20, trannyshack. 
com. DNA Lounge, 375 Iith St., San Francisco, 626- 
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1409, www.dnalounge.com. 


COMEDY 


Attractive Camp: Nicole Calasich hosts a night of 
beautiful comedy by Greg Edwards, Sean Keane, 
Lydia Popovich, Kelly Anneken, Papp Johnson, and 
more. Sun., March 23, 8 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend 
Video, 1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 643-3373, 
www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Bad Movie Night: The Wolverine: Hosts Jim Fourniadis, 
Dan Foley, and Alexia Staniotes sharpen their ad- 
amantium claws to take on Hugh Jackman’s latest 
portrayal of the Angriest X-Man. Sun., March 23, 
8 p.m., $6.99. Dark Room Theater, 2263 Mission, 
San Francisco, 401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 

Barbary Coast Comedy: With Jerry Goldstone, Dan 
Mires, and more. Thu., March 20, 7 p.m., $5, bar- 
barycoastcomedy.com. Legionnaire Saloon, 2272 
Telegraph, Oakland, www.legionnairesaloon.com. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Hosts Jon Allen and Eloisa 
Bravo welcome headliner Sean Keane as he works 
his way through a few funny issues. Tue., March 25, 
8 p.m., $15. Punch Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 
397-7573, www.punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Chelsea Handler: Fri., March 21, 7 & 10:30 p.m., 
$49.50-$93.50 advance. Davies Symphony Hall, 
201 Van Ness, San Francisco, 864-6000, www. 
sfsymphony.org. 

Children Are Forever (All Sales Are Final!): Julia 
Jackson's solo show takes a comical look at the 
cash-for-kids adoption industry. Fridays, Saturdays, 
8 p.m. Continues through March 22, $15, juliajack- 
son.com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, San Francisco, 
www.stagewerx.org. 

Comedy at Dusk: Bernal Hill-arity with Clara Bijl and 
lan Williams. Tuesdays, 7 p.m. Continues through 
March 25, free. The Lucky Horseshoe, 453 Cortland, 
San Francisco, www.theluckyhorseshoebar.com. 
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Poetry 


Comedy Blast: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi and 
guests. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., free, dannydechi.com. 
Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement, San Francisco, 
387-6343, www.neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., free. BrainWash Cafe & Laundro- 
mat, 1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 861-3663, www. 
brainwash.com. 

Comedy Returns to El! Rio!: With Steve Lee, Bob 
McIntyre, Johan Miranda, Kat Evasco, and Lisa 
Geduldig. Thu., March 20, 8 p.m., $7-$20, kosher- 
comedy.com. El Rio, 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 
282-3325, www.elriosf.com. 

Comet Club Comedy: Your free weekly chance to 
laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). Thursdays, 
8:30 p.m., free. Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 567-5589. 

Comikaze Lounge: Monthly comedy show hosted by 
Stefani Silverman and Kate Willett. Third Wednesday 
of every month, 8 p.m., free, comikazelounge.com. 
Cafe Royale, 800 Post, San Francisco, 441-4099, 
www.caferoyale-sf.com. 

The Cynic Cave: Featuring headliner Amy Miller, plus 
David Gborie, Brendan Lynch, Greg Edwards, Lydia 
Popovich, Andy Sell, Karinda Dobbins, and host Kevin 
O'Shea. Sat., March 22, 10 p.m., $10, cyniccave.com. 
Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 
643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., San Francisco, 954-0777, 
www.johnnyfoleys.com. 

Esta Noche Comedy Thursdays: Thursdays, 8 p.m., 
free, facebook.com/estanochecomedy. Esta Noche, 
3079 16th St., San Francisco, 861-5757, www. 
estanocheclub.com. 

Feisty Old Jew: Charlie Varon shakes his figurative fist 
at 21st century San Francisco culture in this fictional 
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EXPRESSION OF CONFUSED NATURE 


One of the latest in a slew of releases from Richmond-based Punk Hostage 
Press, SB Stokes’ debut book of poems, A History of Broken Love Things, 
collects, as he says, moments of “disillusionment at the end of a relation- 
ship, or just [the] expression of that confused nature in real time of trying to 
do your best for someone else, trying to get to know them and you're both in 
motion and you're vectors, potentially moving in different if not opposite 
directions, and yet there’s a moment of overlap during which time you have 
an opportunity to garner some kind of connection with one another and to 
grant each other some kind of permission that’s sacred and unique.” Many 
of the poems convey that confusion through language play, periodically re- 
vealing gems like “I wish I could use my tongue/ to find your moon.” The 
book is composed of about a third of Stokes’ MFA thesis; the rest, he’s writ- 
ten since publication — impressive, as he finished his degree at SFSU just 
last year. For the release, a dozen of Stokes’ female writer friends will read 


from the book. 


SB Stokes starts at 6:30 p.m. at Monarch (downstairs), 101 Sixth St., 
S.E Free; call 284-9774 or visit facebook.com/events/581587705268292. 


Evan Karp 
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comic monologue directed by David Ford. Saturdays, 
8 p.m.; Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues through May 4, 
$25-$100. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Get Yucked Up: With hosts Andrew Holmgren and David 
Gborie. Tuesdays, 9 p.m., $5, facebook.com/GetYu- 
ckedUp. Rebel, 1760 Market, San Francisco, 431-4202. 

Hand to Mouth: Lies: Trevor Hill trusts Greg Edwards, 
Andy Sell, Bert DiVietri, Scott Simpson, Jane 
Harrison, and Justin Gomes well enough to hand 
them the mic at this month's topical comedy show 
about liars and cheats. Fri., March 21, 9 p.m., $10, 
handtomouthcomedy.com. Lost Weekend Video, 
1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, San 
Francisco, 431-4278, www.harveyssf.com. 

High Dudgeon: Greg Edwards, Andy Sell, Holly Coley, 
Andre Parker, and George Chen slip a copy of Bill 
Cosby's Ghost Dad into the trusty Betamax player 
and proceed to make a mockery of a true cinematic 


classic. Wed., March 19, 8 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend 
Video, 1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 643-3373, 
www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

lan Bagg: March 19-22, $16-$22. Punch Line, 444 
Battery, San Francisco, 397-7573, www.punchline- 
comedyclub.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m., free. 
The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834-1517, 
www.oaklandlayover.com. 

LOL Mondays: With rotating hosts Valerie Branch, 
Andrew Orolfo, Sandra Risser, and Tuesday Thomas. 
Mondays, 7 p.m., free, facebook.com/LolAtOmg. 
OMG, 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 896-6374, www. 
clubomgsf.com. 

Lovebirds: Marga Gomez solo performance directed 
by David Schweizer. Thursdays, Fridays, 8 p.m.; 
Saturdays, 8:30 p.m. Continues through April 12, 
$15-$100, margagomez.com. The Marsh Theater, 
1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 826-5750, www. 
themarsh.org. 

Mike Epps: Sat., March 22, 8 p.m., $39.75-$65.75. 
Paramount Theatre, 2025 Broadway, Oakland, 510- 














THE BAY BRIDGE: 


A Work in Progress, 1933-1936 


February 1—June 8, 2014 


This exhibition juxtaposes photographs by Peter 
Stackpole (1913-1997) with prints and drawings of the 
Bay Bridge construction by his contemporaries. Stackpole 
documented the Bay Bridge's original construction In the 
1930s by scaling the dizzying heights of the unfinished 
structure with his handheld Leica. His work tells a story 
of death-detying labor in a series of striking photographs 
that record one of the most ambitious public works 
projects in California history. 


de Young 


Golden Gate Park = deyoungmuseum.org 


Peter Stackpole, Untitled (cable spinning, Telegraph Hill in the background), 1936. Gelatin silver print. 
Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, Pritzker Fund for Photography 
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465-6400, www.paramounttheatre.com. 

Milkin’ It: With Jules Posner. Tuesdays, 8 p.m., free. 
Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 387-6455, 
www.milksf.com. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Matt Louv, and Kate 
Willett. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, missionpositionlive. 
com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night with 
Nightlife on Mars (Ryan Cronin, Joe Nguyen, Adam 
McLaughlin, Red Scott, and Jeff Reitman) plus guests. 
Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, nightlifeonmars.com. Mur- 
phy's Pub, 217 Kearny St., San Francisco, 693-9588. 

Mark Pitta & Friends: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., $16-$26. 142 
Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throckmorton, Mill Val- 
ley, 383-9600, www.142throckmortontheatre.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Cellar Dwellers: Wednes- 
days, Thursdays, 8:15 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, San Francisco, www.kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: New Talent Showcase: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 7 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, San Francisco, www.kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: The Later Show: Wednes- 
days, Thursdays, 10 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, pur- 
pleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, San Francisco, www.kellsirish.com. 

Rajeev’s Big Night Out: Comedians Nick Palm, Bert 
DiVietri, and Juan Medina set the stage, then live 
bands We Will Be Lions, The Cuss, and Rafa’s One 
Man Band take it over. Sat., March 22, 9 p.m., $7-$10. 
Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 970-0012, 
www.amnesiathebar.com. 

Richard Lewis: March 21-23, $25-$27.50. Cobb's 
Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, San Francisco, 928- 
4320, www.cobbscomedy.com. 

Sausage Fest Comedy Show: Hella Gay Comedy's 
Charlie Ballard hosts a night with shirtless (and 
straight) beefcake comedians Tommy Arnold, Mark 
Burg, Chris Duncan, Noah Gain, Hayden Greif-Neill, 
Jake Hirschfeld, Mark Smalls, and Tramane Webb. 
Tue., March 25, 8 p.m., $10, facebook.com/hell- 
agaycomedyshow. OMG, 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 
896-6374, www.clubomgsf.com. 

S.F. Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 397-7573, www. 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Sinbad with Memphis Red & The Stank Nasty 
Band: Fri., March 21, 8 & 10 p.m., $35. Yoshi's San 
Francisco, 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco, 655-5600, 
www.yoshis.com. 

Slanted Comedy: Asian comedy showcase starring 
Walter Hong, Aiko Tanaka, Cruz Kim, and Kabir 
“Kabeezy” Singh. Fri., March 21, 10:15 p.m., $20. 
Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, San Francisco, 
928-4320, www.cobbscomedy.com. 

Stand-Up Comedy Showcase: With Danny Dechi and 
guests. Third Wednesday of every month, 7 p.m., 
free, dannydechi.com. Bazaar Cafe, 5927 California, 
San Francisco, 831-5620, www.bazaarcafe.com. 

Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines followed 
by bonus interview segments. Thursdays, 6:30 
p.m., free, facebook.com/SylvanProductions. Stork 
Club, 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, www. 
storkcluboakland.com. 

W. Kamau Bell: Q: What's the subject of the beloved 
funnyman's latest tour? A: “Oh, Everything!” March 
19-20, 8 p.m., $20-$25. The New Parish, 579 18th St., 
Oakland, 510-444-7474, www.thenewparish.com. 

Your Mom's House: Podcast recording with Christina 
Pazsitzky and Tom Segura. Thu., March 20, 8 p.m., 
$20. Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, San 
Francisco, 928-4320, www.cobbscomedy.com. 


DANCE - 
PERFORMANCES 


Ballet San Jose: Popular Music, Transcendent 
Dancing: Program includes four company pre- 
mieres: Nuestros Valses, Grapa Tango, Infinity, 
and Evermore. March 21-22, 8 p.m.; March 22-23, 
1:30 p.m., $20-$105, balletsj.org. San Jose Center 
for the Performing Arts, 255 Almaden, San Jose, 
408-277-5277, www.sanjose.org/meetings/facili- 
ties/perf_arts.php. 

Les Ballets Trockadero de Monte Carlo: If you're 
longing for a laugh, the drag ballerinas of Les Ballets 
Trockadero de Monte Carlo will provide. The all-male 
troupe famed for its send-ups of classical ballets 
comes to town, satin shoes shining and every kind 
of falsie batting and bobbing. Tue., March 25, 8 p.m., 
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$18+, calperfs.berkeley.edu. UC Berkeley, Zellerbach 
Hall, 2430 Bancroft, Berkeley, 510-642-9988, www. 
calperfs.berkeley.edu. 

Mona Khan Company: Soch: Indian contemporary 
dance routines bring Bollywood to Bryant Street 
on two consecutive Sundays. Sun., March 23, 7:30 
p.m.; Sun., March 30, 5:30 & 7:30 p.m., $20-$25, 
monakhancompany.com. The Garage, 715 Bryant, 
San Francisco, 885-4006, www./15bryant.org. 

Niv Sheinfeld & Oren Laor: Two Room Apartment: 
The Israeli dance duo performs its minimalist inter- 
pretive version of the routine originally premiered 
in 1987 by Liat Dror and Nir Ben Gal. March 21-22, 8 
p.m., $23-$35, nivoren.com. ODC Theater, 3153 17th 
St., San Francisco, 863-6606, www.odctheater.org. 

ODC/Dance Downtown 2014: Split into two separate 
programs, ODC/Dance’s 43rd Season performance 
series is highlighted by the world premiere of 
boulders and bones, Brenda Way and KT Nelson's 
new piece inspired by the work of nature artist Andy 
Goldsworthy and featuring a live score by cellist 
Zoé Keating. March 20-22, 8 p.m.; Sun., March 23, 
4 p.m.; March 26-27, 7:30 p.m.; March 28-29, 8 
p.m.; Sun., March 30, 4 p.m., $20-$75, odcdance. 
org. Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 701 Mission, 
San Francisco, 978-2787, www.ybca.org. 

S.F. Ballet: Cinderella: Encore performances of the 
popular Christopher Wheeldon production. Fri., 
March 21, 8 p.m.; Sat., March 22, 2 & 8 p.m.; Sun., 
March 23, 2 p.m., $36-$327, sfballet.org. War Me- 
morial Opera House, 301 Van Ness, San Francisco, 
864-3330, www.sfwmpac.org. 

SFUSD Arts Festival: Previously known as Young at 
Art, this annual festival of visual arts, music, and 
dance shows off local artworks and performances 
by K-12 students from schools across the city. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through March 23, 
Free with museum admission, sfusdartsfestival.org. 
Asian Art Museum of San Francisco, 200 Larkin, San 
Francisco, 581-3500, www.asianart.org. 

Sidra Bell Dance New York: The progressive, expres- 
sive NYC contemporary dance company presents 
two premieres: “garment” and STELLA. March 21-23, 
8 p.m., $12-$20, sidrabelldanceny.org. Dance Mission 
Theater, 3316 24th St., San Francisco, 273-4633, 
www.dancemission.com. 

Trey Mcintyre Project: The Boise-based choreogra- 
pher presents the world premiere of The Vinegar 
Works: Four Dances of Moral Instruction (inspired by 
the playfully dark art and words of Edward Gorey), 
followed by the West Coast premiere of Mercury 
Half-Life (set to the bombastic rock of Queen). 
March 21-22, 8 p.m., $30+, treymcintyre.com. UC 
Berkeley, Zellerbach Hall, 2430 Bancroft, Berkeley, 
510-642-9988, www.calperfs.berkeley.edu. 


FASHION AND STYLE 


Infinitely Chic: The 88th Annual JLSF Fashion 
Show: Yearly fundraiser for the Junior League of 
San Francisco; tickets include meals in addition to 


SAT 3/22 


Dance Party 


SILENT SWAY 


the runway shows. Fri., March 21, 10:30 a.m. & 6 
p.m., $175-$250, jlsf.org. The Fairmont Hotel, 950 
Mason, San Francisco, 866-540-4491, www.fairmont. 
com/sanfrancisco. 

San Francisco Opera Costume Shop Sale: Includes 
costumes and memorabilia from the S.F. Opera's 
productions of Eugene Onegin, The Gospel of 
Mary Magdalene, Don Giovanni, and other epic 
presentations. Sat., March 22, 10:30 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., March 23, 10:30 a.m.-4 p.m., sfopera.com. 
San Francisco Opera Scene Shop, 800 Indiana, San 
Francisco, 861-4008, www.sfopera.com/Home.aspx. 

Urban Air Night Market: Weekly marketplace featur- 
ing a curated, rotating selection of local fashion 
vendors. Thursdays, 5-10 p.m., free, urbanairmarket. 
com. SOMA StrEat Food Park, 428 11th St., San 
Francisco, www.somastreatfoodpark.com. 

Vintage Fashion Expo: March 22-23, 9 a.m.-6 p.m., 
$12-$30, vintageexpo.com. Concourse Exhibition 
Center, 635 Eighth St., San Francisco, 487-3293, 
www.sfvenues.com. 


FESTIVALS 


Aca-West A Cappella Festival: Featuring perfor- 
mances by Vocal Rush, The Riveters, and the House 
Jacks. Sun., March 23, 7 p.m., $20, facebook.com/ 
acawest. USF Campus McLaren Hall, 2130 Fulton, 
San Francisco, 422-5555, www.usfca.edu. 

CAAMFest 2014: Now in its fourth decade, the Center 
for Asian American Media's film festival just keeps 
getting more ambitious, now with screenings in 
three cities — S.F., Oakland, and Berkeley — plus 
extracurricular parties, music showcases, food- 
themed events, and other celebrations of culture 
from the Asian diaspora. Through March 23, $12, 
caamfest.com. Multiple Bay Area Locations, San 
Francisco, N/A. 

Crossroads Irish-American Festival 2014: Take a 
bit of literature, mix in some reeling traditional 
music, then tie it all together with historical 
threads and you get the 1ith annual Crossroads 
festival of Irish-American culture. This series of 
book readings, live performances, and lectures 
takes place at locations around the city (e.g., United 
Irish Cultural Center, The Plough & Stars Pub, USF, 
etc.) throughout the month, so check the website 
for specific event details — and don't forget the 
big St. Patrick's Day parade on Saturday, March 
15. Through March 30, irishamericancrossroads. 
org. Multiple San Francisco Locations, multiple 
addresses, San Francisco, N/A. 

The Disposable Film Festival: Dedicated to films made 
using non-traditional cameras (e.g., cell phones, 
point-and-shoot pocket cams, webcams, etc.), 
this intentionally unfancy festival kicks off with 
a showcase of short films at the Castro Theatre, 
then moves on to a series of workshops, panel 
discussions, and other events at venues around 
town. March 20-23, disposablefilm.com. Multiple 
San Francisco Locations, multiple addresses, San 


Looking for something to fill the Burning Man-shaped void in your heart? 
Ecstatic Dance has you covered. The weekly dance party offers a safe 
space where attendees are encouraged to move however they wish — “skip- 
ping, rolling, crunking, break dancing, swaying, laying, twerking, sitting, 
hooping, or waltzing.” The two main rules? You must be sober and you must 
be silent — communication only happens through dance. Not sure if your 
moves are up to snuff? The two-hour dance set is accompanied by a pre- 
event movement class as well as a “closing circle” to unwind. Although par- 
ticipants are welcome to come and go as they please, Ecstatic Dance 
co-founder, Tyler Blank, suggests dancers, “Attend the entire offering to 
fully embrace this experience, using the music as a way to work through 
physical and emotional issues and to create a connection with source and 
spirit energies.” Oh yeah, this is way heavier than your normal Saturday 
night routine. “For some this is church,” he says, “for others simply exercise. 
For many, it is an opportunity to have a uniquely individual embodied expe- 
rience in a transcendent and open group environment.” 

Ecstatic Dance starts at 7 p.m. and continues every Saturday at Mis- 
sion Dolores Academy Gym, 3371 16th St., S.F Tickets are $15; visit 
ecstaticdance.org. Laura Jaye Cramer 
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Francisco, N/A. 

Risk Is This ...: Cutting Ball presents five experimental 
plays — with a new staged reading each weekend — 
at this theatrical festival held at the Tides Theatre 
(533 Sutter) and Exit on Taylor (277 Taylor). Fridays, 
Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through March 29, 
free (or $20 for reserved seating), cuttingball. 
com. Multiple San Francisco Locations, multiple 
addresses, San Francisco, N/A. 

SFUSD Arts Festival: Previously known as Young at 
Art, this annual festival of visual arts, music, and 
dance shows off local artworks and performances 
by K-12 students from schools across the city. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through March 23, 
Free with museum admission, sfusdartsfestival.org. 
Asian Art Museum of San Francisco, 200 Larkin, San 
Francisco, 581-3500, www.asianart.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


19th Bay Area Anarchist Book Fair: The independent 
publishers and scrappy zine makers promoting 
their publications are just one part of this annual 


gathering of radicals; expect presentations, panel 
discussions, workshops, skillshares, and other 
related activities as well. Sat., March 22, 10 a.m.-6 
p.m., free, bayareaanarchistbookfair.net. The 
Crucible, 1260 Seventh St., Oakland, 510-444-0919, 
www.thecrucible.org. 

A Broken History of Love Things Book Release 
Reading: SB Stokes is so, well, stoked about the 
release of his new poetry book that he's invited a 
dozen writerly friends to help him read from it. But 
will they take advantage of the nightclub's booming 
Void Acoustics sound system to do it? Fri., March 21, 
6:30 p.m., $1 requested donation. Monarch, 101 Sixth 
St., San Francisco, 284-9774, www.monarchsf.com. 

A.D. Winans: Longtime North Beach poet Winans has 
just released his first collection of short stories, In 
the Pink, which takes him into new erotic territory. 
S.J. Cruz also celebrates his first novel, The Flowers 
Won't Die. Sun., March 23, 2 p.m., free. Bird & 
Beckett, 653 Chenery, San Francisco, 586-3733, 
www.birdbeckett.com. 

Adobe Books 25th Anniversary Celebration: Still 
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standing (albeit now in a new location) after a 
quarter-century, Adobe throws itself a birthday 
party that doubles as a book release party for 
Friends of Adobe Books, photographer Andrew 
McKinley's collection of snapshots chronicling 
visitors to the homey Mission bookstore over the 
years. Fri., March 21, 7 p.m. Adobe Books, 3130 24th 
St., San Francisco, 864-3936. 

Chris Columbus: First he took you on Adventures in 
Babysitting. Then he left you Home Alone. Now, after 
his many travels with Harry Potter, Percy Jackson, 
and the Goonies, this veteran Hollywood director 
and writer has joined the ranks of children’s book 
authors — and this afternoon he shares the second 
installment in his House of Secrets series, Battle 
of the Beasts. Sun., March 23, 1 p.m., free. Books 
Inc./Laurel Village, 3515 California, San Francisco, 
221-3666, www.booksinc.net. 

Circulo de Lectores de Literatura en Espaiiol: 
Spanish-language book club. Fourth Tuesday of 
every month, 7 p.m., free. Modern Times Bookstore, 
2919 24th St., San Francisco, 282-9246, www. 


moderntimesbookstore.com. 

Curbside Splendor Night: Chicago indie publisher 
Curbside Splendor presents readings by Chris L. 
Terry, Lauren Becker, and Dan Lopez. Sat., March 
22, 6:30 p.m., free, curbsidesplendor.com. Alley 
Cat Books, 3036 24th St., San Francisco, 824-1761, 
www.facebook.com/alleycatbooks. 

Damn Short Right: Three Writers Read Brevity-In- 
fused Pieces: Art Edwards, Meg Pokrass, and Grant 
Faulkner present fast fiction works that won't test 
your patience. Thu., March 20, 7 p.m., free. Alley 
Cat Books, 3036 24th St., San Francisco, 824-1761, 
www.facebook.com/alleycatbooks. 

Dashiell Hammett in San Francisco: Brad Rosenstein 
uses videos and images to recreate the San Fran- 
cisco milieu in which this iconic hard-boiled novelist 
wrote legendary works such as The Maltese Falcon. 
Thu., March 20, 7 p.m., $25-$35. Jewish Community 
Center of San Francisco, 3200 California, San 
Francisco, 292-1200, www.jccsf.org. 

Exploring Themes from Aphex Twin: An Evening 
with Marc Weidenbaum & Friends: Local music 


writer Weidenbaum discusses his entry in the 33 
1/3 series of books analyzing classic albums — in this 
case, Aphex Twin's Selected Ambient Works Volume 
II— with sonic assistance from Marielle Jakobsons, 
Jared Smith, and subnaught. Thu., March 20, 7 p.m., 
free. City Lights Books, 261 Columbus, San Francisco, 
362-8193, www.citylights.com. 

Galadrielle Allman: It's not easy growing up in the 
shadow of an absent father — especially if he also 
happens to be a classic rock icon who died during 
your infancy — as evidenced in the new book, Please 
Be with Me: A Song for My Father, Duane Allman. 
Wed., March 19, 6 p.m., free. Book Passage, 1 Ferry 
Building Ste. 42, San Francisco, 835-1020, www. 
bookpassage.com. 

Garrett Caples: City Lights’ poetry editor reads from 
What Surrealism Means to Me, with additional 
readings by Christina Fisher and Julien Poirier. 
Wed., March 19, 7 p.m., free. Alley Cat Books, 3036 
24th St., San Francisco, 824-1761, www.facebook. 
com/alleycatbooks. 

James Sherry & Kit Robinson: Presented by the 
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Henri Matisse, The Girl with Green Eyes (La fille aux yeux verts), 1908. Oil on canvas. San Francisco Museum of 
Modern Art, bequest of Harriet Lane Levy. Photograph by Ben Blackwell. Art © Succession H. Matisse / Artists 


Rights Society (ARS), New York 
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SFSU Poetry Center. Fri., March 21, 7:30 p.m., $5- 
$10. Meridian Gallery, 535 Powell, San Francisco, 
398-7229, www.meridiangallery.org. 

Lyrics & Dirges: Tomas Moniz hosts readings by 
lan Outlaw, Amanda Janik, Brenda Montano, 
Norman Nawrocki, and James Tracy. Wed., March 
19, 7:30 p.m., free. Pegasus Books Downtown, 
2349 Shattuck, Berkeley, 510-649-1320, www. 
pegasusbookstore.com. 

The Magnet Book Club: Monthly discussion of books by 
gay authors or featuring gay themes. Last Tuesday 
of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. Magnet, 4122 18th 
St., San Francisco, 581-1600, www.magnetsf.org. 

Melissa Gira Grant: The freelance journalist provides 
a thoughtful counterbalance to the histrionic cover- 
age of sex work around the world in her nonfiction 
book Playing the Whore. Wed., March 19, 7:30 p.m., 
free. The Booksmith, 1644 Haight, San Francisco, 
863-8688, www.booksmith.com. 

MFA Mixer: 1-Year Anniversary: Nearly a dozen 
alums present their work at the first birthday 
party for this reading series in which everything 
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is done by degree. Thu., March 20, 6:30 p.m., free. 
Cat Club, 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 703-8964, 
www.sfcatclub.com. 

Nicole Mones: Black American expats play jazz — and 
find love and trouble — among the Chinese locals 
in Mones’ new historical novel, Night in Shanghai. 
Tue., March 25, 6 p.m., free. Book Passage, 1 Ferry 
Building Ste. 42, San Francisco, 835-1020, www. 
bookpassage.com. 

Norman Nawrocki: The writer, radical activist, and 
anarcho-cabaret musician presents a dramatic 
reading from the pages of his new historical novel, 
Cazzarola! Anarchy, Romani, Love, Italy, and adds 
alittle live music to spice up the proceedings even 
further. Sun., March 23, 5 p.m., free, cazzarola.ca. 
The Green Arcade, 1680 Market, San Francisco, 
431-6800, www.thegreenarcade.com. 

Paxton Gate Storyhour: Readings of chosen books 
for children. Thursdays, noon, free. Paxton Gate's 
Curiosities for Kids, 766 Valencia, San Francisco, 
252-9990, www.paxtongate.com. 

PM Press Short-Fire Reading: The local agit-prop 
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publisher dispatches a small squad of its crime 
fiction writers — including Kenneth Wishnia, Jim 
Nisbet, Nick Mamatas, and Sin Soracco — to the 
Mission for an evening of readings and signings. 
Wed., March 19, 7 p.m., free. Borderlands Books, 
866 Valencia, San Francisco, 824-8203, www. 
borderlands-books.com. 

Porchlight: Too Hard to Keep: The time-honored 
storytelling series swaps its usual home at the Verdi 
Club for one night at the CJM, where raconteurs 
Michael Bunin, Suzanne Kleid, Brian McMullen, Rick 
Oginz, and Moon Unit Zappa tell tales inspired (at 
least tangentially) by Jason Lazarus’ Live Archive 
exhibit at the museum. Thu., March 20, 8 p.m., 
$10-$20 (includes museum admission), porchlightsf. 
com. Contemporary Jewish Museum, 736 Mission, 
San Francisco, 655-7800, www.thecjm.org. 

Sister Spit: The Next Generation: Michelle Tea 
presents Chinaka Hodge, Rhiannon Argo, Virgie 
Tovar, Dia Felix, Beth Lisick, Jerry Lee Abram, Lisa 
Brown, and Kirk Read. Wed., March 19, 8 p.m., $10, 
radarproductions.org. Elbo Room, 647 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 552-7788, www.elbo.com. 

Thursdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings. 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., free. Readers Bookstore, 
Building C, Fort Mason Center, San Francisco, 771- 
1076, www.friendssfpl.org/?Readers_FM. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS 
AND EVENTS 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambassadors: 
The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an adorable romp 
of North American river otters to Pier 39. Daily. 
Embarcadero, San Francisco, 623-5300, www. 
aquariumofthebay.com. 

Asian Art Museum of San Francisco. Yoga: The Art 
of Transformation: Claiming to be “the world’s first 
major exhibition exploring yoga,” this historical 
overview traces the practice’s evolution during 
the past two millennia via sculpture, texts, photos, 


SAT 3/22 


Film Showcase 


KIDS WITH CAMERAS 


films, and more. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through May 25. Enter the Mandala: Cosmic Centers 
& Mental Maps of Himalayan Buddhism: The AAM 
transforms its Tateuchi Gallery into a large-scale, 
three-dimensional mandala by recontextualizing 
Buddha paintings into the four symbolic sectors of 
a mandala's meditative form. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Oct. 26. SFUSD Arts Festival: 
Previously known as Young at Art, this annual 
festival of visual arts, music, and dance shows off 
local artworks and performances by K-12 students 
from schools across the city. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through March 23. Free with museum 
admission. sfusdartsfestival.org. The Carved Brush: 
24 artworks by Chinese brush painter Qi Baish. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through July 13. 200 
Larkin, San Francisco, 581-3500, www.asianart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 
into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal Cassady, 
and other Beat Generation characters via original 
manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, personal items, 
and other ephemera. Daily, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. $5-S8. 
540 Broadway, San Francisco, 399-9626, www. 
thebeatmuseum.org. 

Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Located 
in a historic cable car powerhouse, the museum 
displays a variety of cable car gear, photographs, 
installations explaining how the cars work, and 
several antique vehicles. Daily. Free. 1201 Mason, 
San Francisco, 474-1887, www.cablecarmuseum.org. 

California Academy of Sciences. Brilliant!Science: 
Incredible Ocean: The CAS pays tribute to the 
oceans (and the wildlife within) via a series of lec- 
tures, presentations, author talks, whale watching 
excursions, and an extra-aquatic edition of its 
NightLife party. Through March 30. calacademy. 
org/brilliantscience. Earthquake: Treat your senses 
to seismic overload in this exhibit that includes a 
walk-in Earth model illustrating plate tectonics, 
a recreation of a Victorian salon that shakes like 
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A celebrated abstract sculptor who came to prominence in the 1950s, Ruth 
Asawa risked being known forever as the “fountain lady” because, after cre- 
ating Ghirardelli Square’s mermaids, she was awarded other public commis- 
sions involving water. She was also a spearhead for the city’s only 
audition-based arts high school, renamed in her honor just a few years ago. 
Free of tuition, the Ruth Asawa San Francisco School of the Arts encourages 
an economically and ethnically diverse student body working from vastly 
different perspectives within nine creative disciplines. This can be felt no- 
where more measurably than within SOTA’s media department. Saturday 
at the Cinema, a fundraiser for the students’ annual journey to New York 
City, features everything from dark comedy about a perfect family’s squalid 
secrets to stop-motion animation. As a generation that has grown up ina 
world saturated by media, these students have a landscape and viewpoint 
that is unique in film history. Whether filming on Super 8, 16mm, or digital; 
whether chasing narrative, documentary, or something totally experimen- 
tal, they will challenge your expectation of student films. 

The SOTA benefit begins at noon at the Roxie Theater, 3117 16th St., 
S.E. Tickets are $10-$20; call 863-1087 or visit roxie.com. Silke Tudor 
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MON 3/24 


Lecture 


SCAMMERS’ SECRETS 


Cons, Scams, and Undue Influence are everywhere, according to Patrick 
O'Reilly, a clinical psychologist and professor at UCSF. From Bernie Mad- 
off-style investment schemes, to well-timed phone calls to elderly grand- 
mothers and raggedy folks on the corner with three playing cards anda 
story, cons and scams all work on the same basic premise. “The techniques 
used are simple, and they’ve been used for centuries. Con artists, online 
swindlers, and cult leaders all draw from the same small pool of techniques, 
and the same vulnerabilities in their victims,” O’Reilly says. He will discuss 
these techniques, and how to avoid falling prey to them, at tonight’s Com- 
monwealth Club discussion, held in conjunction with the release of a book 
he co-authored, Undue Influence: Cons, Scams, and Mind Control. Future 


Madoffs are not invited. 


The Commonwealth Club of California presents Cons, Scams, and Un- 
due Influence at 5:15 p.m. at the Commonwealth Club, 595 Market St., 
S.F. Tickets are $7-$20; call 597-6700 or visit commonwealthclub.org. 


Devin Holt 


two of San Francisco's most famous quakes, a 
planetarium show, interactive displays, and more. 
Daily. Cosmic Collisions: Planetarium show about 
crashing astronomical interactions ranging from 
meteorites and moons to entire galaxies. Daily. 
Dark Universe: A new planetarium feature about 
dark matter and dark energy narrated by Neil 
deGrasse Tyson. Through Oct. 9. Sharks and Rays: 
Learn about the Reef Lagoon’s residents. Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. NightLife: Thursdays, 6-10 
p.m. $10-$12. calacademy.org/events/nightlife. 
Penguins + Pajamas Sleepover: Sat., March 22, 6 
p.m. $79-$99. 55 Music Concourse, San Francisco, 
379-8000, www.calacademy.org. 


California Historical Society Museum. Juana Briones 


y Su California: Pionera, Fundadora, Curandera: 
Bilingual exhibit tracing the life of Juana Briones, 
a pioneer woman whose experiences in California 
under the rule of Spain, Mexico, and the United 
States serve to illustrate the state’s multicultural 
history. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
June 8. 678 Mission, San Francisco, 357-1848, www. 
californiahistoricalsociety.org. 


Cartoon Art Museum. Grains of Sand: 25 Years of The 


Sandman: Neil Gaiman's landmark comic book series 
gets a loving retrospective treatment with over 
75 pieces of original panel artwork, Dave McKean 
covers, concept sketches, and more (including 
art from the new Sandman: Overture miniseries). 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through April 27. 
$4-58. Sam & Max - Swift & Mirthful Justice: The 
Art of Steve Purcell: Exhibition of original comic art 
starring Freelance Police sleuths Sam (the dog) and 
Max (the rabbity thing). Tuesdays-Sundays. Contin- 
ues through April 20. $4-$8. Small Press Spotlight on 
Tyler Cohen: Exhibit focusing on the local feminist 
comic artist. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
April 6. $4-S8. primazonia.com. Searle in America: 
Career retrospective of British cartoonist Ronald 
Searle. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through March 
30. $4-$8. 655 Mission, San Francisco, 227-8666, 
www.cartoonart.org. 


Charles M. Schulz Museum. From the Pen to the 


Comic Pages: Evolution of the Comic Strip: Exhibit 
illustrating (no pun intended) the steps behind 
the creation of Peanuts comics, including printing 
plates, contact sheets, photographs, and more. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
July 6. Starry, Starry Night: Peanuts characters 
contemplate the mysteries of the universe in 
this exhibit of nocturnal comic strips. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through April 27. 
Sanctuary for the Lovelorn: Heartbreak in Peanuts: 
Linus didn't smooch Sally, Schroeder rebuffed 
Lucy, and the Little Red-Haired Girl never even 
acknowledged poor Charlie Brown's existence ... but 
even unrequited love can be funny, as this exhibit 
illustrates through the use of original Peanuts comic 
strips. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Aug. 11. 2301 Hardies Lane, Santa Rosa, 
707-579-4452, www.schulzmuseum.org. 

Contemporary Jewish Museum. Frog and Toad and 
the World of Arnold Lobel: A celebration of the 
children’s book author and illustrator featuring over 
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100 original drawings and works on paper. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through 
March 23. To Build & Be Built: Kibbutz History: A look 
back at the birth and evolution of Israel's utopian 
communes. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through July 1. Jason Lazarus: 
Live Archive: Includes an installation of found/ 
donated photographs, re-created signs from the 
Occupy Movement, live piano rehearsals, and more. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. Continues 
through March 23. Arthur Szyk and the Art of the 
Haggadah: Exhibit featuring all 48 paintings created 
by the illustrator and political cartoonist for his Na- 
zi-era interpretation of this definitive Jewish text. 
Szyk's Haggadahis considered one of the most illu- 
minating and artistic ever created, his illustrations 
conveying the epic scope of suffering, escape, and 
determination central to the Haggadah’s telling and 
retelling. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. 
Continues through June 29. Porchlight: Too Hard to 
Keep: The time-honored storytelling series swaps 
its usual home at the Verdi Club for one night at 
the CJM, where raconteurs Michael Bunin, Suzanne 
Kleid, Brian McMullen, Rick Oginz, and Moon Unit 
Zappa tell tales inspired (at least tangentially) by 
Jason Lazarus’ Live Archive exhibit at the museum. 
Thu., March 20, 8 p.m. $10-$20 (includes museum 
admission). porchlightsf.com. 736 Mission, San 
Francisco, 655-7800, www.thecjm.org. 


de Young Museum. Modern Nature: Georgia O'Keefe 


and Lake George: Though O'Keefe is closely as- 
sociated with New Mexico — where she lived on 
and off for 50 years — this exhibit showcases 55 
works from her time at Alfred Stieglitz's property 
in upstate New York. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through May 11. The Bay Bridge: A Work in Progress, 
1934-1936: Photographic documentation of the 
original Bay Bridge under construction. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through June 1. Shaping 
Abstraction: Works by American abstractionists 
from the early-to-middle part of the 20th century. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 4. Bou- 
quets to Art 2014: This ephemeral exhibit invites 
dozens of regional floral designers to create original 
flower arrangements inspired by artworks in the 
museum's permanent collections. Through March 
23. $15-$22. 50 Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive, San 
Francisco, 750-3600, www.deyoungmuseum.org. 


Exploratorium. Jeppe Heim’s Long Modified Benches: 


Sculptural seating by “experiential artist” Hein 
allows resting pedestrians to interact in different 
ways. Through April 1. Tactile Dome: One of the 
Exploratorium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch-black 
maze designed to heighten one’s awareness of the 
sense of touch — reopens at the new location after 
a Slight redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. $12-$15 (in 
addition to regular museum admission). Permanent 
Galleries: The family science museum's gigantic new 
complex is split into six separate gallery sections 
that focus on human behavior, senses & perception, 
biology, the environment, and much more — all 
with the Exploratorium’s famously whimsical and 
interactive features. Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Full-Spectrum Science: Exploratorium scientist 
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Does Your Child Smoke? 


lf your child is between the 
age of 12 and 16 and is 
looking to quit smoking, 
you may want to consider 
the option of a clinical 
research study of an 
investigational medication. 


Qualified participants receive study related 
medical care and study medication at no cost 
and may be compensated for time and travel. 


Pacific Research Partners 
877-602-5777 
www.pacifictrials.com , 
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Comedy 


COVERED CA COMEDY 


A quick search on Google found high rates for professional therapists. Fam- 
ily counselors start around $120 an hour, and psychiatrists with a medical 
degree go up to $350. At rates like that, Cheaper Than Therapy really is 
what the title suggests. The brainchild of Sean Keane and Eloisa Bravo, 
Therapy is a night of comedy dedicated to the act of catharsis, where fear, 
pity, and other pesky emotions are purged through extreme laughter. The 
show features Keane and Bravo at the top of the bill, as well as co-producer 
Jon Allen, who has written for Wired Magazine and Rachel Maddow’s blog. 
Given the theme, we expect the group to dump a lot of baggage from failed 
relationships, horrible jobs, and the travails of dealing with obnoxious peo- 
ple. “But the benefits aren’t limited to those on stage,” the group says. “As 
the punchlines pile on, you too will discover that laughter is the best medi- 
cine.” Let’s hope so, because actual medicine is pretty expensive. 

Sean Keane and Eloisa Bravo present Cheaper Than Therapy at 8 p.m. 
at Punch Line Comedy Club, 444 Battery St., S.F. Tickets are $15; call 
397-7573 or visit punchlinecomedyclub.com. Devin Holt 


Ron Hipschman lets you have fun with physics via 
hands-on activities and demonstrations that explore 
physical phenomena like sound, color, temperature, 
etc. Third Thursday of every month, 7 p.m.; Third 
Sunday of every month, 2 p.m. Soundscapes: A 
series of artist-created audio experiments and 
interactive sound installations. Tuesdays, Fridays. 
Continues through June 1. Saturday Cinema: Weekly 
thematic film screenings presented in the Kanbar 
Forum by the Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts program. 
Saturdays. Free with museum admission. Pier 15, 
San Francisco, 528-4444, www.exploratorium.edu. 

GLBT Historical Society. Out of the Boxes: Historical 
Society Opens Archives of Pioneering Historian 
Allan Bérubé: Bérubé was one of the pioneers 
in the field of community-based gay history that 
emerged in the 1970s and early 1980s. The GLBT 
Historical Society has opened his papers for use 
by researchers. Daily. 657 Mission, San Francisco, 
777-5455, www.glbthistory.org. 

Good Vibrations. Antique Vibrator Museum Tour: Good 
Vibes’ resident sexologist, Dr. Carol Queen, is your 
docent for this look at the store's collection of his- 
torical sex toys going back to the 19th century. Thu., 
March 20, 6:30 p.m. free. 1620 Polk, San Francisco, 
345-0400, www.goodvibes.com. 

Legion of Honor. Matisse from SFMOMA: With its own 
home currently shuttered for renovations, the 
SFMOMA loans 23 of the famed French Impression- 
ist's works to the Legion of Honor for a 10-month 
spell. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Sept. 
7. 100 34th Ave., San Francisco, 750-3600. 

Los Gatos Museum. American Bohemia: The Cats Es- 
tate in Los Gatos: A look at the literary lives of C.E.S. 
Wood and Sara Bard Field, including home movies, 
audio recordings, rare photographs, books, letters, 
and more. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
April 20. 75 Church St., Los Gatos, 408-395-7375. 

Museum of the African Diaspora. Crosscurrents: 
Africa and Black Diasporas in Dialogue, 1960-1980: 
Exhibition illustrating the influence of multiple Black 
liberation art movements, including music, poetry, 
and film in addition to visual arts. Wednesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through April 13. 685 Mission, San 
Francisco, 358-7200, www.moadsf.org. 

The Presidio Trust. Crown Jewels: Five Great National 
Parks Around the World and the Challenges They 
Face: Exhibit showcasing parks in Africa, Amazonia, 
Australia, Italy, and Tibet, with a focus on the 
ecological issues that threaten their continued 
existence. Wednesdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Continues through Aug. 17. 103 Montgomery, San 
Francisco, 561-5300, www.presidio.gov. 

Randall Museum. Meet the Animals: Live presenta- 
tions about the animals who live at the museum. 
Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 199 Museum, San Francisco, 
554-9600, www.randallmuseum.org. 

UC Berkeley Art Museum. Rebar: Kaleidoscope: A 
colorfully modular and interactive seating sculpture 
from the inventors of the parklet. Through Dec. 20, 
2015. 2626 Bancroft, Berkeley, 510-642-0808, www. 
bampfa.berkeley.edu. 

USS Hornet Museum. Harry James Orchestra: Period 
costumes are encouraged at this swing dancing 


benefit party on (and for) the WWII aircraft carrier. 
Sat., March 22, 8 p.m. $40-$75. Pier 3, Alameda 
Point, Alameda, 510-521-8448, www.uss-hornet.org. 

The Walt Disney Family Museum. Bruno Bozzetto: 
Animation, Maestro!: Exhibit of pencil drawings, 
cels, and backgrounds from Allegro non Troppo 
and other works by the Italian animator. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through April 
T. Magic, Color, Flair: The World of Mary Blair: A 
career-spanning retrospective of the artist whose 
vibrant and stylized designs influenced such mem- 
orable mid-century Disney films as Alice in Wonder- 
land and Peter Pan. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Sept. 7. 104 Montgomery, San 
Francisco, 345-6800, www.waltdisney.org. 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Kota Ezawa: 
Boardwalk: A 2-D recreation of the Funtown Pier 
boardwalk and amusement park in Seaside Heights, 
NJ — the destruction of which became an iconic 
image of Hurricane Sandy's wrath — constructed 
inthe YBCA’s Third Street courtyard. Through Nov. 
30, 2015. Free. Public Intimacy: Art & Other Ordinary 
Acts in South Africa: The SFMOMA and YBCA join 
forces for this group exhibit that illustrates the ways 
five South African artists attempt to inject creativity 
into quotidian social activities. Photography is a 
particular focus, with images from such stalwart 
South African photographers as David Goldblatt and 
Zanele Muholi. Thursdays-Sundays; First Tuesday of 
every month. Continues through June 29. The Room 
for Big Ideas: The Chasm Arena: Multimedia works 
by Zeina Barakeh with Michal Gavish, Cece Carpio, 
Cybele Lyle, and Dennis Kim with Michelle Lee. 
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Thursdays-Sundays; First Tuesday of every month. 
Continues through April 6. Free. Jacqueline Kiyomi 
Gordon: It Only Happens All of the Time: Sculptural 
sound installation by the Los Angeles audio artist 
and SFAI/Stanford grad. Fridays-Sundays; First 
Tuesday of every month. Continues through June 15. 
701 Mission, San Francisco, 978-2787, www.ybca.org. 


THEATER 


A Paper Wing: Sha Sha Higby’s wordless solo perfor- 
mances combine intricately sculptural costumes and 
props with meditative, almost dreamlike movements 
influenced by Noh theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m. 
Continues through March 22, $10-$35, shashahigby. 
com. NOHspace, 2840 Mariposa, San Francisco, 621- 
0507, www.theatreofyugen.org. 

Bauer: Lauren Gunderson’'s new drama investigates 
the highly influential — but also highly mysterious 
— career of German abstract painter Rudolf Bauer. 
Starting March 22, Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through April 19, $20-$100. San Francisco Play- 
house, 450 Post, San Francisco, 677-9596, www. 
sfplayhouse.org. 

Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical revue 
spoofs pop culture with extravagant costumes. 
Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, beachblanket- 
babylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 Green, San Francisco, 
421-4222, www.beachblanketbabylon.com. 

Children Are Forever (All Sales Are Final!): Julia 
Jackson's solo show takes a comical look at the 
cash-for-kids adoption industry. Fridays, Saturdays, 
8 p.m. Continues through March 22, $15, juliajackson. 
com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, San Francisco, www. 
stagewerx.org. 

Crystal Springs: World premiere of Kathy Rucker’s 
drama about cyberbullying. Fridays, Saturdays, 
8 p.m.; Sundays, 2 p.m. Continues through March 
23, $20-$65, crystalspringstheplay.com. Eureka 
Theatre, 215 Jackson, San Francisco, 788-7469, www. 
theeurekatheatre.com. 

East 14th: True Tales of a Reluctant Player: Don Reed 
returns to the streets of his youth in this comical solo 
performance about a boyhood spent with a stepfather 
who was a Jehovah's Witness and a father who was a 
pimp. Starting March 21, Fridays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 
8:30 p.m. Continues through April 26, $20-$50. The 
Marsh Berkeley, 2120 Allston, Berkeley, 510-704-8291, 
www.themarsh.org. 

Feisty Old Jew: Charlie Varon shakes his figurative fist 
at 21st century San Francisco culture in this fictional 
comic monologue directed by David Ford. Saturdays, 
8 p.m.; Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues through May 4, 
$25-$100. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue of 
songs and sketches that take a humorous look at the 
current food scene. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., $34, 
foodiesthemusical.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, 
San Francisco, 433-3040, www.sheltontheater.com. 

Geezer: Geoff Hoyle’s solo tour-de-force transforms 
normally heavy themes — like aging, decline, and 
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Literature 


Wednesday of every month. 


death — into comedy. Thursdays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 
5 p.m. Continues through April 26, $25-$50. The 
Marsh Berkeley, 2120 Allston, Berkeley, 510-704-8291, 
www.themarsh.org. 

H.M.S. Pinafore Singalong: Lamplighters Music Theatre 
invites you to don your snappiest Royal Navy attire 
and add your own vocals to their performance of 
this Gilbert & Sullivan classic. Sun., March 23, 4p.m., 
$15-$32, lamplighters.org. First Unitarian Universalist 
Society of San Francisco, 1187 Franklin, San Francisco, 
292-4892, www.uusf.org. 

Hundred Days: NYC acoustic duo The Bengsons created 
(and star in) this “indie rock opera” mixing music 
with imaginative drama. Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 
p.m.; Wednesdays, 7 p.m.; Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues 
through April 6, $10-$100, bengsons.com/hundred- 
days. Z Space Studio, 450 Florida, San Francisco, 
626-0453, www.zspace.org. 

Lovebirds: Marga Gomez solo performance directed by 
David Schweizer. Thursdays, Fridays, 8 p.m.; Satur- 
days, 8:30 p.m. Continues through April 12, $15-$100, 
margagomez.com. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, 
San Francisco, 826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Medea: Dawn Monique Williams directs this Afri- 
can-American Shakespeare Company staging of 
Euripedes'’ classical tragedy, with Leontyne Mbele- 
Mbong starring in the title role. Saturdays, 8 p.m.; 
Sundays, 3 p.m. Continues through March 30, 
$12.50-$37.50, african-americanshakes.org. Buriel 
Clay Theater, 762 Fulton, San Francisco, 762-2071, 
www.african-americanshakes.org. 

Mommy Queerest: In this autobiographical solo show, 
Kat Evasco plays a lesbian daughter who's coming 
out to a closeted lesbian mother, chronicling how 
her sexuality affects both her relationship with her 
mother as well as her identity as a Filipina Christian. 
Sound serious? It's also hysterical. Fridays, Saturdays, 
8 p.m. Continues through March 29, $15-$25, theexit. 
org/divafest/mommy. Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, San 
Francisco, 673-3847, www.theexit.org. 

Pearls Over Shanghai: The Cockettes Musical: You 
can’t keep a good Cockette down, so the Thrillped- 
dlers are bringing back this raucous drag mock-op- 
era — previously described by SF Weekly's Chris 
Jensen as ‘The Mikado by way of Ziggy Stardust, 
with a little John Waters thrown in to keep the 
audience from getting too comfortable” — for the 
fifth anniversary of its original 2009 revival. Starting 
March 20, Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues 
through May 31, $30-$35, thrillpeddlers.com. The 
Hypnodrome, 575 10th St., San Francisco, 377-4202, 
www.thrillpeddlers.com. 

Pocket Opera: The Magic Flute: English-language 
version translated by Pocket Opera director Donald 
Pippin. Sun., March 23, 2 p.m., $15-$42, pocketopera. 
org. Florence Gould Theater at the Legion of Honor, 
100 34th Ave., San Francisco, 863-3330, www.famsf. 
org/legion/index.asp. 

Risk Is This ...: Cutting Ball presents five experimental 
plays — with a new staged reading each weekend — 
at this theatrical festival held at the Tides Theatre 
(533 Sutter) and Exit on Taylor (277 Taylor). Fridays, 


ROUND-ROBIN READERS 


Fiction writers Amrit Chima (Darshan) and judy b. (Stories for Airports) pre- 
miere a new series, called Anthology, that features writers who first partic- 
ipate in the open mic portion of their show. Those who present the best 
work will be invited back for a longer set the following month. “We wanted a 
no-frills focus on the literature and poetry, nothing to distract from that, 
yet still [for it to] be lively, and above all, riveting,” says Chima. “Finding an 
audience can be tough for literary fiction writers, even those who read well,” 
adds judy b. “We hope that the open mic will inspire strong writers to de- 
velop as live readers.” For the inaugural event, they’ve invited novelist Mar- 
ian Palaia (The Given World, forthcoming from Simon and Schuster), poet 
Josef Aukee, New York Times bestseller Jasmin Darznik (The Good Daughter: 
A Memoir of My Mother's Hidden Life), and InsideStoryTime’s James Warner 
(All Her Father’s Guns). Those who wish to perform — and thereby submit 
themselves to the next show — are encouraged to bring no more than one 
double-spaced page from which to read. The series will recur on the fourth 


Anthology starts at 7 p.m. at La Movida, 3066 24th St., S.F. Free; call 
282-3066 or visit anthologysf.com. Evan Karp 
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Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through March 29, 
free (or $20 for reserved seating), cuttingball.com. 
Multiple San Francisco Locations, multiple addresses, 
San Francisco, N/A. 

The Scion: Brian Copeland's solo show explores the roles 
of class, privilege, and government regulation in mod- 
ern society — but does it with a knack for injecting 
humor into even the most serious topics. Thursdays, 
Fridays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 5 p.m. Continues through 
April 18, $15-$60. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, 
San Francisco, 826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

She Rode Horses Like the Stock Exchange: Crowded 
Fire Theater launches its 2014 season with a world 
premiere of Amelia Roper’s bougie-skewering new 
play. Starting March 20, Wednesdays-Saturdays, 8 
p.m. Continues through April 12, $15-$35, crowdedfire. 
org. The Thick House, 1695 18th St., San Francisco, 
401-8081, www.thickhouse.org. 

Show Pony: Leslie Jordan's latest solo show reflects 
ona life spent in Hollywood. Sun., March 23, 7 p.m., 
$35-$50. Feinstein's at the Nikko, 222 Mason, San 
Francisco, 394-1111. 


Sorya! 2014: The Theatre of Yugen Ensemble presents 


two weekends of traditional kyDgen (classical Jap- 
anese comedic theater) performed in English with 
three plays spread over two separate programs. 
Saturdays, Sundays, 2 p.m.; Mondays, 7 p.m. Con- 
tinues through March 24, $10-$35, (415) 621-0507, 
theatreofyugen.org/. NOHspace, 2840 Mariposa, 
San Francisco, www.theatreofyugen.org. 


The Speakeasy: World premiere of the Boxcar The- 


atre’s new “immersive” theatrical production in 
which attendees can move freely among multiple 
rooms while a large troupe of actors and musicians 
recreate dramatic scenes set in a Prohibition-era 
club/casino. In keeping with the speakeasy theme, 
the performance location is kept undisclosed until 
the day of the show. Thursdays-Saturdays, 7:30 p.m. 
Continues through June 7, $60-$90+, thespeakeasysf. 
com. Boxcar Playhouse, 505 Natoma, San Francisco, 
776-1747, www.boxcartheatre.org. 


Standing on Ceremony: The Gay Marriage Plays: Sara 


Staley directs this selection of short plays written 
by Mo Gaffney, Moisés Kaufman, Neil LaBute, Paul 


Rudnick, and others. Starting March 21, Wednes- 
days-Sundays. Continues through April 27, $25-$45. 
New Conservatory Theatre Center, 25 Van Ness, San 
Francisco, 861-8972, www.nctcsf.org. 


Tipped & Tipsy: Jill Vice plays bartender Candy — and 


more than a dozen other characters — in this solo 
performance that won top honors at last year’s San 
Francisco Fringe Festival. Saturdays, 5 p.m.; Sundays, 
7 p.m. Continues through April 6, $15-$50. The Marsh 
Theater, 1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 826-5750, 
www.themarsh.org. 


Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind: A twice- 


weekly theater experiment in which the S.F. Neo-Fu- 
turists attempt to perform 30 short plays ... in 
random order ... in a mere 60 minutes ... with a 
ticking timeclock to keep them honest. Fridays, 
Saturdays, 8 p.m., $15, sfneofuturists.com. Boxcar 
Playhouse, 505 Natoma, San Francisco, 776-1747, 
www.boxcartheatre.org. 


Top Girls: In this timely revival, the Custom Made The- 


atre Co. restages Caryl Churchill's Thatcher-era satire 
just when a new crop of ambitious, self-interested 


elites seem to be ripping the city apart from the 
top down. Or maybe we're reading too much into 
it? Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 7 p.m. 
Continues through April 13, $15-35. The Custom Made 
Theatre Co., 1620 Gough, San Francisco, 798-2682, 
www.custommade.org. 


Twisted Fairy Tales: The Left Coast Theatre Co. pre- 


mieres a new series of one-act plays that update 
traditional children’s stories for amodern — and very 
gay — world. Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues 
through April 5, $15-$25, leftcoasttheatreco.org. 
Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 433-3040, 
www.sheltontheater.com. 


Venus in Fur: The “M” in “S&M" is derived from the last 


name of author Leopold von Sacher-Masoch, whose 
book Venus in Furs is a submissive kink classic — and 
it's a planned adaptation of his book into a play that 
sets the scene for this ribald two-person comedy 
starring Henry Clarke and Brenda Meaney. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through April 13, $20-$120. 
American Conservatory Theater (A.C.T.), 415 Geary, 
San Francisco, 749-2228, www.act-sf.org. 


The World of Paradox: Whimsical characters come to 


life and perform illusive acts of legerdemain in this 
show by theatrical magician David Facer. Mondays, 
8 p.m. Continues through April 7, $12-$15, paradox- 
magic.com. The Garage, 715 Bryant, San Francisco, 
885-4006, www./15bryant.org. 


Wrestling Jerusalem: In this solo performance, 


Michael John Garcés grapples (pun intended) with 
the slippery ghosts of the ongoing Israel-Palestine 
conflict as he portrays multiple characters in an 
attempt to pin down something akin to reconciliation. 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 7:30 p.m.; Sundays, 2 p.m. 
Continues through April 6, $30, wrestlingjerusa- 
lem.brownpapertickets.com. Intersection for the 
Arts, 925 Mission, San Francisco, 626-2787, www. 
theintersection.org. 


Yellow: Bay Area premiere of this 2010 drama by Del 


Shores (Sordid Lives) starring Andrew Nance and 
Maurice André San-Chez. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 
8 p.m.; Sundays, 2 p.m. Continues through March 
23, $25-$45. New Conservatory Theatre Center, 25 
Van Ness, San Francisco, 861-8972, www.nctcsf.org. 
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Art and Other SRE Acts in South Africa 


Public Intimacy: Art and Other Ordinary Acts in South Africa is jointly organized by YBCA and SEFMOMA. Presenting support is generously provided by the Evelyn D. Haas 
Exhibition Fund at SEMOMA. Major support is provided by the James C. Hormel and Michael P. Nguyen Endowment Fund at SEMOMA. Generous support is provided by 
Meridee Moore and Kevin King, Mike Wilkins and Sheila Duignan, the Betlach Family Foundation, the YBCA Creative Ventures Council, Concepcién and Irwin Federman, 
the National Endowment for the Arts, the George Frederick Jewett Foundation, Ronald W. Garrity, Kate and Wes Mitchell, and the Yerba Buena Community Benefit District. 


Athi-Patra Ruga, The Future White Women of Azania, 2012; performed as part of Performa Obscura in collaboration with Mikhael Subotzky; commissioned for the 
exhibition Making Way, Grahamstown, South Africa; photo: Ruth Simbao, courtesy Athi-Patra Ruga and WHATIFTHEWORLD/GALLERY. 
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“With virtuoso chops, rock-star charisma, and an appetite for pushing her 
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instrument to the edge of avant garde adventurousness, Maya Beiser is 
the post-modern diva of the cello.” —The Boston Globe 
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MAR 13-SEP 7 
MAGIC 
the world of MARY BLAIR 


Explore the exuberant charm of Mary Blair, one of Walt Disney’s most 
inventive and influential designers and art directors. Blair’s joyful 
creativity, her appealing designs, and her energetic color palette 
endure in numerous media, including the classic Disney animated 
films Cinderella, Alice in Wonderland, and Peter Pan, and also in 

the theme park attraction it’s a small world. 


THE WALT 
DISNEY 
FAMILY 
MUSEUM 


WALTDISNEY.ORG 


104 Montgomery Street 


San Francisco, CA 94129 Ss 


Mary Blair, concept artwork for Peter Pan (1953); collection Walt Disney Family Foundation, gift of Ron and Diane Disney Miller; © Disney | MAGIC, COLOR, FLAIR: the world of Mary Blair is organized by The Walt 
Disney Family Museum | © The Walt Disney Family Museum® Disney Enterprises, Inc. | © 2014 The Walt Disney Family Museum, LLC | The Walt Disney Family Museum is not affiliated with Disney Enterprises, Inc. 
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Modern 


Migrants 


A Berkeley photographer retraces Dorothea 
Lange's journey to make portraits of 
disenfranchised Californians. 


By Jonathan Curiel 


The photo called Migrant 
Mother — taken by Dorothea Lange in 
1936, at the height of the Great Depres- 
sion — ushered in a new era of documen- 
tary photography. It also changed the life 
of Lange and her subject, Florence Ow- 
ens Thompson, a migrant worker in cen- 
tral California who was shown clutching 
her small children as she peered at the 
distance in seeming despair. Lange spe- 
cialized in showing hardship across 
American towns, and Thompson became 
an iconic symbol of that despair. Years af- 
ter the image became famous, Thomp- 
son came to resent it and Lange. She said 
Lange never even asked her name, never 
inquired about her circumstances — just 
said a few words, took photos, then took 
off in her car. Migrant Mother was the 
photographic equivalent of a drive-by 
shooting. 

The fact remains that Lange, who 
died in 1965, was one of America’s 
pre-eminent photographers. In Katy 
Grannan’s new exhibit at San Fran- 
cisco’s Fraenkel Gallery, “The 99,” 
she uses Lange as a springboard to 
achieve an arguably higher purpose: 
Revisit roughly the same central Cal- 
ifornia region that Lange careened 
through 70 years earlier, photograph 
people who look to be leading chal- 
lenging lives, but give these people a 
say in the matter. Grannan’s subjects 


are still anonymous, still without full 
names attached. But they got to know 
Grannan and she them. There’s both 
intimacy and mystery in the photos, 
many of which have Grannan’s trade- 
mark setup: subjects against a stark 
white wall, under a beating sun, which 
smothers faces with an intense glare. 

Grannan spent three years on the 
photos in “The 99,” which is named 
for the freeway, Highway 99, that 
cuts through the Central Valley and 
connects Sacramento and Stockton 
with Modesto, Visalia, Fresno, and 
Bakersfield. She began the project in 
2011, at the tail end of the recession 
that claimed millions of American 
jobs and foreclosed millions of 
American homes. 

“There were obvious parallels and 
plenty of references in the news to 
the Great Depression,’ says Grannan, 
who lives in Berkeley, which is where 
Lange lived for many years. “Doro- 
thea Lange’s work was made right 
here, practically around the corner. It 
seemed like the right time to retrace 
some of her steps and see what had, 
or hadn't changed.” 

One thing that changed: Where 
Lange found crowds of people, in- 
cluding large families in migrant 
camps, Grannan found solitary fig- 
ures and small groups. The people in 
Grannan’s portfolio are alone with 
themselves and their thoughts, as 
in the tattooed man naked from the 








Anonymous, 
Modesto, CA 


waist up, who clutches his chest; and 
the craggy-faced woman who squints 
into the camera. The close-up shots of 
people against white backgrounds are 
complemented by scenes of people on 
the move, like the woman named Deb 
who wades in the Tuolumne River, 
and the person named Kiki who pays 
a debt in the doorway of a Modesto 
motel. Then there are the black-and- 
white vistas of land and hills that 
stretch ahead in King County and 
Stanislaus County. The area is beau- 
tiful, even inspiring. Modesto, which 
held special attraction for Grannan, is 
the largest city in Stanislaus County. 
At the worst point of the recent reces- 
sion, Modesto had an unemployment 
rate of 16 percent. ‘The rate is still 


10 percent, and one of Grannan’s 
“99” images captures a couple on a 
mattress under a bridge. The water, 
plants, and hills almost make it ap- 
pear as if the couple is having a picnic. 

“T feel at home there,” Grannan 
says of Modesto in an e-mail inter- 
view. “It can seem like a dusty, bleak 
place but there's also something very 
beautiful and quiet that I’m drawn to.” 

Grannan, who graduated from 
Yale in 1999 with an MFA in pho- 
tography, has found her own way 
to capture both bleak and beautiful 
elements of people in the street. “The 
99,” Grannan’s fourth solo exhibit at 
Fraenkel Gallery, is a continuation of 
her “Boulevard” series of photos in 
Los Angeles and San Francisco, where 
Grannan photographed people who 
at first glance might be considered 
strange, curious, or even homeless 
— “characters,” to put it kindly. 
Grannan humanizes the people she 
meets without glamorizing them. The 
people she photographed in Modesto 
will also appear in a documentary, The 
Nine, that Grannan is making about 
the city with the help of her assistant, 
Hannah Hughes. 

“She and I have become part of the 
community and part of their story,” 
Grannan says. “Of course that level 
of involvement comes with some 
complications. It’s not always a party. 
The film addresses all of that — our 
presence in the community and the 
unexpected joys and complications of 
those relationships. Most important, 
though, is a shared, elemental strug- 
gle: How and where does any one of us 
find meaning and beauty in our daily 
lives (which can often seem so mad- 
deningly ordinary and mundane)?” 

That question is at the root of 
Grannan’s work. Grannan, and her 
subjects, want her photos to inspire 
curiosity, not pity or a handout. The 
people Grannan got to know, she says, 
take one day at a time. Their reward 
is another day, which is all they can 
ask for. 


“Katy Grannan: The 99” 


Through April 26 at Fraenkel Gallery, 
49 Geary, S.F. Free; call 981-2661 or 
visit fraenkelgallery.com. 





Know Your Street Art 


Bosque de 
los Alebrijes 


1301 Haight St. 
Anchored by an image of Bob 


Marley, the mural on the outer wall of 
Central Haight Market & Liquor has 
been a fixture for years — a signal to 
pedestrians, drivers, and cyclists that 
they’ve entered a stretch of San Fran- 
cisco that’s commercial and liberal in 
outlook. Every so often, Marley gets a 
makeover — a new profile or anew 
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accompanying quote — and some- 
times, the rest of the mural under- 
goes a dramatic reworking. 

So it was in 2012, when San 
Francisco artist Jet Martinez orig- 
inated the piece he calls Bosque de 
Los Alebrijes, which features a forest 
of black-and-white leaves and three 
very colorful frogs. Alebrijes are 
Mexican wooden sculptures of fan- 
tastical creatures. 

The artwork, which seems to 
change colors throughout the day, 
celebrates the creations that hail 
from Martinez’s homeland. Under 
the noontime sun, the forest’s 
metallic black textures become 
more prominent. The morning and 
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early-evening light bring out the 
forest’s striking silvery edges. Visi- 
tors in the 1960s would have called 
Bosque de Los Alebrijes “trippy.” 

Martinez, a graduate of the San 
Francisco Art Institute who has 
done more than 30 murals around 
San Francisco, many with a floral 
theme, says Bosque de Los Alebrijes 
was a nice break from his other 
street murals — but that “people 
don’t necessarily recognize it as 
my work.” The owner of a nearby 
Haight Street piercing studio paid 
him to do the mural, Martinez says, 
“to bring some attention to the 
neighborhood.” 

That it has done. J.C. 
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BLACK CROWN 


TASTE 1S NOW ON TAP 


#1 NEW BEER PRODUCT FOR 2013, 


Twelve distinctive lagers were perfected. Six shone brighter than the 
rest, and one was chosen to carry the Black Crown (abel, Intreducmd 
Sudweiser Black Coewn — a premium, golden amber lager with 6% aic,/vol. 
Sorn from the collaberaton of twelve Budweiser brewmasters, and the 
feedback fram 25,000 people at bars, parties and music festivals 
The new Budweiser Slack Crown is here, and now available on draft 
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THE WHORE NEXT DOOR 


Women’s Wrestling League 


Secret clubs are cool. That’s 
just a fact of life. 

Fucking and fighting are fun. 
That’s another fact. 

In the spring of 2010, I was 
more than a little girl-crazy. The 
summer Pride season was on the 
horizon and I knew there was a lot 
of trouble and girls in this city that 
I wanted to get into. 

That’s when I heard about Girl 
Pile, the Fight Club of sex parties. 
There’s no leader, very few rules, 
and a strict invite-only policy. My 
new friend, a buxom queer femme 
named Castella, was my ticket in 
the front door. She was a veteran 
Piler and agreed to be my tour guide 
for the evening. 

She had shep- 
herded other 
newbies to their 
first Pile before, 
so I was in good 
hands. 

We stepped 
off the Muni 
bus and onto 
a quiet street 
in a residential 
neighborhood 
of the city. But 
I can't tell you 
where it is, who bad 
attends, or who 
started it, be- 
cause the mys- 
tery is part of 
what makes it 
special. Girlpile. 
net will tell 
you everything 
youd need to 
know about the 
party, except the 
crucial information of where it is 
and how to get invited. That part is 
up to you. But should you be lucky 
enough to snag an invite, here are a 
few do’s and don'ts of Girl Pile: 

¢ Do invite hot chicks who will 
put out. Don’t invite couples who 
won't share. 

- Do include trans women. Don’t 
let anyone bitch about any penises 
around. 

- Do bake cookies and let girls 
lick cookie dough off your fingers. 

¢ Don’t leave the cookies in the 
oven until they smoke so much you 
all asphyxiate. 

Cookies are an important part 
of Girl Pile. The kitchen is a space 
to dip a finger into the sex party 
for girls who aren't quite ready to 
dive right in. At my first Pile, I was 
all about the cookie station, too 
nervous to initiate play with any- 
one. People emerged from the bed- 
room in various states of undress 
in search of a snack, as group sex 








works up quite an appetite. Before 
I knew it, there were cute girls lick- 
ing cookie dough off my nipples, 
and I was being led down the hall 
surrounded by soft skin and the 
smell of chocolate chip cookies in 
the oven. 

[initially thought Girl Pile would 
look like any other party with lots 
of booze and sexual tension, but 
with the option of pairing off with 
a cute person and getting naked. 

I was mistaken. I entered the play 
space — a luxurious bedroom with 
a California King-sized bed, a Hita- 
chi Magic Wand plugged into every 
wall socket, a handcrafted fucking 
machine in the corner, and a big 
amorphous pile 
of bodies in the 
center of the 
room. 

“Who wants 
to get fisted?” 
someone called 
out over the 
din of laughing, 
talking, spank- 
ing, and coming. 

“Oh! I’ve nev- 
er done that be- 
»)) fore! Can I try?” 

} someone else 
replied. 

An older 
woman was tied 
to the bed anda 
gaggle of people 
stood over her 
with floggers 
and canes. Her 
hair was in pig- 
tails and she 


ra | 
Isabel Dresler/isabeldreslerphotography.com kicked her Mary 


Jane-clad feet and 
squealed with delight as an army of 
young queers turned her dimpled 
skin bright pink with their toys. 

Girl Pile isn’t a place, or a specific 
group of people. Girl Pile, started in 
2007, is a philosophy. In this world 
of Internet interaction, the Pile 
exists as a relic of a simpler time of 
sex in this city: when people could 
just show up to a party and get it 
on without having to wear a silly 
costume or study a bunch of proto- 
cols to get in the front door. Girls of 
all shapes, sizes, and backgrounds, 
some best friends, some perfect 
strangers, come to a private home 
to fuck each other silly. 

That’s part of what makes this 
city great. Sex parties are as quint- 
essential to San Francisco as foggy 
skies. In this city we use our fists 
for fucking instead of fighting. 
Instead of Fight Club, we have Girl 
Pile. 


SiouxsieQ@SFWeekly.com 
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The Lowliest Medium 


By Jessica Nemire 


The introduction of Google 
Glass in 2012 sparked a controversy 
over how “plugged in” is too plugged 
in. This controversy has heightened 
recently as more and more people have 
started wearing the device in public, 
culminating in a recent spate of Glass 
bans in bars around San Francisco. De- 
spite this ongoing debate, Google 
Glass has also inspired, more or less in- 
evitably, some inventive works of art. 
“Catch,” a stop-motion short 
film of more than a thousand stills 


Foreign 
Lands 


Henri Quenette discovered the Tender- 
loin on April 2, 2013. It was his second 
day in San Francisco. The French-Amer- 
ican filmmaker had come to the city af- 
ter working on a film in Canada. He 
wanted to make a documentary, though 
he didn’t know when he arrived on April 
1 what that would be. Ona bike ride to 
Chinatown, his chain broke in the heart 
of the Tenderloin. There, he saw the 
poverty, the drugs, the crime — and the 
stark contrast the Tenderloin presented 
against the rest of the city lured him in. 
He'd found his story. 

The resulting doc, Love Me Ten- 
derloin, is a day in the life of four 
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shot entirely with Google Glass, 
depicts a phone number written 
on a Glass-user’s hand moving and 
changing as the user tries to recov- 
er it. “Catch” is one of more than 
2,000 submissions that filmmakers 
from all over the world sent to the 
seventh annual Disposable Film 
Festival, which shows only films 
made on non-professional video-re- 
cording devices. In the early days 
after the festival debuted in 2007, 
many of the films were made on 
one-time-use digital cameras. They 
were typically more experimental 


Tenderloin residents: Joseph “Indian 
Joe” Plamondon, Deforest “Woody” 
Woods, Bridchette Johnson, and 
Arnold Reid. “At first the idea was to 
make a documentary on the Tender- 
loin, but that subject was too large,” 
Quenette says. “When I started film- 
ing Joe and Bridchette, I realized what 
I wanted to do. I was more interested 
in the people living there, so I focused 
on their stories.” 

Plamondon, an Alice Cooper fan 
and ex-drug addict, lived on the S.F. 
streets for about 30 years. He tells 
stories of close calls, getting shot at 
and stabbed (he’s now off the streets). 
Woods, a homeless man who prefers 
to sleep on the streets than stay in 
shelters, works for a needle exchange. 
He dreams of one day having an 
apartment. Johnson is an ex-drug 
addict on probation. She tells stories 
of her glory days on Turk and Taylor 


than narrative, says executive direc- 
tor and co-founder Carlton Evans. 
“We were getting a lot of films that 
were more kinetic, but had very lit- 
tle substance in the way of stories,” 
he says. “People were doing things 
like sending [the disposable camera] 
up in the air in hot air balloons and 
trying to retrieve it. Videos like that 
are cool, but they don’t tell a story.” 
With the introduction of new 
media, like the GoPro camera and 
social media platforms Vine and 
Instagram, the submissions the 
DFF have received have become 


and why she could never go back to 
that life. Reid studies law at Heald 
College. He says he has about 30 years 
left in him, and he hopes to spend the 
remainder of those years giving back, 
helping people get on their feet. 

The documentary doesn’t hold 
back; it shows the drug addiction, it 
shows the illness, it gives a glimpse 
of violence. “I hope this gives a better 
and more appropriate image of what 
the Tenderloin is,” Quenette says. “I 
think it can make people more sensi- 
tive to the question of homelessness. I 
want to open people’s eyes.” 

Quenette spent nearly every day in 
the Tenderloin for about eight months 
to make the documentary, and crowd- 
funded it through Indiegogo. It reads 
like a love letter to the people and the 
neighborhood. 

“If you just read the newspaper 
or if you just watch the news on TV, 
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more complex. “Over the past 
couple of years we have seen 
people incorporating storytelling 
techniques [into their films],” 

says Evans. “The stories are better 
constructed and we are seeing new 
characters coming through.” 

One of the submissions 
from 2011, “Global Street View 
Adventure,” used only footage 
from Google Street View to show 
locations across the world. One of 
the films that will be shown this 
year, “Vine Dance Compilation,” 
features clips from several viral Vine 
videos of people dancing, which 
were animated to appear cartoonish 
and colorful. 

Despite the controversy sur- 
rounding Google Glass and other 
new technologies, Evans says that 
the recent innovations have “leveled 
the playing field” for filmmaking. 
“What really distinguishes us from 
other film festivals is that we con- 
tinue to show highly innovative 
filmmaking techniques,” he says. 
“They’re not films you would see a 
film student making. The filmmak- 
ers don't have a lot of training; they 
just notice the different things 
they can do with their phone or oth- 
er device.” 

As with with Vine and GoPro, it’s 
becoming more common to use Goo- 
gle Glass to create works of art (and 
to appreciate it: Artist David Datuna 
has a piece in the Smithsonian that 
can only properly be viewed with 
Glass). Still, “Catch” was the only 
Glass video submitted to the festival 
this year. “’Catch’ was really unusu- 
al,” says Evans. “It’s the only Google 
Glass video I’ve ever seen.” 

Next year, there may be more. 
Bar fights could be a popular theme. 


Disposable Film Fest 

March 20-23 at the Castro Theatre, 
429 Castro, S.F. Tickets are $10-$90. 
Visit disposablefilm.com/events. 


you would think the Tenderloin is the 
worst place,” Quenette says. “I was 
really attached. I was moved by the 
people that I met.” 

Love Me Tenderloin screens Tues- 
day, March 25, at 5:45 p.m. in the 
Main Library’s Koret Auditorium, 100 
Larkin St., S.F. Free. Call 557-4277 or 
visit sfpl.org. Adrian Rodriguez 


Joseph “Indian 
Joe” Plamondon 
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— Peter Travers, ‘Rofling Stone. 
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‘Bad Words is FANTASTIC’ 


— Joanna Robinson, VANITY FAIR com 


Grade: A. HILARIOUST 


— Owen Gleiberman, Entertainment. 
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— Dave Karger, t FANDANGO 


JASON BATEMAN 


Bad Words 


The end justifies the mean. 


FOCUS FEATURES ano DARKO ENTERTAINMENT present A DARKO ENTERTAINMENT/AGGREGATE FILMS/MXN propuction 
“BAD WORDS” JASON BATEMAN KATHRYN HAHN ROHAN CHAND BEN FALCONE wrx PHILIP BAKER HALL 
AND ALLISON JANNEY "ROLFE KENT dave APRIL NAPIER ane TATIANA S. RIEGEL,Ace "tae SHEPHERD FRANKEL 
bt KEN SENG amgtGARY MARCUS -222SEDWARD H. HAMMJR. JAMES GARAVENTE DARREN DEMETRE 
R ed JASON BATEMAN MASON NOVICK SEAN McKITTRICK JEFF CULOTTA 

mosnewom | STANDREW DODGE 9 www.badwordsmovie.com "™HJASON BATEMAN me 


In Select Theaters Friday, March 21 


EAST BAY SAN JOSE 
rin Sanh ke Centre 9 | Berkeley - Landmark's Shattuck Cinemas San Jose - CinéArts Santana Row 
(800) FANDANGO #991 PENINSULA SPECIAL ENGAGEMENTS CHECK THEATER DIRECTORIES 


Palo Alfo - CinéArts at Palo Alto Square “coupons accertep 


Everywhere March 28 


























OR CALL FOR SOUND 
INFORMATION AND SHOWTIMES 
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FILM REVIEWS 


Nymphomaniac: Volume I 
Not rated. Opens Friday 
at Embarcadero Center Cinema. 
When it was announced that Lars von 
Trier’s next film was going to be a two- 
parter called Nymphomaniac, I was wor- 
ried. 2009's Antichrist and 2011's 
Melancholia were both astonishing and 
frequently difficult films, but also 
breathtakingly gorgeous works whose 
most powerful images weren't even the 
ones involving genital mutilation. After 
that, von Trier turning to the story of 
one woman's strange, erotic journey 
from Milan to Minsk — or bumming 
around a German town standing in for 
Britain, as it turned out — seemed like 
a step backward. 

Granted, after the metaphoric and 
literal apocalypses of Antichrist and 
Melancholia (respectively), there’s no 
way the themes of Nymphomaniac 
wouldn't get scaled back a bit, but it 
also seemed frustratingly probable 
that he would scale back the sumptu- 
ous visual style as well. I wanted more 
of the prettiness. I wanted his next 
movie to be the cinematically indul- 
gent von Trier of Melancholia, not the 
ascetic of Breaking the Waves. 

Frustration, anticipation, and re- 
lease: Nymphomaniac: Volume I opens 
with a thematic prologue similar to 
those past two films, in this case a 
slow pan through a rainy alleyway, 
with an emphasis on sound, texture, 
and even birth imagery that strongly 
recalls the opening of David Lynch’s 
Eraserhead. Whew! It’s no Melancholia, 
but Lars is still playing with his toys. 

The press release for the Nym- 
phomaniac saga includes this hum- 
blebrag: “As widely reported, the 
films contain graphic depictions of 
sexuality to a degree unprecedented 
in a mainstream feature film.” While 
that’s true as far as it goes, it also 
begs the question: In what universe 
does a Lars von Trier film qualify as 
“mainstream?” The sex in Nympho- 
maniac: Volume [is all in flashback 
as a woman named Joe (Charlotte 
Gainsbourg), discovered beaten in an 
alleyway by an open-minded intellec- 
tual (Stellan Skarsgard), tells him her 
life story vis-a-vis her self-diagnosed 
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Lars von Trier: Funnier 
than you might think. 





nymphomania. The cast’s private 
parts are digitally replaced with those 
of porn actors during the explicit 

sex scenes (it’s a pity Shia LaBeouf’s 
horrible English accent couldn't have 
also been digitally altered in post-pro- 
duction), but the film is less about 
sex than the head games and logistics 
surrounding sex and, heaven forfend, 
relationships. The Fibonacci Num- 
bers and the Devil’s Tritone figure 
into it as well, somehow. Pretentious 
twaddle? Possibly, but von Trier’s 
films never lack for interesting ideas, 
whether they cohere or not. 

In a weird way, Nymphomaniac: 
Volume I is von Trier lightening up: 
The picture is actually funny. Not in 
the “the universe laughs at us” way of 
(to name a random example) Dancer 
in the Dark, or the confused, nervous 
laughter that results from a fox in- 
toning “Chaos reigns,” but intentional 
levity and jokes, including a runner 
about the importance of cake-forks as 
symbols of masculinity and/or bour- 
geois privilege. 

And, despite the famous ad cam- 
paign that suggested otherwise, Nym- 
phomaniac: Volume I is by no means 
a celebrity sex-o-rama. Not all of the 
stars of this movie who made their 
best O-faces for the posters neces- 
sarily even get sex scenes. Maybe in 
Volume II. Sherilyn Connelly 


Muppets Most Wanted 
Rated PG. Opens Friday 
at the AMC Van Ness. 
Picking up precisely from where 2011's 
The Muppets left off, James Bobin’s 
even funnier Muppets Most Wanted 
thankfully focuses more on the original 
characters. (Young Walter is along for 
the ride, but no longer motivates the 
story.) Shady new manager Dominic 
(Ricky Gervais) replaces Kermit (Steve 
Whitmire) with evil lookalike Constan- 
tine (Matt Vogel), and books the Mup- 
pets on a tour of European theaters 
adjacent to art museums, all the better 
for Dominic and Constantine to burgle 
art. Meanwhile, the real Kermit is 
stuck in a Russian gulag run by song- 
and-dance aficionado Nadya (Tina Fey, 
yay!), and that’s a detail worth consid- 


ering: Much of Muppets Most Wanted 
takes place in a political prison system 
that was on the wane before the origi- 
nal Muppet Show debuted in 1976. Cold 
War references are a weirdly bold move 
for a 2014 family picture, but it works, 
and there are all the songs, in- 
side-showbiz jokes, and celebrity cam- 
eos one might hope for from a prime 
Muppets film. (Danny Trejo is quite 
the hoofer!) It’s also refreshing to see 
actual objects on screen; there’s some 
trickery here and there, but the major- 
ity of Muppets Most Wanted is real pup- 
pets interacting with real people in 
front of cameras, and that’s far more 
satisfying than, say, CGI representa- 
tions of plastic bricks. SC 


Enemy 
Rated R. Opens Friday 
at the Vogue Theatre. 
Jake Gyllenhaal is forced to confront 
himself — both figuratively and liter- 
ally — in Enemy, a haunting Kaf- 
kaesque tale about identity (loosely 
adapted from a José Saramago novel) 
about a schoolteacher named Adam 
(Gyllenhaal) who while watching a 
movie discovers an actor who's his ex- 
act duplicate. That doppelganger is 
named Anthony (also Gyllenhaal), 
whose existence stirs in Adam an exis- 
tential dread that director Denis Ville- 
neuve — in his second straight 
collaboration with Gyllenhaal, after 
last year’s Prisoners — enhances via 
methodical camerawork full of compo- 
sitions in which his protagonists are 
dwarfed by towering, spiraling mir- 
ror-image architecture, as well as a 
thumping-bass score that suggests im- 
minent danger. That Adam and An- 
thony are identical in every way, 
including the fact that Anthony’s girl- 
friend (Mélanie Laurent) and Adam’s 
pregnant wife (Sarah Gadon) are eerily 
similar looking blondes, is an explica- 
ble circumstance that Villeneuve leaves 
drenched in ambiguity. An opening 
scene of Anthony attending a secret 
basement sex club where towering 
strippers stomp spiders only further 
enhances the overarching mood of be- 
wildering malevolence. While the di- 
rector’s refusal to provide lucid 
answers to his scenario can at times 
make the film seem like one big tease, 
the overarching effect is both beguiling 
and unsettling. Bolstered by superb 
dual lead turns by Gyllenhaal, it’s a 
hazy head-trip with a finale of disquiet- 
ing monstrousness. Nick Schager 
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FOX SEARCHLIGHT PICTURES in Association with 
INDIAN PAINTBRUSH and STUDIO BABELSBERG Present 


an AMERICAN EMPIRICAL PICTURE 


“THE GRAND BUDAPEST HOTEL” 


Original Music by ALEXANDRE DESPLAT Music Supervisor RANDALL POSTER 
Produced by WES ANDERSON SCOTT RUDIN STEVEN RALES JEREMY DAWSON 


Story by WES ANDERSON & HUGO GUINNESS 
Screenplay by WES ANDERSON Directed by WES ANDERSON 


RESTRICTED 
LANGUAGE, 
SOME SEXUAL CONTENT 
AND VIOLENCE 


Under 17 Requires Accompanying Parent or Adult Guardian 


INDIAN PAINTBRUSH’ 


SAN FRANCISCO 
Century at Century San Sundance Kabuki 
Tanforan & XD Francisco Centre9 Cinemas 

(800) FANDANGO #998 (800) FANDANGO #991 (415) 929-4650 


SAN BRUNO SAN FRANCISCO 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


~~ GRANDBUDAPESTHOTEL.COM 
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/AILABLE ON 


abke AVI 


Berkeley - Landmark’s California Theatre ¢ Emeryville - AMC Bay Street 16 ¢ Livermore - Vine Cinemas 
Oakland - Landmark's Piedmont Theatre ¢ Pleasant Hill - Century 16 Downtown Pleasant Hill & XD 
San Rafael - Century Regency ¢ Santa Rosa - Summerfield Cinemas ¢ Palo Alto - Landmark’s Aquarius Theatre 
Redwood City - Century Redwood Downtown 20 & XD e San Mateo - Century 12 San Mateo ¢ Campbell - Camera 7 Pruneyard 
Cupertino - AMC Cupertino Square 16 ¢ San Jose - CinéArts Santana Row e Santa Clara - AMC Mercado 20 
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— David Denby, THE 


J FEROCIQUSLY ENTERTAINING 
MAGNUM OPUS 


A SHAPE-SHIFTIING, CARNAL AND INTE! 
THRILL RIDE OF A MOVIE: 


— Scott Foundas, VARIETY 



































CTUAL 
































Ps te 


NYMPH()MANIAC vo.. 1 


forget abo ove 
= 3 


e 2 130 He, @ eoe CINE + cee. SEEM pernarrrin @e Magnolia 


WAN sotracrine CAWAR MUN. Suances poppe conyfes 2 canait " arte [ai 
EAST BAY Berkeley - 


EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENTS sak? - Landmark's Shattuck Cinemas 
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SEX. POLITICS. RACE. 


‘A TRUE HERO 
~  OFOURTIME!r 


-Melissa Silverstein, 
Indiewire's Women and Hollywood 


"ONE WOMAN, 
STEPPING INTO A MESS 
OF POLITICAL, RACIAL AND 
SEXUAL POWER PLAYS... 
MAKES FOR RAPT VIEWING: 


-Lisa Schwarzbaum, Entertainment Weekly 


DIRECTED BY 
ACADEMY 
AWARD* 
WINNER 
FREIDA MOCK 
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STARTS FRIDAY, LANDMARK SHATTUCK 
MARCH 21 Embarcadero Center CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES 


One Embarcadero Center + (415) 352-0835 OR CALL FOR SHOWTIMES 
EXCLUSIVE LIVE Q&A’s with SPECIAL GUESTS from EQUAL RIGHTS ADVOCATES. 
FRI 3/21 at LANDMARK’S EMBARCADERO and LANDMARK’S SHATTUCK following the 7:15PM shows. 
Also, Q&A & INTRO with Executive Producer, REGINA SCULLY, SAT 3/22 
at LANDMARK’S EMBARCADERO following the 5:30PM show and prior to the 7:15PM show! 
Other special guest hosts, intros and Q&A’s to be added for this weekend. Visit www.anitahill-film.com for details & updates! 
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BST RUAUT a FILM LISTINGS 


Visit SFWeekly.com/movies for complete film listings 
*=We recommend it. 


OPENING 


Afternoon of a Faun: Tanaquil Le Clercq Aplomb is 


basic to ballet, so obviously it matters a lot to ballet 
movies. Nancy Buirski's documentary accordingly 
suggests that the true story of Tanaquil Le Clercq — 
the story of a great ballerina paralyzed by polio — is 
only as tragic as the ballerina herself decided it would 
be. Using speaks-for-itself footage of Le Clercq in 
her signature roles, and readings of her reflective 
and exceedingly romantic correspondence, Buirski 
easily affirms that the dancer's angular sensuality 
was but one aspect of her enduring creative power. 
Of course it helped that two of the most important 
men in her life were also two of the century's most 
important choreographers, George Balanchine and 
Jerome Robbins. A tip of the hat to Vaslav Nijinsky's 
1912 version for the Ballets Russes might have been 
nice here, but it's hard to fault Buirski's admiration for 
the way Le Clercq made everything seem completely 
her own. (JK) 


Anita: Speaking Truth to Power If not every reader 


of this space will remember Anita Hill, the law 
professor who briefly detoured Clarence Thomas’ 
Supreme Court nomination by telling the nation he'd 
sexually harassed her, that seems like reason enough 
for UC Berkeley alumna and former Oscar-winner 
Freida Mock to exercise a fundamental documenta- 
ry-maker's prerogative: reopening cans of worms. 
Anita recaps the highly depressing 1991 spectacle 
of a black woman giving mannerly but graphic 
testimony of harassment to an all-white, all-male 
Senate committee (very awkwardly presided over 
by then-senator Joe Biden), and tidily surveys the 
cultural upheaval thereafter. Thomas, for his part, 
called the proceedings a national disgrace and “a 
high-tech lynching.” Then he got the job, for life. 
Hill became a relatively quiet crusader — deeply 
conniving or deeply courageous, depending who 
you ask — for gender equality. For Hill's part, seen 
listening to her emotional and sometimes worshipful 
supporters, she now handles her de facto leadership 
role with characteristic decorum. Her legacy includes 
an improved legal recourse for victims of sex 
discrimination, an overdue proliferation of women 
holding public office, and an essential precedent 
for an American conversation, however ugly and 
awkward it still may get, about sexual harassment. 
Mock’s film passes up some chances for a more 
comprehensive view, and accordingly loses some of 
its steam, but what's most important may be that it 
keeps the conversation going. (JK) 


Bad Words For better and mostly worse, Jason 


Bateman’s directorial debut plays to his strengths. 
A former child star with a latent midlife gift for 
stunted adulthood, Bateman casts himself as a 
bitter 40-year-old who crashes a hallowed national 
spelling bee. While there, he annihilates his preteen 
competitors and makes short work of variously 
challenging vocabulary. Kathryn Hahn plays a 
reporter who hangs around to pick up his tabs and 
figure out why he would do such things. Here Hahn 
seems like a rightful companion to Bateman, in that 
she's always welcome on screen yet never quite 
fulfilled by the given material. Andrew Dodge's 
gangling script shows a compulsion to swerve away 
from sentimental expectations, but only manages 
to mire itself in affected anti-cute misanthropy and 


a last-act redemption much duller than the axe 
Bateman’s character has to grind. Our recurring cue 
to not be offended by the movie's crass bigotry is the 
sense of all the people in it seeming generally more 
like cartoons than humans. That said, the timing of 
Bateman’s performance is spot-on, and as a director 
he works at least well enough with kids to fortify his 
otherwise tired insult-comedy shtick with a certain 
noxious vitality. (JK) 


Child's Pose Calin Peter Netzer’s riveting drama is 


an Eastern European spin on the old-fashioned 
“women's weepies” genre, films like 1937's Stella 
Dallas in which long-suffering mothers sacrificed 
their own happiness for the sake of their often bratty, 
unappreciative children. Thirty-ish man-child Barbu 
(Bogdan Dumitache) fits the bill: After he runs over a 
child-child while impatiently speeding past another 
car at night, his reaction to the machinations of his 
mother, Cornelia (Luminita Gheorghiu), as she tries 
to keep him out of jail and change the official record 
is snotty at best. It would be easy to write off Child's 
Pose's characters as overprivileged Eurotrash, but 
they could easily be Americans (or any nationality), 
and that's what's so chilling. (SC) 


Le Week-End Nick (Jim Broadbent) and Meg (Lindsay 


Duncan) are an aging British couple visiting Paris 
for the first time since their honeymoon, hoping to 
rediscover whatever made them fall in love to begin 
with. They're in ruts personally and professionally 
when they encounter Nick's old American college 
mate Morgan (Jeff Goldblum). Goldblum being 
Goldblum, his character and performance seem 
to be beamed in from an entirely different movie 
— particularly given the Britishness of Broadbent 
and Duncan's characters — but that’s also kind of 
the point. Not only is he professionally successful, 
he seems to have worked out his personal life, 
and his joie de vivre is mystifying to Nick and Meg. 
Duncan is deeply sympathetic in her portrayal of a 
woman struck by wanderlust, and Broadbent nails 
what may be Le Week-Ena's emotional crux: Singing 
along to Dylan's “Like a Rolling Stone” for surely 
the zillionth time, he realizes he relates to this very 
familiar song like never before. How does it feel to 
be without a home? (SC) 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


Arthouse listings compiled by John Graham. 
To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), e-mail film@sfweekly.com. 


Artists’ Television Access. Periwinkle Cinema: 


Screening of Hans Scheirl’s wildly bizarre, colorful, 
campy, and queer sci-fi feature, Dandy Dust. Wed., 
March 19, 8 p.m. $7. facebook.com/PeriwinkleCinema. 
Sistah Sinema: The queer women of color film series 
presents the documentary Thick Relations. Fri., 
March 21, 8 p.m. $7-$12. sistahsinema.com. Other 
Cinema: Pop Unconscious: Prof. David Cox hosts a 
screening of the 2012 Slavoj Zizek film The Pervert's 
Guide to Ideology. Sat., March 22, 8:30 p.m. $6. 
othercinema.com. 992 Valencia, San Francisco, 
824-3890, www.atasite.org. 


The Castro Theatre. Castro Theatre Remembers 


Philip Seymour Hoffman (1967-2014): Wednesdays 
in March (plus a bonus Thursday and Friday at the 
end of the month) feature double-bill showings of the 
late actor's films. Wednesdays; Thu., March 27; Fri., 
March 28. Continues through March 28. 429 Castro, 


“A SUMPTUOUS TREAT. ONE OF THE FINEST ACTORS OF OUR TIME, IRRFAN KHAN 


IS THE FILM'S HEART AND SOUL. NIMRAT KAUR IS DELICIOUSLY FUNNY.” 





-Joe Morgenstern, WALL STREET JOURNAL 
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NOW PLAYING 


LANDMARK CLAY 
2261 Fillmore Street SF (415) 561-9921 
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©2014 SONY PICTURES ENTERTAINME! 
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CENTURY 16 PLEASANT HILL 


CAMERA 3 SAN JOSE 


VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.THELUNCHBOXMOVIE.COM 
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San Francisco, 621-6120, www.castrotheatre.com. 

Center for New Music. Film @ C4NM: Musical Culture 
Gets Funky: Go global with screenings of the docu- 
mentaries Fabricating Tom Zé and Brass Unbound. 
Sat., March 22, 2 p.m. $7-$10. 55 Taylor, San Francisco, 
275-2466, www.centerfornewmusic.com. 

Clay Theatre. The Lunchbox: Warm-hearted romantic 
drama from first time Indian director Ritesh Batra. 
Daily. Repo! The Genetic Opera: Beautiful looking — 
but not always beautiful sounding — sci-fi rock opera 
starring Spy Kids’ Alexa Vega, Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer's Anthony Stewart Head, Sarah Brightman, 
Paris Hilton, Skinny Puppy’s Nivek Ogre, and more. 
Sat., March 22, 11:59 p.m. $10. 2261 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/ 
Market/SanFrancisco/SanFrancisco_Frameset.htm. 

Dark Room Theater. Bad Movie Night: The Wolverine: 
Hosts Jim Fourniadis, Dan Foley, and Alexia Staniotes 
sharpen their adamantium claws to take on Hugh 
Jackman’'s latest portrayal of the Angriest X-Man. 
Sun., March 23, 8 p.m. $6.99. 2263 Mission, San 
Francisco, 401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 

Jewish Community Center of San Francisco. Mark 
Cantor's Giants of Jazz on Film: Showtime at the 
Apollo: Performance clips of Dizzy Gillespie, Billie 
Holiday, and more in full swing at the legendary 
Harlem music hall. Sat., March 22, 8 p.m. $25. 3200 
California, San Francisco, 292-1200, www.jccsf.org. 

Main Library, Koret Auditorium. Love Me Tenderloin: 
Henri Quenette premieres his heartfelt documentary 
about residents in the city's most maligned down- 
town neighborhood. Tue., March 25, 5:45 p.m. free. 
100 Larkin, San Francisco, 557-4595, www.sfpl.org. 

Mechanics’ Institute Library. Mystique of the City: 
Films Shot in San Francisco: The M.I.L.’s CinemaLit 
Film Series spends Fridays in March spotlighting four 
movies set in and around the city, including After the 
Thin Man (March 7), Experiment in Terror (March 14), 
Foul Play (March 21), and Tucker: The Man and His 
Dream (March 28). Fridays, 6 p.m. Continues through 
March 28. $10. 57 Post, San Francisco, 393-0100, 
www.milibrary.org. 

Multiple Bay Area Locations. CAAMFest 2014: Now in 
its fourth decade, the Center for Asian American Me- 
dia’s film festival just keeps getting more ambitious, 
now with screenings in three cities — S.F., Oakland, 
and Berkeley — plus extracurricular parties, music 
showcases, food-themed events, and other celebra- 
tions of culture from the Asian diaspora. Through 
March 23. $12. caamfest.com. San Francisco, N/A. 

Multiple San Francisco Locations. The Disposable 
Film Festival: Dedicated to films made using non-tra- 
ditional cameras (e.g., cell phones, point-and-shoot 
pocket cams, webcams, etc.), this intentionally 
unfancy festival kicks off with a showcase of short 
films at the Castro Theatre, then moves on to a series 
of workshops, panel discussions, and other events at 
venues around town. March 20-23. disposablefilm. 
com. multiple addresses, San Francisco, N/A. 

Roxie Theater. Breadcrumb Trail: Documentary about 
influential (but elusive) indie-rock band Slint, with 
director Lance Bangs and guitarist Brian McMahan 
appearing in person. Thu., March 20, 7:15 & 9:45 p.m. 
Lance Bangs: Immortal Volume 1: The indie music 
filmmaker — in town to promote his documentary 
about the band Slint — screens videos, short films, 
live clips, etc., featuring artists like Arcade Fire, 
Elliott Smith, Belle & Sebastian, Cat Power, The 
White Stripes, and many more. Fri., March 21, 7:30 
p.m. Saturday at the Cinema: Ruth Asawa School of 
the Arts Media Showcase & Benefit: Showcase of 
works by SOTA Media Department students from the 
past 10 years. Sat., March 22. $10-$50. The Wrath of 
Film Cult: William Shatner Birthday Celebration: The 
Vortex Room co-presents a triple-bill tribute to the 
Overacting Master with screenings of The Horror 
at 37,000 Feet; Impulse; and — just so they don't all 
suck — Star Trek II: The Wrath of Khan. Sat., March 
22, 7 p.m. 3117 16th St., San Francisco, 863-1087, 
www.roxie.com. 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Design & Architec- 
ture Films Showcase: These 12 recent documentaries 
about architecture and urban planning are not just 
films that consider the enormous challenges of 
practical aesthetics. They're also necessarily films 
about people, those close inspectors of urban spaces, 
rural spaces, head spaces, who would presume to 
extract order — and beauty — from the chaos of 
contemporary life. Thu., March 20, 7:30 p.m.; Sat., 
March 22, 7:30 p.m.; Sun., March 23, 2 p.m.; Thu., 
March 27, 7:30 p.m.; Sat., March 29, 7:30 p.m.; Sun., 
March 30, 2 p.m. $8-S10. 701 Mission, San Francisco, 
978-2787, www.ybca.org. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


GHOST SIGNALS 


Behind 
the Scenes 


“You sure you want to know, 
Katy?” says my friend Megan. She 
sees dead people, and has since she 
was a little girl. She’s just told me 
that she has seen “presences” in my 
house. Do I want to know if I have 
ghosts? “Yes,” I decide. She tells me 
that she sees a spirit go in and out of 
my bedroom often, as if it is checking 
on me. It’s not evil (phew) but it is 
anxious. She also confesses that 
when she stayed in my spare room 
after her marriage disintegrated — a 
sad, traumatic time for her — a “bad” 
spirit ripped all of her bedding off 
her one night and then shoved it up 
into her face, to suffocate her. She 
swears it was only feeding off the 
“low vibration” that her depression 
Was emitting, 





the minds of her subjects. All she 
seems to do is echo things to them 
that they already know: How the 
person died, how it made them feel, 
and things that they use as totems 
to remind them of the persons life. 

A recent episode took her on 
the road to San Francisco, no 
less, where she read a room full of 
lost souls in the Haight. She also 
headed out to Walnut Creek to help 
a woman come to grips with the 
loss of a boyfriend more than 20 
years prior. 

Caputo has been outed as a fake 
by several sources, including The 
Amazing Randi, who wrote an en- 
tire piece on her for Wired. Inside 
Edition also reviewed footage of 

her missing 





and that there the mark 
are no demons a majority 
in my house. of the time 
Again, phew. with a large 
I’m not sure audience. 
I’m convinced Their argu- 
of all of this ments, of 
stuff, but I course, are 
guess I believe that she’s a 
it on some good guesser 
level, because with a crack 
all of it has left team of foot- 
me very Y KATY ST age editors. 
grateful that I O : ST. CLAIR e) But when 
have a dog. she meets 
Surely the up in S.F. 


Prince of Darkness’s henchmen will 
fear a dachshund mix. 

Now Megan is on the road to 
becoming a clairvoyant. “I have 
so much homework to do!” she 
happily announces, flouncing 
down in front of the TV to watch 
her DVRs of Long Island Medium. 

I confess I have been drawn into 
this show as well. It stars Theresa 
Caputo, an East Coast psychic 
straight out of Sopranos central 
casting. Everything about her is 
italicized, from her exaggerated, 
chunky French manicure to her 
helmet of platinum blond hair. 

She connects to “Spirit,” an entity 
that helps her communicate with 
the dead. Generally she meets with 
folks who are still traumatized 
from the passing of a loved one 
and need some sort of closure. 
Strangely enough, everyone from 
the Other Side wants the people to 
move on with their lives and not 
be sad anymore. Her consultation 
makes them feel cared for. 

I really do believe that there 
are psychic people, but Iam 
skeptical that Caputo is actually 
communicating with the dead. If 
anything, I think she is reading 
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with the youngest survivor of the 
Jonestown massacre — a woman 
who saw her mother’s brains splat- 
ter all over her sister’s back as she 
was shot trying to escape — it’s 
hard to imagine that she is just 
guessing all this stuff. 

And then there’s Megan, who 
has predicted things for me that 
came true. She confided in me that 
she had dreamed that I was “not 
okay.” Iam a recovering alcoholic, 
and she saw me relapse and become 
mired in addiction again. She did 
not know this, but I had secretly 
been drinking. I had told myself 
that it was temporary. It ended 
up lasting a year. The fact that she 
sensed all of this psychically felt 
very real to me. Perhaps she is just 
a sensitive friend, but it felt like 
more. “Tell Katy I’m right here, 
next to her,” a woman told her in 
another dream. Apparently I have 
a lot of spirits tootling around 
me. 

Are they real? Who knows. 

But I feel taken care of, just like 
the people on Long Island Medium. 
And isn’t that all that matters? 


Katy.StClair@SFWeekly.com 
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March 20, 6:00-9:30pm 


at The Marine Mammal Center-—* 


Arts & Science Evenings for Adults 
$30 members/$35 non-members 


MarineMammalCenter.org /DeepDive 


The Marine 
Mammal Center 
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Depressed? 


Do you feel sad, have low energy, 
difficult sleeping, or trouble 
enjoying things? Are you irritable? 


Have you been diagnosed with 
Major Depressive Disorder? 





If you are having difficulty controlling your depression 
symptoms with your current treatment, you may want to 
consider the option of a clinical research study. Qualified 
participants receive study related medical care and study 
medication at no cost, and compensation may be available 
for time and travel. 


Pacific Research Partners 
877-602-5777 
TAWAWA er-Idliladat-limaeliy 








PFSI ARCH MATER 


Nenectarer ie (oe Kaarttheey 





LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY THE CALENDAR EAT MUSIC MARCH 19-25, 2014 35 














KINGDOM OF DUMPLING 


== AUTHENTIC CHINESE « DIM SUM == 








Hand Made and Fresh 
Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum 


| 
Dumplings 
|_| 
Pot Stickers ; 
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Pancakes 








TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 
DINE IN: 1/13 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 


FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 
wn WWW.Kingofchinesedumpling.com iin 









SERVING THE 


FINEST NY STYLE PIZZA 


FOR 25 YEARS! 


ANY SLICE 
& SODA with ad 


plus tax, one slice per coupon, 
not valid with other offers 
SF Weekly Coupon, In-store only 


VOTED 

BEST 

PIZZA 3 

SAN FRANCISCO TIMES 


508 Castro 
252-1515 


1737 Haight 
668-5577 
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Wine Country 


Noe Valley's new Italian wine bar, La Nebbia, is goddamn charming. 


By Anna Roth 
The cured pork at La Nebbia 


comes in thick, supple, deep-red curls, 
a generous ribbon of pure fat running 
along the side that dissolves on the 
tongue. I tried a slice of 24-month 
aged prosciutto from Parma, the Ital- 
ian region famous for it, and was 
blown away by its roundness, depth, 
and maturity — it made supermarket 
prosciutto seem like plastic in compar- 
ison. And then there was the jamon de 
iberico from Spain, widely agreed to be 
some of the best cured pork in the 
world, made from a special breed of 
black pig that only eats acorns and im- 
parts the nuttiness into its meat. At 
$24 for five slices, such decadence 
doesn’t come cheap. But boy, it was 
worth getting that close to greatness 
at least once. 

Proscuitto and its close relatives 
— 15 different varieties of them 
— make up a good chunk of the 
menu at Noe Valley’s newest wine 
bar (the name, La Nebbia, is Italian 
for “fog”). This is the more casual 
sister of La Ciccia, a rightly revered 
Sardinian restaurant around the cor- 
ner, and from the Italian waitstaff’s 
accents to their “slow down, sit back, 
enjoy your meal” attitude, La Nebbia 
is the spiritual cousin of the kind of 
osteria you might stumble across on 
a side street in a Tuscan hill town. 

I was told the owners, husband- 
and-wife team Massimiliano Conti 
and Lorella Degan, made the wine 
list at La Nebbia first, then built a 
menu around it. Either way, the list 
features an impressive collection of 
Italian wines, as affordable as they 
are interesting — there are many 
glasses around $10, and bottles 
around $40. There are spicy Barberas, 
soft red blends, a pleasantly long list 
of by-the-glass bubbles, and many 
varieties I hadn't heard of. But the 
friendly waitstaff was eager to steer 
in the right direction. A bottle of 
Pigato from coastal Liguria — briny 
and flinty, with echoes of rosemary 
and olive oil — carried a friend and 
me through a dinner with aplomb. 

Cured meat is always a nice part- 
ner for wine, but the well-crafted 
menu has many more treats in store, 
like the intensely pleasurable combo 
of smoked pancetta with burrata, 
melted endive, and truffle. The 
smoky pork melted into the rich, 
sweet cheese, and the truffle sauce 
lent a deep earthiness that was coun- 
tered by a sharp bite of endive. This 
was a dish so good that when the 


LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY THE CALENDAR 





waiter tried to take it away — there 
was just one bite left, on a table lit- 
tered with plates — we begged him 
to leave it so we could mop up the 
dregs. Cheese made a second starring 
appearance of the night in dessert: 
three spheres of ricotta lightly sweet- 
ened with sugar, a 
bit of citrus zest, 
and local honey — a 
subtle, lovely end to 
the meal. 


1781 Church, 874-9924, 


I began to realize that the food 
at La Nebbia was as delicate as 
the wine, more a sensation of 
flavors unpacking themselves on 
the tongue than an experience 
involving serious jaw-work. And 
all the better for a restaurant that 
encourages conver- 
sation. Later in the 
evening, with its 
jazzy soundtrack 
and low lighting, 


La Nebbia 


Other items lanebbiasf.com. it’s a good place to 
were less rich but Hours: Tue-Sun fall in love or pour 
no less engaging. 9:30-11 p.m. your heart out to a 


One of my favorites 


— friend over a bottle 


was a beautiful dish Prosciutto di Parma of wine. But it’s 

of chilled, thinly Galloni24 months $16 also in tune with 
sliced porchetta Jamon Iberico de Bellota its neighborhood. 
plated with braised Monte Nevado $24 When it opens at 
fennel and blood Burrata with smoked 5:30 p.m., La Neb- 
oranges and dressed ena AL bia’s marble bar 


in balsamic. It had 
the occasional burst 
of woodsy porchet- 
ta flavor, but mostly 
the pork stayed in 
the background, 
sparking off the 
fennel and citrus. And “ethereal” 
isn’t a word I'd generally apply to 
meatballs, but La Nebbia’s beef-and- 
pork version was incredibly light 
and tender, and accompanied by a 
vibrant San Marzano tomato sauce 
and shaved Pecorino melting slowly 
into the meat. 
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Fresh ricottina with sugar 


Porchetta with fennel $11 
Meatballs $11 

Pizzas $13-$15 

Lasagna $13-$15 


$8 and wooden tables 
are dominated by 
as many Noe Valley 
parents and their 
well-behaved chil- 
dren as groups and 
couples. (Heads up: 
The restaurant doesn’t take reserva- 
tions, but I had no problem getting 
a seat on either visit.) 

And most everyone has at least 
one thin-crust pizza in front of 
them. The true test of any pizzeria 
is its margherita, but I trusted the 
restaurant so much by that point 


ETHEREAL’ ISN'T A WORD I'D GENERALLY APPLY TO MEATBALLS, BUT THESE WERE INCREDIBLY LIGHT AND TENDER.” 


Juan Pardo 


that I skipped directly into the more 
experimental flavors. A rich, com- 
plicated pizza with a squid ink sauce 
was deeply oceanic, like we were 
eating it on a patio with a strong sea 
breeze, but it was saved from going 
too far into fishy territory by moz- 
zarella, pine nuts, sweet raisins, and 
a generous sprinkling of lime zest. 
Also intriguing was a cheese-heavy 
pizza with mozzarella, gorgonzola, 
speck, and lemon zest. Unlike the 
lime on the squid ink pie, the lem- 
on unfortunately wrestled center 
stage away from the funky cheese 
and salty meat. Still, both pies were 
saved by the marvelous crust: just 
doughy enough to have some chew 
without losing its airiness, and with 
enough structure to keep the slices 
from going flaccid. 

And then, as if all the rest weren’t 
enough, there are also two worthy 
lasagna dishes. A cold version laced 
with pesto and escarole carried with 
it all the promise of summer, while 
the traditional warm version was a 
gloppy mess of meat, cheese, and 
soft noodles all wedded together 
with sauce. It wasn’t anything fancy 
or reinvented; it was just a very good 
example of why lasagna is such a 
beloved, enduring dish. These days, 
a restaurant can innovate simply by 
sticking to the classics. 


Anna.Roth@SFWeekly.com 
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FRESH EATS 


Enter 
the Cragel 


By Pete Kane 


A native of Rockland County, 
N.Y., co-owner Jenny Puente holds Ba- 
gel Boys of Suffern, N.Y. as her favorite 
bagel shop. (After her own, that is). To 
glib New Yorkers who parrot the myth 
that California bagels can’t measure up 
because there’s “something in the wa- 
ter,’ Puente notes that because bagels 
are boiled, any difference in pH or mi- 
crobes would be neutralized by the 
heat. So there! 

Employees have been working 
on a gluten-free objet d’manger for 
eight years and an organic bagel for 
five, but they’re all set to release 
unto the world a combination crois- 
sant and bagel as soon as this week, 
for $2.95. And because this 51-year- 
old, family-owned institution is 
committed to zero waste, they’re 
also making cragel bread pudding 
(also $2.95 for a slice, $15 for the 
whole shebang). A buttery, yet firm 
mixture of two doughs, the cragel is 
also a marriage of methods: The lay- 
ers of a croissant are laid down, then 
boiled and baked on a stone. 


RECENT OPENERS 


A weekly listing of new dining spots around town. To 
recommend a place, e-mail fresheats@sfweekly.com. 


The Coachman: Local celeb chef Charles Phan (The 
Slanted Door, Hard Water, Vietnamese Home 
Cooking) surprises everyone by trying his hand 
at British food. Menu options include fried smelt, 
bone marrow with snails, prime rib with Yorkshire 
pudding, and skate wing with brown butter and 
capers. 1148 Mission, 831-1701, coachmansf.com. 

Horner's Corner: Noe Valley's latest bistro (in the 
space formerly known as Noe's Bar) has a New 
American menu that prominently features pizzas 
from its brick oven. It’s also offering brunch right 
out of the gate, and its activity-filled kids menu 
illustrates the place's family-friendly vibe. 1199 
Church, 282-4007, hornerscornersf.com. 
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A tray of cragels fresh 
from the oven. 
Pete Kane 





All the same, House of Bagels’ 
dough recipe was initially carried 
over from Brooklyn, and there were 
approximately zero bagel shops in 
San Francisco before they opened in 
1962. In other words, even for skep- 
tics unwilling to monkey around with 
the DNA of a perfectly fine breakfast 
treat, the cragel has a pedigree and 
you should give in and try one. 


House of Bagels 
5030 Geary Blvd., 752-6000. 


The Mission's 
Fancy New 
Bottle Shop 


By Mary Ladd 


In the Mission, there’s a new shop 
for California beer, wine, and spirits 
including rum, vodka, and mead at Lo- 
cal Cellar — from the folks behind the 
recently opened Local Mission Mar- 
ket, Local’s Corner, and Local Mission 
Eatery, which just celebrated a fourth 
anniversary. As you may have guessed, 
provenance is a key focus for this 
growing mini-culinary empire and 
owners Yaron Milgrom and chef Jake 
Des Voignes. The team took >> p38 


Humphry Slocombe: The ice creamery's new 
outpost in the Ferry Building across from Blue 
Bottle means that tourists don't have to brave 
the wilds of the Mission for inventive flavors. 
Don’t miss Secret Breakfast (it involves corn 
flakes, bourbon, and a lot of deliciousness). 1 
Ferry Building, 550-6971, humphryslocombe.com. 

Kin Khao: Union Square's new Thai restaurant 
has a menu that goes way beyond pad Thai. 
The menu, from Bangkok-born food writer and 
chef Pim Techamuanvivit, covers lesser-known 
specialties like sour curry and rice noodles with 
Dungeness crab. Cocktails come from the Bon 
Vivants (Trick Dog). 55 Cyril Magnin, 362-7456, 
kinkhao.com. 

Trou Normand: Brandy is the theme, and the inspi- 
ration for the name, at this new FiDi restaurant 
and bar from the folks behind Bar Agricole. 
Charcuterie features prominently. 140 New 
Montgomery. 


Arinell PIZZA 





NEW YORK STYLE 


2119 SHATTUCK AVE BERKELEY | (510) 841-4035 
Now offering vegan pizza at this location 


1777 FULTON ST. @ MASONIC 
415-776-0106 
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415.647.1929 


Open Fri & Sat 
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That Cutsine 


DINE-IN e TAKE OUT e DELIVERY 
Open TUL tam Everyda y! 


SUNSET 
2123 Irving St 
415-753-3347 

Try Our Secret Menu 


UNION SQUARE 
420 Geary St 
415-346-3121 


3409 24TH ST. @ VALENCIA 
415-970-8815 


WWW.PAPALOTE-SF.COM 
WWW. TWITTER.COM /PAPALOTESALSA 


LATIN BISTRO 


eo A Ce A SO Ge DMR) | cms 
Happy Hour Monday-Thursday 5-7pm 
$5 menu is back! 

Introducing our new Executive Chef 


Jerry Mendoza 


4230 18TH ST 
415.525.4921 


MON-THU 7AM-9PM 
FRI-SAT 1-10PM 
WWW.CAFELATAZA.COM SUN 7AM-3PM 
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(ULL SERVICE CUBAN RESTAURANT 
LOCALLY GROWN & SOURCED PRODULTS 
ALITRENTIC AWD MODERS CUBAN CLARINET 
COSPORATE & PRIVATE EVENTS AVAR ABLE 


MAK? A GPSERVATIOW TODAY! 
www. CanaSanFrancisco.com 
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World Famous 
Original 
"Irish Coffee" 


From 9am 






Sat-Sun 
From 8am 
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SFMEDIACO.COM/ROCKTHEBOK 





Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
& Cocktails All Day 


2765 HYDE STREET 
(AT BEACH) 


415.474.5044 
thebuenavista.com 





mBUENA 


SATY FRANCISCO 
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RAM WUSSHON location! 


3189 16th st. 
415-683-6909 
sun-thu 11:30am-10pm 
fri-sat 11:30am-llom 
delivery 4-llom 


307 hayes st. 
415-874-9661 
10:30am-llopm 


free delivery starts 4pm daily. 
minimum order of $15. 





call in advance for 
daytime delivery. 











730 larkin st. 
415-931-6917 
Tam-midnight 

















MUJERES EN ACCION 


CELEBRATING WOMEN’S ART 


EAT ALE RE 


415.255.8201 - 546 VALENCIA ST. 


OPENINC RECEPTION WITH THE ARTISTS ON TUESDAY, 
MARCH 4TH, 3-SPM @ RUNS THROUCH APRIL 8TH, 2014 


Martha Castrillo 
Mijak-iancw Mie) es] (oss 
Cecile Robles-Blum 
Evelyn Gutierrez, 
Rosarie Mc.Hugh 
Amy Diaz 

Michele Simons 
Paulina Suarez 


PAN =)°és]alel esi = 110i aa) 
WV{=1 celal lerseste) IIS 


WV{=1 40) al (ets ox=1 a= ¥4 
Mrclasialc slate hy 

(Ci leyat-mleleclisss 
Wi-Valalik-yan@yihnxelae| 
DYalal sie Olelelits 
Mead atoll ncere | arelel=¥4 


CURATED BY CALIXTO ROBLES 
“COPACAWANA’ PHOTO CREDIT: VERONICA PEREZ 
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over an unassuming space that for 
years was occupied by a liquor store 
called Jefferson Market. 

For Local Cellar, beer fans can nab 
Almanac Beer and other local craft 
bottles from Rubicon Monkey Knife 
Fight to 101 North Heroine IPA, Eel 
River Blonde, and others. There was 
a bowl of hops on the counter to 
touch and smell, adding to the sudsy 
fun. For wines, expect California lo- 
cal bottles along the lines of Donkey 
& Goat, Broc Cellars, Matthiasson, 
Giornata, Farmers Jane, and Calder 
(the Charbono wine yields bright 
fruit and is part of the Slow Food 
Ark of Taste). 

It’s nice to see that many of the 
bottles are interesting but priced at 
$10.99 to $27.99 and without a giant 
markup. To combat our long bouts 
of warmer weather, a bottle of the 
fresh fruit infusions from Verbena 
is a nice sipping option — we went 
for the cherry flavor. Local Cellar’s 
David Dranitzke told us that much of 
the produce used by Verbena is the 
same used by Local Mission Market, 
and he loves the Verbena story and 
product — the batches are small and 
steeped into premium grape brandy 
to extract outstanding sugars and 
only fresh fruit and juice are used. 

Accessing this sort of local knowl- 
edge is why the compact space at 
Local Cellars should be on our radar: 
Find something new and exciting 
to try and ask away any questions 
before purchasing. Also many of the 
winemakers are friends and known 
to the Local Cellar family. When 
asked about how the neighbor- 
hood had reacted to the new shop, 
Dranitzke confirmed that folks had 
stopped in to say how excited they 
are to see Local Cellars open. 

Purchases can be made online for 
pickup at the shop or over at Local 
Mission Market. Having an online 
presence is another way that this 
shop is a different shopping expe- 
rience from the traditional Mission 
corner booze hub. Spend more than 
$99 for free delivery in the U.S. and 
bargain hunters can jump into the 
“no corkage” offer through April 
2014 for any wines purchased at 
Local Cellar and consumed at Local 
Mission Eatery or Local’s Corner. 

Local Cellar seems to follow the 
same local and seasonal approach 
with less on-hand bottle inventory 
than Bi-Rite or even the 26th and 
Guerrero Market. There’s just booze 
to order here, and it is recommended 
that hungry folks seeking a full meal 
or produce/charcuterie, cheese, and 
prepared foods journey to the nearby 
Local Mission Market to stock up. 
Hours are flexible, generally from 
noon to 8 p.m., but on Mondays the 
shop sometimes closes early. 


Local Cellar 


2801 22nd St., 795-4022, 
localcellarsf.com. 


@ BEST BURRITO 


FOR 13 YEARS! oy sr WEEKLY 


BEST TAQUERIA 


bythe Bay Guardian 


TAQUERIA 
CAN-CUN 


Burritos 
Tortas 


TOP 
INSIDER SPOT! 
‘Travelocity Editor's Pick 


ONE AYA OADyANG 
2288 Mission at 19th 415-252-9560 
1003 Market at 6th 415-864-6773 
3211 Mission at Valencia 415-550-1414 


ORGANICS 


BREWERY = SAN ERANCISCS 


SPANISH CUISINE 
FAPIM FRESH TAPAS & PAELLAS 
ARTISAN COCKTAILS 
SPANISH & CALIFORNIA WINES 
IDEAL FOR LARGE PARTIES 
LIVE FLAMENCU SUNDAYS 
NO COVER 


THIRSTYBEAR.COM 
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“WHAT DO YOU THINK OF GOOGLE? BE HONEST.” 


Hiding Out 


I’d been inside Dalva, in the 
Mission, for a couple of hours with 
Jimmy and Arnold. We'd walked 
through the long dark dive bar that 
makes up the front of the place and 
gone into the “Hideout” in the back, 
where a whole different bar in a dif- 
ferently designed space serves superb 
mixed drinks. 

We'd climbed up to the little 
second floor alcove and been joined 
by some people we vaguely knew. I 
sipped a delicious black Manhattan 
as we played “two truths and a lie.” 
No one believed I'd taken commu- 
nion at Mother Teresa’s hospice. My 
friends were buying my drinks, in 
payment for all the times they’ve 
come over and raided my carefully 
assembled Wall of Booze. I declared 
that one of the people I’d never met 
was my new sworn enemy — and 
then I stood up and told the 
bar in a booming voice that 
a new dawn of blood and 
beauty was descending 
upon us and that only 
my loyal minions 
would survive. 

The former 
pro-domme at our 
table clapped and 
said she was in if 
my minions got to 
wear really great 
costumes. “Oh abso- 
lutely,” I said, sitting 
back down. “That’s the 
most important thing.” 

“Then I’m in.” 

“Text me your measure- 
ments.” Which is a thing I'd never 
said before. 

Eventually we left, walking out 
of the oddly civilized upstairs sec- 
tion back down to the hideout, and 
through the dive bar’s noise and 
hustle, onto 16th Street. Outside, 
Jimmy met a Frenchman who was 
in town for his work with a robotics 
company, and who was very excited 
about the day that robots will kill 
us all. “So much more efficient than 
the humans at the murder!” he ex- 
claimed. 

Arnold got pulled into a conver- 
sation by a guy who works for Goo- 
gle, or told us he did. He was pretty 
insistent about it. 

“Come on,” he said. “What do 
you think of Google? Come on, be 
honest.” 

Here we were, nicely tipsy, on a 
busy street in the Mission at 11:30 
at night, smoking Jimmy’s ciga- 
rettes, and he goes and asks a thing 
like that. If he’d been a talented 
troublemaker, just looking to 
start something, I could respect 
that. But he was too obviously 
looking to impress us, even the 
genocidal Frenchman. 
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kids how to build things 


“Well,” Arnold said, “I believe 
that programmers have the skills to 
change the world. And I think that 
the first people who realized this 
bought up all the talent, kind of 
got a monopoly hold on these really 
important skills — which anyone 
can do, but not everyone can do in 
a way that changes the world. And 
now that these conglomerates of 
programmers have the power to 
change the world like no one before 
them, what do they actually do? 
They sell really small ads. And terri- 
ble games. Which is a way to go. 

“But I always wonder: What 
other ways could you go? Because 
if you ask people ‘if you had magic 
powers, how would you change the 
world?’ most people don’t say Td 
make lots of money selling tiny 
crap, and then invest it in improv- 
ing the crap-selling process.’ They 
think about ways to fundamentally 
change the word, not just score 

points in it. So what do 
we think about Goo- 
gle? About the whole 
industry? I think 
you score a lot of 
points. Which is 
neat. I personally 
have a 10th level 
half-dragon magic 
user, which is also 
neat. But scoring 
points is the oppo- 
site of creativity.” 

Arnold shrugged. 
“TI founded a non- 
profit to help teach 


with their hands, which is 

how I try to change the world, 
and my coding skills are weak. So 
that’s what I think: With all that 
magic power, all of those resources 
... what other ways could you go? 
What would an organization with 
real imagination do?” 

My cigarette fell out of my 
mouth. 

And... and... 

“Well, what else is there?” (al- 
leged) Google guy asked. “I mean, 
what other options are you talking 
about?” 

He didn’t understand. He hadn't 
gotten it. 

A glance passed between Jimmy 
and Arnold and me. We said we had 
to go. Google guy and the genocidal 
Frenchman wanted us to join them 
inside for a drink. Wasn’t hap- 
pening. We said goodbye and they 
walked in, talking about how their 
companies would bring us a new era 
of blood and analytics. 

Dalva deserves better, but it will 
take care of them. 


The Hideout & Dalva 
3121 16th St., 252-7740. 


Benjamin.Wachs@SFWeekly.com 
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World-Class Live Music 
+ Michelin Rated Japanese Cuisine 


1530 FULMORE ST. 415-655-5600 


Banh Mi. Vermicelll 
Rice Plates . Salads 
OF: 1K=) glare! 


Eat In - Take Out - Catering 
309 6th Ave @ Clement 


415-876-0283 
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SIOMMYS 


THE DOLLAR IS STILL 
STRONG AT TOMMY’S 


Hn BEST PLACE TO DRINK 


A SAN FRANCISCO TRADITION 
FOR OVER 60 YEARS! 


IS" HOUR OF PARKING 
FREE @ AMC 








IS THE SAN FRANCISCO MUSIC SCENE DOOMED? 


LLL 
WHAT CAN BE DONE TO KEEP A VITAL MUSICAL CULTURE IN THIS CITY? 


—_—— 


JOIN SF WEEKLY AND THE ROOT FOR A FREE PANEL DISCUSSION ON THESE ISSUES, 


WITH: 


JOHN VANDERSLICE, MUSICIAN AND OWNER, TINY TELEPHONE-STUDIOS 
JOCELYN KANE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, SAN FRANCISCO ENTERTAINMENT-COMMISSION 


GUY CARSON, FORMER OWNER, CAFE DU NORD 
ADAM THEIS, FOUNDER, JAZZ MAFIA 


JEREMY POLLOCK, LEGISLATIVE AIDE, SUPERVISOR JOHN AVALOS- 


MODERATED BY IAN S. PORT, MUSIC EDITOR, SF WEEKLY. 


7:30 P.M. TUESDAY, APRIL 1, AT THE CHAPEL. FREE; 


GO TO BLOGS.SFWEEKLY.COM/SHOOKDOWN FOR MORE INFORMATION. 
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Make-Out | Room 


4 
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WEDNESDAY 3/19 AT 9PM, FREE! 


BURN DOWN THE DISCO! 


80S DANCE PARTY 
DJS 2SHY-SHY, MELT W/U, KABOOM! 


80S GROOVE, WAVE, GOTH, SYNTH-POP, & MORE! 


THURSDAY 3/20 AT 10PM, FREE! 


SOUL: IT’S THE REAL THING! 


WITH THE SELECTER DJ KIRK & JON BLUNCK 
60S & 70S SOUL 


FRIDAY 3/21 AT 6PM, FREE! 


((SHAKE APPEAL)) 


GROOVY 60S/70S DANCE PARTY! 
GARAGE/SOUL/GLAM/PSYCHE/YE-YE/ROCK 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM, $5 
LOOSE JOINTS 


DJ TOM THUMP/DAMON BELL/CENTIPEDE 
FUNK/SOUL/HIP-HOP/LATIN/AFRO-BEAT 


SATURDAY 3/22 AT 7:30PM, $8 
CHRIS MILLS 
& THE DISTANT STARS 
CHRIS VON SNEIDERN 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM, $5 


EL SUPERRITMO! 
VO ae 
CUMBIA/DANCEHALL/SALSA/HIP-HOP 


SUNDAY 3/23 AT 7:30PM, $10-25 
OPEN MIND MUSIC PRESENTS 


A BENEFIT FOR HENRY WIMMER 
MISISIPI MIKE & PALS 
PLAY SWEETHEART OF THE RODEO 
HANDLER BROS + DANNY GRODY (TARENTEL) 
SHITTY SHITTY BAND BAND 


DJ TOPH ONE & NEIL MARTINSON 


MONDAY 3/24 AT 7PM, FREE! 


POP LIFE, THE ZERO-CALORIE QUIZ! 


W/ YOUR HOST AGENT J 
FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM, FREE! 


KARAOKE SUNDOWN MONDAYS 


W/ KJ ROGER NINER! 
TUESDAY 3/25 AT 6PM, FREE! 


MUSIK FOR YOUR TEETH 


ECLECTIC SELECTIONS BY 
ANTONIO MUSCO MSK.FM & GUESTS 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM, FREE! 


LOST & FOUND 


DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL 
DJS LUCKY, PRIMO & FRIENDS 


WEDNESDAY 3/26 AT 7:30PM, $10 


THE ROMANE EVENT FINALE! 
MARGA GOMEZ « JOE TOBIN 
KASEEM BENTLEY * SEAN KEANE 
DAVID GBORIE « LYDIA POPOVICH 
SCOTT SIMPSON « PACO ROMANE 
DHAYA LAKSMINARAYANAN 
DJ REAL + SAMSON KOLETKAR 
KEVIN MUNROE « STROY MOYD 
PLUS SPECIAL GUESTS! 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM, NO COVER! 


INT'L FREAKOUT A GO-GO! 
DJ SPECIAL LORD B, BEN BRACKEN 
BOBBY GANUSH 
60S-70S/ASIA/AFRICA/S.AMERICA/INDIA/EUROPE 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 





415-647-2888 « www.makeoutroom.com 
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Music For Anything 





Tycho's mellow post-rock becomes one's own personal soundtrack. 


By Ian S. Port 


For all our chin-scratching 
and genre-tagging and influence-iden- 
tifying, music people don’t often talk 
about what music is actually good for. 
We discuss the stuff like it’s a painting 
ona museum wall, an art form in a vac- 
uum. To some extent, that’s reasonable: 
Just as an art critic wouldn't evaluate a 
Pollock or a Picasso based on how well it 
matches her sofa, a music critic has no 
business judging an album on whether 
it suits his current mood. And most art- 
ists believe, rightly, that they have no 
business aiming to please. (Muzak pro- 
ducers everywhere, plus artistes like 
Brian Eno, have ignored or challenged 
this idea, writing works like Music For 
Airports to accompany specific places 
and activities.) 

Of course, real people — and by 
“real people” I mean to exclude music 
writers, nerds, and musicians them- 
selves — do not listen to music in a 
gallery. They play the stuff on their 
way to work, or while cooking dinner, 
or while strolling the aisles at the 
grocery store, and they choose mu- 
sic partly based on how well it suits 
those activities. When music critics 
and musicians get off the clock, we 
do this, too. We may believe that The 
Stooges and Chet Baker are both wor- 
thy artists, but we know not to play 
the Stooges at a romantic dinner, and 
we have learned (the hard way) not to 
put on Chet Baker before going out 
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to party with friends. Prior to picking 
something to play, most everyone 
gives some thought to whether 
certain music works for what’s hap- 
pening right now, or not. (And if you 
don’t believe me, look at the titles of 
your playlists sometime. I have one 
called “Party Rap.”) 

Technology has made this aware- 
ness especially necessary. Your grand- 
mother’s Victrola wasn't going to ac- 
company her to the produce market, 
but you sure as shit aren't leaving your 
iPhone behind on that trip to Whole 
Foods. Now that you can bring your 
music with you everywhere, you need 
music that can accompany anything. 

All of which may explain the suc- 
cess of Tycho. 

Certain artists make it impossible 
to ignore the utilitarian aspects of 
music, and Tycho, the trio led by San 
Francisco producer and graphic de- 
signer Scott Hansen, is one of them. 
Since the release of its 2011 album, 
Dive, Tycho has enjoyed considerable 
success: approving reviews on popu- 
lary music sites, enviable slots at major 
festivals, palpable anticipation for a 
follow-up record. Which is all a bit 
surprising, considering that Tycho 
makes glistening, unobtrusive post- 
rock that is entirely instrumental. 
You can't sing along to this music, 
and you can't really dance to it, either. 
Tycho songs, especially those on Dive, 
move like time-lapse footage of a day 
going by: There’s a distant throb of 
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drums, a slowly unfurling arc of syn- 
thesizer, a few droplets of reverb-y 
guitar. The melodies yawn. Nothing 
demands your attention. And maybe 
that’s the attraction. 

I wouldn't say that I loved Dive, 
yet I played it almost every day for 
months after it came out. I found 
myself wishing I knew more music 
like it. This was an album to put on 
first thing in the morning, whether 
waking to a deadline, as I often do, or 
a weekend day of reading the news- 
paper. The pace wasn't entirely sleepy, 
but it wasn't distracting, either. Many 
of the songs generated waves of 
melancholy, but the electronic drums 
underneath the melodies countered 
them with a forward energy. Dive was 
balanced, comforting, and reliable: 

It was ideal music to do other things 
to. (Many say it was great to do other 
people to, as well.) This has to have 
been a factor in its success. 

Artists generally don’t like to be 
thought of as making background 
music, and Hansen is no excep- 
tion. He certainly isn’t trying to 
soundtrack our hookups. 

“A lot of the feedback I get is like, 
‘Oh, it’s great for this or that,” he says. 
“But that’s definitely not what’s built 
into it. ... To begin with, it’s a raw, 
vague emotional state that I’m trying 
to translate.” But while Hansen’s songs 
do impart feelings, however vague, 
they also evoke something else, a spa- 
ciousness, a sense of landscape, that 


Tycho’s Zac Brown, 
left, and Scott Hansen 





Reuben Wu 
makes them a particularly satisfying 
accompaniment to pretty much any- 
thing. “It becomes something different 
toward the end [of the production pro- 
cess],” he says of his music. “I do start 
to see imagery and feel like it’s kind of 
an activity-type thing.” 

Awake, Tycho’s latest album, is 
more demanding of one’s attention. 
After so many live performances 
behind Dive, Hansen came to like the 
more muscular sound of live drums, 
and recorded this new album with 
them. It’s a positive change: Rather 
than distant pulses, the rhythms 
on “Apogee” or “Specter” ride as 
high in the mix as the synths, bass, 
and guitars, giving the songs a new 
agility and taking away some of the 
monotony that made Dive highlights 
like “A Walk” so dully entrancing. But 
“Plains,” as Hansen explains, is one 
of the most nakedly emotional tracks 
he’s yet released, and the album’ title 
track exhibits all the best qualities of 
Tycho’s music: A nagging, indelible 
guitar melody, an ambling rhythm, 
and a slowly building climax of soft, 
glimmering melodies and reverb. 
Awake is another excellent album to 
work, or muse, or wander the streets 
to. But it’s worth giving more serious 
attention as well. 


Tycho 

With Trails and Ways. 8 p.m. 
Thursday, March 20, at the Fillmore. 
$25; thefillmore.com. 
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WED 3/19 
WAVY WENSDAZE WEEKLY 


THURS 3/20 
MOOLICIOUS CREPES 
AND DANCE KARAOKE 
WITH DJ PURPLE 


FRI 3/21 


CHEVERE 4 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 
(DANCEHALL, TIMBA, REGGAETON, 


BACHATA) 
SAT 3/22 


ELECTRIC WKND 
(INDIE, ELECTRONIC, NEW WAVE) 


TUES 3/25 


TACO TUESDAYS 
AND DJ CUBA 


SLATE-SF.COM 
RSVP@SLATE-SF.COM - 415-558-8521 
2925 16TH STREET SAN FRANCISCO CA 94103 
- One block from Bart - 
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ALL SHOWS ALL AGES 


THURSDAY MARCH 20 
CRUCKFIGHTERS 


o7 .\ | LIFORINI 1A BLACKWYU |S 


SUNDAY MARCH 2 
BEST IN BRUTALITY 
FEAT: BROKEN HOPE, OCEANO 


THURSDAY MARCH 27 
FALLEN RIVIERA 
W/ ASH THURSDAY a fe] 51 = 


FRIDAY INST 

THE INSTITUTION 
DEEP DIMENSIO 
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WE GIES EXMORTUS 
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JUDGEMENT PLAY 
(FROM THE POINT BREAK LIVE TEAM) 
FRIDAY eats 4 

DIRT ASTY 

Ww/ x STs 
See APRIL a 

LA Mi 


W/ VELA EYES, 
HERE COME THE SAVIOURS 


SUNDAY APRIL 13 
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W/ CRASHFASTER, GNARBOOTS 
TUESDAY APRIL 22 

ANVI 


W/ SPECIAL GUESTS. 
WEDNESDAY APRIL 


DILLINGER ESCAPE PLAN 
W/ TRASH TALK, RETIX, SHINING 


FRIDAY APRIL 25 
ORE TIME 
(DAFT PUNK TRIBUTE) 


375 ELEVENTH ST. 


415-626-1409 
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Music 7 SIZZLE & FIZZLE 


Highs and lows from 
the last week in S.F. 
MUSIC. 


SIZ 71 

@ Prince played a stunning two-hour 
show at the Fox Theater on Saturday. It 
was announced only days before, at 10:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, but the show still 








sold out in minutes. Those who snagged 
tickets got treated to a bunch of the Purple 
One's best-loved songs, such as “When 
Doves Cry,” “Purple Rain,” and “Sign ‘0' the 
Times." 


i A Bay Area radio station spent last 
weekend playing Nelly’s 2002 smash hit 
“Hot in Herre” on endless loop. The stunt 
is common in the radio industry, but this 
one attracted global attention, its own 
Twitter hashtag, and a comment from the 
artist himself. The loop was slated to end 
at 5 p.m. Monday, when the Latin Mix sta- 
tion was to change formats. 





W BottleRock Napa Valley answered a 
question burning in the minds of Bay Area 
OutKast fans: When is the Atlanta rap duo 
coming here? Now we know: sometime be- 
tween May 30 and June 1, to play the second 
iteration of Napa’s hometown music festival. 
Festival passes are available now, and sin- 
gle-day passes will go on sale in April. 


FIZZUE 

@ About that BottleRock lineup: It's a 
total ‘90s nostalgia-fest: There’s OutKast, 
sure, but also Weezer, Third Eye Blind, Bare- 
naked Ladies, Blues Traveler, Smash Mouth, 
Spin Doctors, Gin Blossoms, and Cracker. 
Here's hoping they're all limited to playing 
only their hit songs. And is there a chance 
other ‘90s alt-rock radio faves, like Space 
Hog, Goo Goo Dolls, Everclear, or Harvey 
Danger, could make the list? 








i Tragedy struck South by Southwest last 
week when a drunk driver - Rashad Owens, 
a rapper in town to perform at the annual 
confab — drove through a police barrier and 
into a crowd, injuring 22 people and killing 
three, as of press time. Our heart goes out 
to the families of the victims and everyone 
affected by this awful incident. SXSW has 
launched a fund to assist the victims. 





i The music and fashion worlds are grap- 
pling with the apparent suicide of L'Wren 
Scott, a fashion designer, model, and 
longtime girlfriend of Mick Jagger. Ina 
Statement, Jagger said he was “completely 
shocked and devastated by the news.” The 
two had been dating since 2001. 


For full versions of the above stories 
and much more about S.F. music, check 
out All Shook Down, our music blog, at 
sfweekly.com/shookdown. 
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FACEBOOK: /THEFILLMORE 
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1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SHOW INFO:415-346-6000 


INSTAGRAM: @THEFILLMORE 


TONES YA RDS ) 


MARCH 21 & 22 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 ¢ $32.50 


GALACTIC 


THE HEAVY PETS - BRUSHY ONE STRING 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $25.00 


G. LOVE & 
J 16) BRYN @ 3 


ETHAN TUCKER 


MARCH 27, 28 & 29 
THU DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $35.00 
FRI/SAT DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $35.00 


ON SALE 
FRIDAY! 


APRIL 14 & 15 
1 DX@lO) SIVA) 5 (ON Peele) 


JAGWAR MA 


APRIL 29 & 30 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $27.50 


JASON ISBELL 


HOLLY WILLIAMS 


THURSDAY, MAY 1 
1 BX@lO) SJ) 5 (ON YOR O\e) 


ERIC HUTCHINSON 


FRIDAY, MAY 2 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $20.50 


SHARON JONES & MANCHESTER 


ORCHESTRA 


BALANCE AND COMPOSURE 
KEVIN DEVINE AND THE GODDAMN BAND 


SATURDAY, MAY 3 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 ¢ $25.00 


ORGONE VS. 
MONOPHONICS 


SATURDAY, APRIL 5 


BIG HEAD TODD &| NEEDTOBREATHE 
THE MONSTERS FOY VANCE 


SATURDAY, MAY 10 
HAZEL MILLER - RONNIE BAKER BROOKS | DY @)@) >a, SHOW 9 ¢ $25.00 
SUNDAY, APRIL 6 


7 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $29.50 OLD 97 S 
SUNDAY, MAY II 
GARY NUMAN 


| DIO@XO) SR Meoyae) = (Od Moe- On Peele) 
BIG BLACK DELTA - ROMAN REMAINS 


PAGANFEST 
SUNDAY, APRIL 13 KORPIKLAANI - TURISAS - CHTHONIC 
1 DI OlO) EVs) = (OE Peele) VARG - WINTERHYMN 
PVT SS fo) PAS SELF WEDNESDAY, MAY 14 
INDULGENCE 


| DI@lO) SOs) = (OE een Ole) 
DEATH VALLEY HIGH ¢- THE IRIS 


THE DAP-KINGS 


VALERIE JUNE 


FRIDAY, APRIL 4 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $22.50 


KING LOS - BIZZY CROOK 


JAMES BLUNT 


OH HONEY 


ticketmaster.com Le, Corts Citi 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. *Advance tickets will still 
be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 
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BILLIE JOE ARMSTRONG 


OF Ghli~ ay 


SCOTT MATHEWS 
PAT MONAHAN 


OF TAA 


JOE SATRIANI 


HANCY WILSOK 


OF HEART 


Tickets will ONLY be available at LiveNation.com. There is a two-ticket 
limit per customer. All orders over the ticket limit WILL BE CANCELLED. 
This concert is a WILL CALL ONLY event. All will call tickets must be 


picked up by the card holder. Alternate names for will call will not be 


SO | 


permitted. All dates, acts and ticket prices subject to change without °F ILLMORE 
notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. 
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LOST IN THE NIGHT 





An Education 


By Derek Opperman 


Chicago’s Dance Mania label 
may not bea household name, but 
you ve probably heard of some of its 
artists. “Teachers,” Daft Punk’s 
name-dropping classic (from the duo’s 
first album, Homework) plays like a 
Rolodex of old-school Chicago heads 
who once populated Dance Mania’s 
discography. The reason for this is 
simple: The imprint has had a pro- 
found effect on the history of not only 
house, but dance music in general. 
This Saturday, Icee Hot is teaming up 
with Honey Soundsystem to offer a 
night with three of the original 
“Teachers”: Paul Johnson, Jammin 
Gerald, and Parris Mitchell. 

Dance Mania started in 1985, 
around the time when Chicago 
house’s first murmurings emerged 
on vinyl and reel-to-reel. Unlike 
other labels operating at the time, 
Dance Mania quickly established 
an aesthetic for itself that was raw, 
percussive, and streetwise, with 
cuts like Hercules’ “7 Ways” and The 
House Master Boyz and The Rude 
Boy of House’s “House Nation” 
departing far from Chicago house's 
early obsession with emulating dis- 
co and synth-pop. Later cuts, like 
Lil’ Louis’ sinister and busted “The 
Original Video Clash” carried this 
idea further, popularizing “tracks” 
— stripped-down dance music de- 
signed for DJ use that lacks the con- 
ventional pop structure of a “song.” 
Eventually, this evolved into a whole 
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subgenre associated with Dance 
Mania known as “ghetto house” — a 
speedy and sexualized form exempli- 
fied by works like Jammin Gerrald’s 
“Black Women (Club),” which loops 
“You've got to sweat motherfucker” 
and samples coital moans over a 
bone-dry drum machine loop. 
Though its prime years have since 
passed, interest in Dance Mania 
has been on the rise. In January, 
London’s archivist Strut imprint 
released Hardcore Traxx: Dance Mania 
Records 1986-1997, a comprehensive 
retrospective of the label’s most 
iconic works. This comes at a time 
when many contemporary DJs are 
discovering that much of the label's 
back catalog fits easily into mod- 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


Witness 5.0 featuring Juan Atkins 

at 1015 Folsom, 10 p.m. Friday, March 21. 
$15-$25; 1015.com 

Techno would not exist in its present form 
without Juan Atkins. The Detroit producer 
invented the spacey and futuristic sound in 
the mid-’80s through a string of releases 
recorded under his now-mythological 
aliases like Cybotron and Model 500. He's 
remained active ever since, and his DJ sets 
reflect a continually evolving American in- 
terpretation of the genre, with old-school 
classics mixed with sounds drawn from the 
contemporary underground. 


Lights Down Low presents Tensnake at 
Mezzanine, 9 p.m. Friday, March 21. $20- 
$22; mezzaninesf.com 

Many know Tensnake solely for “Coma Cat,” 
his disco-tinged 2010 club anthem. How- 
ever, the German producer offers a whole 
lot more: His sound is an accessible take on 
house that mixes ‘90s nostalgia with 
rhythms and bass lines tuned for the bom- 
bastic soundsystems and wild atmospheres 
of Ibiza’s all-night party culture. 


Parris 
Mitchell 


ern techno and house sets — even 
prompting a small ghetto house 
revival. That’s all well and good, but 
nothing compares to the real deal, 
which is why we think Icee Hot and 
Honey Soundsystem’s Dance Mania 
showcase this Saturday is a can't- 
miss event. Expect an evening of un- 
derground house music in its most 
undiluted form. 


Icee Hot and Honey Soundsystem 
resent Paul Johnson, 

Jammin Gerald, Parris Mitchell, 
Mister Saturday Night, Jackie 
House, Josh Cheon, Robot Hustle, 
Shawn Reynaldo, DJ Will, and 
Ghosts on Tape at Public Works 

9 p.m. Saturday, March 22. $15-$20; 
publicsf.com 


Galaxy Radio presents Voltaire Record Re- 
lease Party at The Knockout, 10 p.m. Sat- 
urday, March 22. Free; knockoutsf.com 
The cheese and glamor of ‘80s Italian disco 
(or “Italo”) lives on every month at Galaxy 
Radio. It’s a free party that's dedicated it- 
self to the niche genre made popular in 
America by Kano’s “I'm Ready” — famously 
Sampled in Tag Team's “Whoomp! (There it 
Is). This Saturday's party is a showcase on 
local label Voltaire Records, with a live per- 
formance by modern Italo practitioner 
PLaZA and DJ sets by Roche and CB-R. 


London Calling presents D‘Julz at Audio 
Discotech, noon Sunday, March 23. $10- 
$20; audiosf.com 

It must be this past year’s good weather: Day 
parties are on the rise in San Francisco. The 
latest is an extravaganza at Audio featuring a 
set by Parisian deep house guru DJulz. He's 
the man behind Bass Culture, a label and party 
which has long served as a center for Paris’ 
dance music community. Expect jazzy modern 
deep house and other sounds suitable for 
nursing your hangover from the night before. 
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“HER VOICE WAS SHAKING.” 


All Hail 
Annie Clark 


By Byard Duncan 


On the evening of Oct. 22, 
2009, Annie Clark donned her guitar 
and stepped onstage at Castaways, a 
garage-sized dive bar in Ithaca, N.Y. 
Situated between a muddy canal and a 
gleaming fitness center, the venue was 
stippled with garish nautical kitsch: 
life preservers, light-up palm trees, a 
logo featuring a fish in sunglasses. 
Clark, barely 27 and fresh off the re- 
lease of Actor, her sophomore album, 
seemed awestruck by the packed 
house. She played an uninterrupted 
hour and a half before admitting she’d 
feared no one would show up. Her 
voice was shaking. 

This Annie Clark, with her hesita- 
tions, deprecations, and coy anxiet- 
ies, will not be present at Oakland’s 
Fox Theater this week. She will, most 
likely, never be seen again. Instead, 
audiences will behold a sort of snarl- 
ing demigod — a stoic virtuoso with 
a repertoire sharp as a switchblade 
and a shock of hair dyed the color of 
a great white’s fin. 

So what changed? Well, Clark’s 
secret, like most juicy ones, got out. 
Strange Mercy, her 2011 follow-up to 
Actor, was a monstrous success — a 
near-masterpiece that oscillated 
between fragile and frenzied, precise 
and unkempt. The next time | saw St. 
Vincent, 17 months after the Cast- 
aways encounter, it was a wholly dif- 
ferent experience. All of the baroque 
elegance present on Actor — the 
spectral harmonies, the woodwinds, 
the plinking guitar lines — had 
collapsed into something scorched 
and turbulent. Clark was in front 
of thousands now, tearing through 
songs like “Surgeon” and “Northern 
Lights” with a wild dog’s ferocity. Her 
band, which had functioned more as 
a mini-orchestra before, was pared 
down to just a drummer and two 
keyboardists (who themselves looked 
quite grim, and were positioned fac- 
ing off from the stage’s edges, as if 
one minor chord away from launch- 
ing a nuclear strike). For an encore, 
she rattled through her punk-fla- 
vored “Krokodil,” then dived off the 
stage, breaking her foot. 

By the time she appeared with 
David Byrne at San Francisco’s 
Orpheum Theater to support their 
collaborative 2012 album, Love This 
Giant, her transformation was near- 
ly complete. The evening felt like a 
sort of decadent performance art: 
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Clark and Byrne, orbiting each other 
eagerly, singing and shimmying in 
unison with their eight-piece brass 
band. While the arrangements were 
impeccably executed — songs like 

“T Am an Ape” and “I Should Watch 
TV” felt shipshape and regal — they 
seemed at times like detours for 
Clark. Indeed, though Love This Giant 
was released in 2012, it was mostly 
conceptualized in 2009 and 2010 — 
shortly after she finished Actor, and 
well before Strange Mercy’s low growl 
began to register. Even as listeners 
reveled in the album’s intricacies, 
they secretly craved the menace 
Clark hinted at in 2011. They waited, 
with equal parts excitement and 
fear, to see what she would dream 
up next. 

St. Vincent, released on Feb. 24, 
doesn’t just employ all the tools 
Clark possesses; it also shows that 
she knows exactly how to use them, 
and when to holster them. It kicks 
off with “Rattlesnake,” a buzzing 
electro-funk workout that scatters 
a fistful of Strange Mercy grit atop 
a Love This Giant-style beat. It then 
hopscotches across a wide spectrum 
of textures, by turns screeching 
(“Birth In Reverse”), prancing (“Digi- 
tal Witness”), and lamenting (‘T Pre- 
fer Your Love”). From start to finish, 
it’s more beautiful than Actor and 
more sonically fierce than Strange 
Mercy. It is not, as Pitchfork writer 
Lindsay Zoladz stated, “the Platonic 
ideal of a St. Vincent record, execut- 
ing with perfect poise everything we 
already know she can do.” Rather, 
it’s a clicking together of pieces that 
hadn't quite lined up before — the 
harsh and the lush, the off-kilter 


St. Vincent 





Renata Raksha 


and the accessible. Its moments of 
restraint aren't pulled punches. They 
speak to a degree of control that 
Clark has, for the past five years, 
only been reaching toward. 

This unflinching mastery — over 
her music, image and identity — is 
perhaps the best framework for 
understanding Clark in 2014. She 
no longer simply performs as “St. 
Vincent”; she embodies the title, 
inextricably and unapologetically. 
Her music, like that of Radiohead, is 
now looked to as a sort of barometer 
of indie rock. It both sets standards 
and demolishes them. It is, further- 
more, no accident that the album’s 
cover features her in a sparkling ball 
gown, perched atop a pink throne, 
shooting daggers. So forceful does 
she now appear, as both an artist 
and an entity, that it’s hard to imag- 
ine her as a 115-pound mortal, ina 
slim black dress, sweating under the 
lights of an Ithaca dive bar. 

Hard but not impossible. Near 
the end of her set at Castaways, 
Clark closed her eyes and asked the 
audience to give her a moment. She 
didn’t want to exaggerate or misrep- 
resent what she was about to say. 
She was nervous. Hedging the very 
bets about herself and her music 
that are now completely off. 

“T think this is the best show 
we've had on this tour yet,” she said 
to the tiny crowd. 

We shrieked our approval. All 200 
of us. 

St. Vincent 

With Noveller. 8 p.m. Saturday, 
March 22, at the Fox Theater 
Oakland. $29.50; 
thefoxoakland.com. 
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Leaving 
the Censors 
Behind 


INS.F., Vietnamese rapper 
Suboi can finally speak 
her mind. 


By Emily Wilson 


Vietnam’s 24-year-old queen 
of hip-hop, Hang Lam Trang Anh, is 
looking forward to her first visit to the 
United States. She definitely wants to 
see the Golden Gate Bridge, which is 
familiar to her from TV, movies, and 
even karaoke. But what she’s most ex- 
cited about is being able to say what- 
ever she wants onstage, with no fear of 
censorship. 

“It’s very hard in Vietnam,” 
says the rapper known as Suboi 
in a Skype interview. “If you say 
something too real, it gets a little 
bit weird. If you say things about 
money, drugs, and sex, they’re not 
going to approve — they’re going to 
censor it. I don’t want to censor my- 
self — this is America, and I can say 
whatever the fuck I want.” 

Marky Enriquez, who produces 
the musical event Directions in 
Sounds for the Center for Asian 
American Media's Film Festival 
(CAAMFest) booked Suboi for a 
performance in S.F. this week after 
seeing her video, “Chat Riéng Cia 
T6i” (which Google helpfully trans- 
lates as “I’m not chic, but I have my 
own quality”). Some aspects of the 
clip clearly belong to hip-hop culture 
— breakdancing, graffiti, and kids 
in baggy clothes and baseball hats 
hanging out in a deserted contain- 
er yard. But the clipped, staccato 
language, and the imagery of some 
young professionals in suits having 
lunch outside with juice boxes, make 
us aware that this isn’t America. 
Suboi, tiny with long, black hair, 
strides through the video with atti- 
tude. That swagger and her delivery 
impressed Enriquez. 

“Hip-hop has penetrated all parts 
of the world, and it’s only a matter 
of time for a Vietnamese rapper who 
happens to be female to come up,’ 
he says. “I can hear influences from 
Mos Def and Rakim, and it feels like 
she’s been doing her hip-hop home- 
work and listening to rap from the 
Golden Era.” 

Hip-hop has gained popularity 
in the last few years in Vietnam, 
especially in urban areas like Hanoi 
and Ho Chi Minh City. In a country 
where almost two-thirds of the 92 
million people are under 30 (and 
more than half are under 25), some 
of those young people want an al- 
ternative to love ballads, Britney 
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Spears, and the Backstreet Boys. 
Suboi, who started rapping in a 
nu-metal band at 17, provides that 
alternative. 

Growing up, Suboi hardly ever 
heard rap, which is considered rebel 
music. But when she finally did, it 
made a big impression. At 10 years 
old, she saw Will Smith performing 
“Nod Ya Head” on TV, and his en- 
ergy hooked her. At 15, she started 
listening to Eminem, whom she calls 
her first English teacher. “Will Smith 
was the kick for me to do it,” Suboi 
says. “But the most important per- 
son for me was Eminem. That’s why 
my English is so bad. He was always 
saying things like, ‘Fuck you, bitch, 
I’m going to kill you!” 

Suboi’s popularity shows how 
hip-hop, born on New York City 
streets in the’70s, has taken hold 
internationally. With two albums, 
Walk and Run, Suboi has more than 
700,000 fans on her Facebook page, 
gets tens of thousands of views on 
YouTube, and appears in advertise- 
ments for Adidas and Samsung, 
among others. Before coming to the 
U.S., she will perform in Japan and 
Manchester, England. 

In spite of how far she’s come, 
Suboi says a young woman in hip-hop 
still surprises people. “My lyrics are 
a little harsh, but my look is so nice,” 
she said. “People see me, and they say, 
‘What the fuck?” 

Suboi is used to being one of few 
women in a mostly male world. But 
at CAAMFest’s Directions in Sound 
event, called Here Comes Treble, she 
will headline an all-female lineup 


“MY LYRICS ARE A LITTLE HARSH, BUT MY LOOK IS SO NICE.” 





Suboi 


assembled by Enriquez. Along with 
Suboi, he booked Rocky Rivera, a 
local performer who has opened for 
Macklemore and Snoop Dogg. As 
with Suboi, Rivera says her audience 
members might be surprised at first 
when they see her, a Filipina, on 
stage. But Rivera — who took her 
name from the main character in 
Jessica Hagedorn’s novel, The Gang- 
ster of Love, and who coordinates af- 
ter-school programs at underserved 
Oakland high schools — thinks 

it’s inspiring as well. “You can tell 
they've been lacking music like 
mine,” Rivera said. “There’s some- 
thing I have to offer that no one else 
can, and I try and think about that 
when I write music. I never want to 
be limited to just my gender.” 

Here Comes Treble has more than 
hip-hop. Ukulele-playing Cynthia Lin, 
who counts Joni Mitchell and Ella 
Fitzgerald as her strongest influences, 
will perform with her indie-folk band 
the Blue Moon All-Stars. Pursuing a 
career in the arts takes boldness, Lin 
thinks, particularly for Asian women. 
None of the women on the lineup 
lack that, certainly not Suboi. “It’s my 
chance to show what I can do,” the 
Vietnamese rapper says about her 
U.S. debut. “Now I see more possi- 
bilities. People have made me see life 
is wider. This life is more interesting 
than just staying in one place.” 


Suboi, Rocky Rivera, 

Cynthia Lin and the Blue Moon 
All-Stars, and more 

9:30 p.m. Saturday, March 22, 

at 111 Minna. $20; caamfest.com. 
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LISTINGS 


Club listings are offered as a free service to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space restrictions. To 
have a listing added, contact Clubs Editor John Graham by email (John.Graham@sfweekly.com), fax (777- 
1839), or mail (225 Bush St. 17th, Floor, S.F.,CA 94104). To change an existing listing, call 536-8147. Deadline 
is noon Tuesday for the following week's issue. Our Concerts section lists major shows and special events. 
Call individual clubs for show details. Except as noted, all phone numbers are in the 415 area code. Listings 
rotate regularly, as space allows. Our complete listings of local clubs - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre - are available online. 


ae 


OAKLAND 


WEDNESDAY 3/19 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. Yellow Ostrich, 


Pattern Is Movement, Paint the Trees White, 9 p.m., 
$12-$14. 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. Thumpers, 


Solwave, 9 p.m., $10. 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia, S.F. Sam Roberts Band, Kris 


Orlowski, 9 p.m., $15-$18. 


CONCERTS 


THURSDAY 3/20 


Evgeny Kissin: 8 p.m., $15-$96. Davies Symphony 
Hall, 201 Van Ness, S.F. 

Tycho: 8 p.m., $25-$35 advance. The Fillmore, 
1805 Geary, S.F. 


FRIDAY 3/21 


Berlin: W/ Ownership, DJ Shindog, 9 p.m., $28. 
Bimbo's 365 Club, 1025 Columbus, S.F. 

Electric Bounce House: W/ Tiésto, Calvin Harris, 
Afrojack, DJ Vice, 7:30 p.m., $30-$80.75 advance. 
SAP Center, 525 W. Santa Clara St., San Jose. 

Galactic: 9 p.m., $32.50-$44.50 advance. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, S.F. 

Jackie Greene: W/ The Mother Hips, Tumbleweed 
Wanderers, 7 p.m., $29.50. Fox Theater - Oakland, 
1807 Telegraph, Oakland. 

Maya Beiser: All Vows: Featuring films by Bill 
Morrison, 8 p.m., $30-$35. Yerba Buena Center 
for the Arts, 701 Mission, S.F. 

New Century Chamber Orchestra: Atlantic 
Crossing: 8 p.m., $29-$59. San Francisco Con- 
servatory of Music, 50 Oak, S.F. 

The Rock Collection featuring Melvin Seals, Stu 
Allen, Greg Anton, Lebo, and Robin Sylvester: 
W/ Dgiin, 9 p.m., $26. Great American Music Hall, 
859 O'Farrell, S.F. 

The Sounds: W/ Blondfire, Strange Talk, Popscene 
DJs, 9 p.m., $25-$27. The Regency Ballroom, 
1290 Sutter, S.F. 


Today's Mixtape Festival: Pure Noise Records 
five-year anniversary show with The Story So Far, 
Rotting Out, No Bragging Rights, Forever Came 
Calling, Elder Brother, 8 p.m., $20. Oakland Metro 
Operahouse, 630 Third St., Oakland. 

Vonda Shepard: 8 p.m., $40-$55. Feinstein’s at 
the Nikko, 222 Mason, S.F. 


SATURDAY 3/22 


12th Planet, SPL, Two Fresh, DJ Dials: Show 
postponed from Dec. 5, 2013; all original tickets 
honored, 8 p.m., $23-$28. The Regency Ballroom, 
1290 Sutter, S.F. 

The Anything Goes Chorus: 33rd Annual Con- 
cert: 7:30 p.m., $5-$20. First Congregational 
Church - Oakland, 2501 Harrison, Oakland. 

Galactic: 9 p.m., $32.50-$44.50 advance. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, S.F. 

Maya Beiser: All Vows: Featuring films by Bill 
Morrison, 8 p.m., $30-$35. Yerba Buena Center 
for the Arts, 701 Mission, S.F. 

New Century Chamber Orchestra: Atlantic 
Crossing: 8 p.m., $29-$59. San Francisco Con- 
servatory of Music, 50 Oak, S.F. 

New Esterhazy Quartet: 4 p.m., $25. St. Mark's 
Lutheran Church, 1111 O'Farrell, S.F. 

San Francisco Renaissance Voices: 7:30 p.m., 
$20-$30. Seventh Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
1329 Seventh Ave., S.F. 

St. Vincent: W/ Noveller, 8 p.m., $29.50. Fox 
Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland. 

Takacs Quartet: 8 p.m., $62+. UC Berkeley, Hertz 
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Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. Hellbeard, Serial Hawk, 
Sludgebucket, 8:30 p.m., $7. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. Terra Moans, The 
Krypters, My Name Is Joe, 9:30 p.m., $6. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., S.F. Spirit Caravan, 
Pilgrim, Waxy, 8 p.m., $15. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, S.F. “BroMance: A Night Out for 
the Fellas,” 9 p.m., free. 
The Cafe: 2369 Market, S.F. “Sticky Wednesdays,” >> 


Hall, College & Bancroft, Berkeley. 

Today's Mixtape Festival: W/ The Wonder Years, 
Defeater, Comeback Kid, Citizen, Real Friends, 
Backtrack, Xibalba, Downpresser, To the Wind, 
Modern Baseball, The Beautiful Ones, 2 p.m., 
$25. Oakland Metro Operahouse, 630 Third 
St., Oakland. 

Tommy Castro & The Painkillers: W/ The Bad 
Jones, 8 p.m., $20. Great American Music Hall, 
859 O'Farrell, S.F. 

Vonda Shepard: 7 p.m., $40-$55. Feinstein's at 
the Nikko, 222 Mason, S.F. 


SUNDAY 3/23 


Aca-West A Cappella Festival: W/ Vocal Rush, 
The Riveters, The House Jacks, 7 p.m., $20. USF 
Campus McLaren Hall, 2130 Fulton, S.F. 

Left Coast Chamber Ensemble: Short Stories: 
7 p.m., $15-$30. San Francisco Conservatory of 
Music, 50 Oak, S.F. 

Pocket Opera: The Magic Flute: English-language 
version translated by Pocket Opera director 
Donald Pippin., 2 p.m., $15-$42. Florence Gould 
Theater at the Legion of Honor, 100 34th Ave., S.F. 

Shahram Nazeri: 7:30 p.m., $45-$100. Flint Center, 
21250 Stevens Creek, Cupertino. 

Takacs Quartet: 3 p.m., $62+. UC Berkeley, Hertz 
Hall, College & Bancroft, Berkeley. 

Today's Mixtape Festival: W/ Stick to Your Guns, 
Terror, Counterparts, Hundredth, Expire, Li- 
onheart, Troubled Coast, Worthwhile, 2 p.m., 
$25. Oakland Metro Operahouse, 630 Third 
St., Oakland. 

Wanting: W/ Dawen Wang (show moved from The 
Fillmore), 8 p.m., $25. Great American Music 
Hall, 859 O'Farrell, S.F. 

Young Women, Young Men: Together We Sing: 
Collaborative concert with the Ragazzi Boys 
Chorus and Young Women's Chorus of San 
Francisco, 4 p.m., $10-$35. Calvary Presbyterian 
Church, 2515 Fillmore, S.F. 

Zakir Hussain & The Masters of Percussion: 7 
p.m., $22+. UC Berkeley, Zellerbach Hall, 2430 
Bancroft, Berkeley. 


MONDAY 3/24 


Black Lips: W/ The Coathangers, 8 p.m., $18. Great 
American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, S.F. 

San Francisco Contemporary Music Players: 
Project Anton: 8 p.m., $12-$30. Yerba Buena 
Center for the Arts, 701 Mission, S.F. 


TUESDAY 3/25 


Hugh Masekela: 7:30 p.m., $25-$65. SFJAZZ Center, 
205 Franklin, S.F. 

Kings of Leon: W/ Local Natives, 7:30 p.m., $28- 
$78.25 advance. SAP Center, 525 W. Santa Clara 
St., San Jose. 

San Francisco Gay Men's Chorus: Luster - An 
American Songbook: W/ special guest star 
Ann Hampton Callaway, 8 p.m., $25-$75. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, S.F. 

The Used: W/ Taking Back Sunday, Tonight Alive, 
Sleepwave, 7 p.m., $29.50-$40. Warfield Theatre, 
982 Market, S.F. 
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WED (UEC 


SISTER SPIT: 
8PM The Next Generation 
$10 with guests 


LISA BROWN and KIRK READ; 
Hosted by MICHELLE TEA 


THUR FN iOe paces ileal 


»30em |AFROLICIOUS 


$5 B4 |with DJs/Hosts 
10:30PM |PLEASUREMAKER & SENOR 02, 


and resident percussionists 


THE ASTEROID NO. 4 


s5 anv \WOEL GION 
$8 DOOR | & THE PRIMARY COLORS 


(Feat. Joel Gion of Brian 
Jonestown Massacre), 


DAYDREAM MACHINE 
and DJ JODIE ARTICHOKE 


SAT soe 


22 
oom MYKKI BLANCO (ny) 
$10-$15|T EA.M.S 
plus Resident DJs 
SANTA MSERTE and CHAUNCEY CC, 
Lasers & Fog by FUTURE WEAPONS, 
Adv tix ticketfly.com 


+L 5DUB MISSION 


ae presents a Bay Area-exclusive show: 


$11 abv JAHDAN BLAKKAMOORE 


LIVE Sound System with 


RELIC SECURE on the mic 
backed by DEEJAY THEORY 
(LargeUp/Faction Sound Crew) 


and DJ SEP 
MON [Fas 
326 |THE SHAPE 
$5 |and guests 
TUE Pe eas 
9228, |WILL WESTON, 
ANIMAL FRIEND, SALET 


WED PNM nara cimstrieem ti" 
3/26 |(BODYSHOCK 


ph One Year Anniversary 
Performing live: 


INHALT 

plus SSLEAZE (LA) and 
resident DJs CRACKWHORE, 
BLK RAINBOW, UNIT 77 


THURS PVCS im alcnteesrlilie marie 


eaten |AFROLICIOUS 


$5B4 |with DJs/Hosts 
10:30PM | PLEASUREMAKER & SENOR 02, 


SO AFTER | and resident CHURN EES 
FRE a cas 


UPCOMING 


SAT 3/29 EARLY SHOW: WRITERS WITH DRINKS: 
JANET MOCK 
LATE SHOW: SWEATER FUNK 
SUN 3/30 DUB MISSION: DJ SEP/ DJ SMASH 
MON 3/31 GO BY OCEAN 
TUE 4/1 | AM ANIMAL 


ADVANCED TICKETS: BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM 
= otem tele) im Releua see UE 
647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 
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LIVE MUSIC 6 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open TUESDAY thru SUNDAY | 'til 2:00 am+) 
“HAPPY HOUR” EVERYDAY 


4PM 'til 8PM: 
$4 WELLS/S4 DRAFTS/S$2 PBR/S$2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 





WEDNESDAY MARCH 19 2014 $5 


With: 
Plus: 
THURSDAY MARCH 20 2014 $5 (ADV) 


Plus: * T iG 
A full night bill of two top-notch live acts 
for only $5! You do NOT want to miss this! 
FRIDAY MARCH 21 2014 $10 (ADV) 
(NEW ORLEANS FUNK, R&B, SOUL) 


Plus: 
And: *£ 
A 7 piece rocking soul funk explosion, 
inciting a dance floor melee 
throughout Northern California. 


Featuring: 


SATURDAY MARCH 22 2014 $10 (ADV) 
(FUNK, SOUL) 


Plus: . 

Fronted by three powerhouse female 
vocalists, and backed by a rhythm section 
that digs deep for the groove, this band 
wastes no time getting you on your feet. 


Featuring: 


SUNDAY MARCH 23 2014 FREE 


(ROTC) 
With 
Plus: | 
Locally-sourced organic Hip-Hop for 
the people, by the people 
TUESDAY MARCH 25 2014 $7 


Plus: 
Electronic angst for post-millenium punks. 


WEDNESDAY MARCH 26 2014 $5 
(GYPSY BLUES, GARAGE JAZZ, SWING) 


Plus: 
A Wednesday Night Dance-Your-Face-Off Event! 


THURSDAY MARCH 27 2014 $10 (ADV) 
FREE BEFORE 9PM!!! 


Talking Heads Bash 
With blends of three-part harmonies, 
synthesizers, and heavy grooves, this 3-piece 
dance machine does Talking Heads right! 


tele] Bijele] Bivelel Wit) 4 hs 
APRIL 24 THRU 29 @ THE BLUE NILE ON FRENCHMEN ST 


** BOOGALOOIN’ ** 


AT * JAZZ FEST 2014 * 
IN NEW ORLEANS 
6 NIGHTS OF KICK-AZZ FUNKY LIVE MUSIC 
SHOWS! GET YOUR TICKETS NOW! 
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w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 8 p.m., free. 

Club X: 715 Harrison, S.F. “Electro Pop Rocks: EPR’s 
Spring Break,” 18+ dance night with Frank Nitty, D 
Menis, DJ Audiol, more, 9 p.m. 

DNA Lounge: 375 ith St., S.F. Go Chic, Blok, Violent 
Vickie, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, S.F. “Housepitality,”” w/ Kenneth 
Scott, Max Gardner, Sean Murray, Tony Watson, 9 
p.m., $5-S$10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., S.F. “What?,” w/ resident DJ 
Tisdale and guests, 7 p.m., free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., S.F. “Burn Down the 
Disco,’ w/ DJs 2shy-shy & Melt w/U, Third Wednesday 
of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, S.F. “Booty Call," w/ Juanita More, 
Joshua J, guests, 9 p.m., $3. 

Showdown: 10 Sixth St., S.F. “Nokturnal,” w/ DJs Coyle & 
Gonya, Third Wednesday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, S.F. “Over the 
Hump,” w/ Children of the Funk, 10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., S.F. “Mixtape Wednesday,’ 
w/ resident DJs Strategy, Junot, Herb Digs, & guests, 
9 p.m., $5. 


JAZZ 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission, S.F. ‘Cat's Corner,” 9 
p.m., $10. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., S.F. Terry Disley's 
Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, S.F. Jack Mos- 
bacher Duo, 8 p.m. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, S.F. Patrick Wolff Quartet, 
9 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, S.F. The Cosmo Alleycats fea- 
turing Ms. Emily Wade Adams, 7 p.m.., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, S.F. Fran Sholly, 
8 p.m. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, S.F. 
Ricardo Scales, Wednesdays, 6:30-11:30 p.m., $5. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, S.F. Four80East, 
Matt Marshak & Marcus Anderson, 8 p.m., $21. 

Zingari: 501 Post, S.F. Chris Duggan, 7:30 p.m., free. 


HINGE SELECTION OF MEN'S 2 
ays GUATADERA Srukgrs 


Bisby 


CLOTHING 
SUPERSTORE 


2366 MISSION STREET 
(BETWEEN 19TH & 20TH) 


A10.024./728 


WWW.ZOOTSUITSTORE.COM 
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Frozen Might 


TRUCKFIGHTERS 







= 
~ar 
4 7. 


SS 


ruckfighters 


Jonas Osman 


With Crobot, Blackwiilf, and The Devilin 
California. 8:30 p.m., Thursday, March 20, at DNA 
Lounge. $10-$12; www.dnalounge.com 


What is it about the chilly northern reaches of Sweden that inspires so 
many bands to worship at the desert-rock altar of Kyuss and Fu Manchu? 
Back in the early ’90s, Nordic disciples like Dozer and Spiritual Beggars 
proved Joshua trees and dry heat weren't required to create compelling, 
psychedelic stoner grooves. Fellow Swedish outfit Truckfighters didn’t 
form until 2001, but the band has spent the last decade-plus establishing 
itself as one of the genre’s most tuneful purveyors of thunderous, fuzzed- 
out fury. Heavy touring and a steady rotation of drummers slowed found- 
ers Oscar “Ozo” Cedermalm (bass, vocals) and Niklas “Dango” Kallgren 
(guitar) during the five years it took to record their latest effort, Universe. 
The stellar mix of urgent, riff-driven anthems and intricately layered epics 
like 13-minute album closer “Mastodont” prove the disc was well worth the 
wait. This week, Truckfighters play their first S.F. show with like-minded 
rockers Crobot, The Devil in California, and Blackwulf. Dave Pehling 


THURSDAY 3/20 


ROCK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, S.F. Lonesome 
Locomotive, Twin Engine, 9:30 p.m., $5-$7. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. Skaters, Team 
Spirit, Panic Is Perfect, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. CAAMFest 
Directions in Sound: Korean Showcase, w/ Love X 
Stereo, Rock n Roll Radio, Glen Check, No Brain, 
Kero One (host), DJ Relic, 9 p.m., $20. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Ith St., S.F. Truckfighters, Crobot, 


THE 


SALOON 


(415) 989-7666 © 12PM - 2AM 


WED 3/19 





CRAIG HORTON 


THU 3/20 CHRIS FORD (4PM - 8PM) 


CATHY LEMONS (9:30PM - 1:30AM) 


FRI 3/21 WEST COAST BLUES REVUE (4PM - 8PM 


CHRIS COBB (9:30PM - 1:30AM 


SAT 3/22 DAVE WORKMAN (4PM - 8PM) 
RON HACKER (9:30PM - 1:30AM) 
SUN 3/23 BLUES POWER (4PM - 8PM} 


THE DOOR SLAMMERS (9:30PM - 1:30AM) 


MON 3/24 PETER LINDMAN (4PM - 8PM) 


THE BACHELORS (9:30PM - 1:30AM) 


TUE 3/25 


1232 Grant Avenue — 


POWELL STREET BLUES BAND 


between Columbus and Vallejo 





The Devil in California, Blackwiilf, 8:30 p.m., $10-$12. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. Nubs, Atlantic Thrills, 
Scraper, 8:30 p.m., $7. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., S.F. The English Language, 
The Lolos, 9 p.m., $8. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. Iron Chic, The Shell 
Corporation, Civil War Rust, 10 p.m., $8. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, S.F. Haight-Ashbury Street Fair 
Fundraiser: Battle of the Bands #1, w/ Kingsborough, 
Battery Powered Grandpa, High & Tight, Them 
Creatures, 9 p.m., $5. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, S.F. “Popscene,” w/ The 
Lonely Forest, Semi Precious Weapons, Breakdown 
Valentine, DJ Aaron Axelsen, 9:30 p.m., $10-$12. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., S.F. The Whoa Nellies, Muniecas, 
Thith, 9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Slim's: 333 1th St., S.F. The Sword, Big Business, 
O'Brother, 8 p.m., $21. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., S.F. Starbeast II, Grendel's 
Claw, Kurly Something, 9 p.m., $5. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., S.F. Disappearing People, 
Wreck & Reference, Hollow Sunshine, So Stressed, 
9 p.m., $8. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, S.F. Autojak'’d Tour, w/ 
Autoérotique, Uberjak’d, Frank Nitty, Krishna Lee, 
DJ Audiol, 10 p.m., $10 advance. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, S.F. “Men at Twerk," 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, S.F. “iPan Dulce!,"’9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, S.F. “Class of 1984,” ‘80s night 
with DJs Damon, Steve Washington, Dangerous 
Dan, and guests, 9 p.m., $6 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, S.F. “XO,” w/ DJs Astro & Rose, 
10 p.m., $5. 

DNA Lounge: 375 llth St., S.F. “Go Gold,” Childhood 
cancer research benefit party with Lazy Rich, Paul 
Anthony, DJ Denise, Forest Green, Carlos Alfonzo, 
Ross.FM, John Beaver, Infected Frequencies, The 
Doctor, Arize, Adept, more, 8 p.m., $15-$20. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. ‘Afrolicious," w/ DJs Plea- 
suremaker, Sefior 0z, and guests, 9:30 p.m., $5-$8. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, S.F. Bloody Mary & Jozif, 9 p.m., free. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F. Break Science, 
ChrisB., 9 p.m., $15-S17. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, S.F. ‘House of Mezzanine,” 
w/ Marc “MK” Kinchen, Matrixxman, Epicsauce 
DJs, 9 p.m., $10. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., S.F. “Hey Young World,” w/ >> 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


ANOTHER PLANET CNTOCRTAINMENT 


Live IN GONGERAT 


NewOrder 


WITH SPECIAL GUEST 


LA ROUX 


FRIDAY, = FRIDAY JULY 11th 
AUGUST 15th 
ON SALE 


—? Yo 


H/NEWORDEROFFICIAL NEWORDERNOW.NET #&NEWORDERNOW 


Tickets are available at APEConcerts.com and Ticketmaster.com 
ArPECONTCER TS.COMmM 
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SONDRA PRODUCTIONS & 
TEMPLE PRESENT 


RESONA 
FRIDAY 


W/ ALEX MORP 







TEMPLE & LIFE PRESENT 


LIFE 


W/ FELDY 





ceceeees GET TICKETS AT yOShiS.cCom «-+-e+e-- 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Wed, Mar 19 - Toronto-based electro jazz ensemble 


FOURSOEAST 


w/ special guests Matt Marshak & Marcus Anderson 


Thu, Mar 20 - w/ special guest Yair Dalal 
29th Jewish Music Festival presents: 


DUDU TASSA & THE KUWAITIS 


Fri, Mar 21 - Actor and comedian 


SINBA 


w/ Memphis Red & the Funk Stank Nasty Band 
A Night of funk and Comedy 


Sat-Sun, Mar 22-23 
GRAMMY®-winning jazz vocalist 


KURT ELLING 


Tue, Mar 25 - Premier Italian jazz vocalist 


ROBERTA GAMBARINE 


Wed-Sun, Mar 26-30 
GRAMMY®-winning trumpeter 


ROY HARGROVE 
QUINTET RESIDENCY 


Tue, Apr 1 - Acoustic singer-songwriter 


TYRONE WELLS 


Wed, Apr 2 - YouTube violin sensation 


TAYLOR DAVIS 


Thu, Apr 8 - Hawaii's #1 vocalist & singer-songwriter 


AMY HANAIALII 


Fri-Sat, Apr 4-5 
R&B, soul & neo-soul duo 


KINDRED 


oyzn-@ es hakel 


Wed-Thu, Mar 19-20 


SINBAD 


w/ Memphis Red and the Funk Stank Nasty Band 
"Fri-Sat, Mar 21-22 


PONCHO SANCHEZ 
And His Latin Jazz Band 


Sun, Mar 23 - 2pm 
BAY AREA BLACK MUSIC AWARDS 


Sun, Mar 23 - Former lead singer of Tower of Power 


RICK STEVENS & LOVE POWER 


Mon, Mar 24 - New Beginnings CD Release 


MICHAEL O’NEILL QUINTET 
feat. Kenny Washington 


Tue-Wed, Mar 25-26 
Innovative acoustic guitar virtuoso 


LEO KOTTKE 


Thu, Mar 27 
GLEN PHILLIPS 
of Toad the Wet Sprocket 


Fri-Sun, Mar 28-30 
Performing new music from /con 


SHEILA E. 


Tue, A 


SIMON PHILLIPS’ PROTOCOL Il 


w/ Andy Timmons, Ernest Tibbs and Steve Weingart 


THE FAMILY SOUL | QUEENS OF BOOGIE WOOGIE 


Sun, Apr 6 
Asight & sound retrospective of Traffic 


DAVE MASON’S 
TRAFFIC JAM 


Tue, Apr 8 - Brazilian folk and pop music 


THE ASSAD FAMILY 


1330 FILLMORE ST. 415-655-5600 


VIP Membership Club for Yoshi’s SF + Oakland ¢ Details at www.yoshis.com/vip 


Thu, Apr 3 - Guitar virtuoso 


STANLEY 
| JORDAN TRIO 


Fri-Sun, Apr 4-6 
Living Jazz legend & 4-time GRAMMY© 
Award Winner 


STANLEY CLARKE 


510 EMBARCADERO WEST 510-238-9200 


For tickets & current show info: 


YOSHIS.COM / 415-655-5600 / 510-238-9200 


All-ages venue. Dinner reservations highly recommended. 
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SUN 3.23 
TEMPLE & SUNSET ARCADE 
PRESENT 


FUNTCASE 
& SYNCHRONICE 


DRINKS ¢ FOOD « MUSIC 
WED 3/19 7PM S10 ADV / $12 DOOR 


WED 3/26 7PM FREE 


‘MANDOLIN ORANGE | 


THUR 3/27 7PM S15 ADV / $17 DOOR 





WED 4/2 7PM $10 ADV / $i2 ae 


THECHOPTOPS = 


FRI 4/4 8PM $32 ADV / $37 DOOR 
MELVIN SEALS & JGB 

SAT 4/5 8PM SI6 ADV / $18 DOOR 
JEFFREY HALFORD & THE HEALERS 


415-388- oan ) 
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Soul Clap & Nick Monaco, 9:30 p.m., $15 advance. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, S.F. ‘Deep Blue,” w/ Marco 
Carola, Rooz, Bo, 9 p.m., $15-$25. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, S.F. “Awakening,” w/ GTA, What 
So Not, 9 p.m., $25-$35 advance. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, S.F. “Base,” w/ H.0.S.H., 10 p.m., 
$5-$10. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amoeba Music: 1855 Haight, S.F. Chuck Ragan, 6 
p.m., free. 

Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., S.F. Bermuda Grass, 8 p.m., free. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, S.F. Bear's Den, 9 p.m., $12-$15. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, S.F. John Caufield, 9 p.m. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, S.F. Devine’s Jug 
Band, 8 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, S.F. Nova Jazz, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F. Eugene Pliner 
Quartet with Tod Dickow, First and Third Thursday 
of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, S.F. Steve Lucky & The Rhumba 
Bums, 7:30 p.m. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, S.F. Ralph 
Carney’s Serious Jass Project, 9 p.m. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, S.F. Citizen's Jazz, 7 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, S.F. Charlie Siebert 
& Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, S.F. 
Stompy Jones, 7:30 p.m., $10. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, S.F. NaJe, in 
Yoshi's lounge, 6:30 p.m.., free. 

Zingari: 501 Post, S.F. Barbara Ochoa, 7:30 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., S.F. “Pa'Lante!,”’ w/ Juan 
G, El Kool Kyle, Mr. Lucky, 10 p.m., $5. 

Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, S.F. VibraSON, El DJ X, 
8 p.m., $12. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, S.F. Carlitos 
Medrano Quartet, 8 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, S.F. Gary Flores & 
Descarga Caliente, 8 p.m. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, S.F. Dudu Tassa 
& The Kuwaitis with Yair Dalal, 8 p.m., $30-$32. 


BLUES 
50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, S.F. Bill Phillippe, 


5:30 p.m., free. 

Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, S.F. Bill Magee, 7:30 
& 9:30 p.m., $20. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. Chris Ford, Third Thursday 
of every month, 4 p.m.; Cathy Lemons, 9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, S.F. Gosling, Ge- 
staltish, 8 p.m., $6-$10. 


SOUL 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, S.F. Baby & The Luvies, The 
lronsides with Gene Washington, 8 p.m., $7-$10. 
Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., S.F. ‘Soul: It’s the Real 
Thing,” w/ The Selecter DJ Kirk & Jon Blunck, Third 

Thursday of every month, 10 p.m., free. 


FRIDAY 3/21 


ROCK 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, S.F. Spidermeow, 
Shot in the Dark, Gnarboots, Be Brave Bold Robot, 
The Bottle Kids, 8 p.m. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. Guy Fox, Big 
Tree, The Districts, Young Moon, 8:30 p.m., $10-$12. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. The Family 
Crest, Milagres, 9 p.m., $12-$14. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, S.F. Bart Davenport, Danny 
James, Anna Hillburg, DJ Robert Spector, 9 p.m., 
$12-$15. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, S.F. Friday Live: The Ghost Ease, 
DJ Emotions, 10 p.m., free. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. The Asteroid No. 4, Joel 
Gion & The Primary Colors, Daydream Machine, DJ 
Jodie Artichoke, 9:30 p.m., $5-$8. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. Rykarda Parasol, The 
Tunnel, So What?, 9 p.m., $8. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., S.F. JoyCut, Running in the 
Fog, Feral Fauna, 9 p.m., $10. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, S.F. The Belle Game, Ski Lodge, 
Lords of Sealand, 9 p.m., $8-$10. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, S.F. Heavenly Beat, 
Seatraffic, Survival Guide, on the upstairs stage, 9 
p.m., $10-$12. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, S.F. Perfect Pussy, Wild Moth, 
Happy Diving, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 

The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, S.F. The Ray City Rollers, 
Powder, 8 p.m., free. 

Slim's: 333 1th St., S.F. Lacuna Coil, Kyng, Eve to Adam, 
Nothing More, 8 p.m., $21. 





Trill World 


With Kirko Bangz, 8 p.m. Sunday, March 23, 
at Mezzanine. $22; mezzaninesf.com. 


If you're like me, your boss is a tall German guy who likes to claim he in- 
vented the word “trill.” We finally get to set the record straight this Sunday 
in the presence of Bun B, the term’s symbolic progenitor and coolest living 
embodiment. Half of the inestimable Texas duo UGK (along with the late 
Pimp C), Bun is basically the best of Southern rap incarnate, all booming 
voice and laid-back rhythmic dexterity and authoritative hood wisdom; at 
41, he’s busy as ever riding the guest-verse circuit, lecturing at Rice Univer- 
sity, and, um, co-publishing that rap coloring book. Opening is fellow Texan 
Kirko Bangz (go ahead, say it out loud), a lightly auto-tuned strip-club en- 
thusiast who’s not as silly as Andrew W.K. but easier to like than Drake. 
He’s featured on a song from Bun’s most recent album, December's Trill 
OG: The Epilogue, called “Triller.” See you there. Daniel Levin Becker 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Sub-Mission Art Space (Balazo 18 Gallery): 2183 
Mission, S.F. Safe & Sound, Singled Out, Eternal Sleep, 
Stay Scared, Dust Off, 7:30 p.m., $8. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., S.F. Shake Before Us, The 
Arabs, Greg Hoy & The End, 9 p.m., $7. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, S.F. “Witness 5.0,” w/ Juan 
Atkins, Kastle, Le Youth, Diemba Djemba, Sweater 
Beats, Touch Sensitive, Krampfhaft, Kit Clayton, 
J-Boogie, Mikos Da Gawd, MPHD, Chris Clouse, more, 
10 p.m., $15-$25 advance. 

Audio Discotech: 316 tith St., S.F. Uner, Shonky, Glade 
Luco, Marija Dunn, 9 p.m., $10 advance. 

BeatBox: 314 1th St., S.F. “U-Haul: Bromance Edition,” 
w/ DJs China G & Ms. Jackson, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, S.F. “Manimal,” 9 p.m. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, S.F. “Dancing Ghosts: 7-Year An- 
niversary,” w/ DJs Xander, Daniel Skellington, Melting 
Girl, and Owen, 9:30 p.m., $7 ($3 before 10 p.m.). 

DNA Lounge: 375 tith St., S.F. “Band Saga,’ w/ Metroid 


Metal, Rekcahdam, Anova, Kozilek, 8 p.m., $8-$13. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., S.F. “HYSL: Handle Your Shit 
Lady," 9 p.m., $3. 

Mercer: 255 Rhode Island, S.F. “SoulHouse,” w/ 
Jeremiah Seraphim, Didje Kelli, Jaime James, Dylan 
Mahoney, 9 p.m., $10-$15. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, S.F. ‘Lights Down Low,” w/ 
Tensnake, Huxley, Cooper Saver, Brian Tarney, Split, 
9 p.m., $20-$22. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, S.F. “Set,” w/ John Digweed, Atish, 
Matt Hubert, 10 p.m., $35-$40 advance. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, S.F. “Crossfire: Synaptic Equi- 
nox,” Flaming Lotus Girls benefit with DJs Aaron 
Pope, Billy Seal, Brad Robinson, Cosmic Selector, 
Darren Grayson, Drew Drop, Dulce Vita, J-Rod, Kapt’n 
Kirk, Layne Loomis, Matt Kramer, and Shissla, 9:30 
p.m., $15-$20 advance. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, S.F. Syn Cole, Human Life, DJ 
Vice, 9 p.m., $20 advance. 

Supperclub San Francisco: 657 Harrison, S.F. “The 
Midas Touch," w/ Gavin Hardkiss, Michael Anthony, 
The Golden Gate Dolls, more, 7 p.m. » 
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MUSIC 


Temple: 540 Howard, S.F. “Resonance,” w/ Alex 
M.0.R.P.H., Mitka, Jake DeSilva, more, 10 p.m., $20. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, S.F. ‘Studio 3AM," w/ 
Michael Perry, Darrell Tenaglia, Soft & Crispy, 10 
p.m., free. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, S.F. Kryder, 10 p.m. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, S.F. “Juicy,” w/ DJ Mark 
DiVita, 10 p.m. 

Showdown: 10 Sixth St., S.F. “Fresh to Def Fridays: A 
Tribute to Yo! MTV Raps,” w/ resident DJs Boom 
Bostic, Inkfat, and Hay Hay, Third Friday of every 
month, 10 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, S.F. Emily Zisman & 
Marty Atkinson, 7 p.m. 

Dolores Park Cafe: 501 Dolores, S.F. Storm Florez, 
7:30 p.m. 

Pa'ina: 1865 Post, S.F. Ben Ahn, 7 p.m., free. 


® ~— 3200 24th Street @ S. Van Ness 
415-550-7510 
Mon-Fri 117AM-2AM ¢ Sat-Sun SAM-2AM 


Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, S.F. “Bluegrass Bonanza,” 
w/ The Bearcat Stringband, 9 p.m., $6-$10. 


JAZZ 


Cafe Royale: 800 Post, S.F. Cyril Guiraud Trio, 9 p.m. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, S.F. Bill Kwan, 
7:30 p.m., $8. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, S.F. Steve Snelling 
Quartet, 9 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, S.F. Trio Garufa, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, S.F. Montuno 
Swing, 10 p.m. 

The Emerald Tablet: 80 Fresno, S.F. Flamenco del Oro, 
8 p.m., $15 suggested donation. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, S.F. Danilo y Universal, 8 p.m., free. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., S.F. “Chevere: 4-Year Anniver- 
sary,” w/ DJs WaltDigz, Epic, and Leydis, 9:30 p.m. 


REGGAE 


The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F. The Wailers, 
9 p.m., sold out. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, S.F. Chris Cain, 7:30 
& 10 p.m., $22. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, S.F. Robert “‘Holly- 
wood” Jenkins, 6 p.m. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, S.F. Big Bones & Chris 
Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. West Coast Blues Revue, 
4 p.m.; Chris Cobb, 9:30 p.m. 


FUNK 


Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, S.F. Sinbad 
with Memphis Red & The Stank Nasty Band, 8 & 
10 p.m., $35. 


SOUL 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, S.F. The Nibblers, 
The Mark Sexton Band, DJ K-0s, 9:30 p.m., $10-$15. 


JOIN US FOR GANES! 


SKEE Poon 


Burger + Fries + Beer* Just $10 


*Select Draft Beers Only Mon. to Fri. 11 to3 
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SATURDAY 3/22 


ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, S.F. ‘“Rajeev's Big Night Out,” 
w/ We Will Be Lions, The Cuss, Rafa's One Man Band, 
plus stand-up comedy, 9 p.m., $7-$10. 

Bender's: 806 S. Van Ness, S.F. Lecherous Gaze, Dirty 
Fences, Buffalo Tooth, 10 p.m., $5. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. DonCat, Split 
Screens, Scary Little Friends, 9:30 p.m., $10. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. 
Wakey!Wakey!, Jillette Johnson, 9 p.m., $12. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, S.F. Lost in the Trees, Icy 
Demons, 9 p.m., $12-$15. 

Connecticut Yankee: 100 Connecticut, S.F. The Wearies, 
The Sweet Bones, Modern Kicks, 10 p.m. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, S.F. White Cloud, Talk of Shamans, 
DJ Awnode, 9 p.m., $2-$5. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. Kids on a Crime Spree, 
Yea-Ming & The Rumours, Eternal Drag, 9 p.m., $6. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., S.F. Abatis, The Straight 
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Ups, Alabasta Jack, 9 p.m., $8. 
The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. Fracas, VKTMS, 
RocketShip RocketShip, Kick Puppy, 4 p.m., $6. 
Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, S.F. Keystone Revisited, Pam, 
Just Passing Through, 9 p.m., $10. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, S.F. Weekend, Cities Aviv, Surf 
Club, 9 p.m., $12-$14. 

Slim's: 333 Tith St., S.F. INVSN, Wax Idols, 9 p.m., $13-$15. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., S.F. Great Apes, Hard 
Girls, Canadian Rifle, Acid Fast, 9 p.m., $7. 


DANCE 


Audio Discotech: 316 11th St., S.F. Goldfish, 9 p.m., 
$20-$25. 

BeatBox: 314 1ith St., S.F. “Chaos,” w/ DJs Dan DeLeon 
& Erik Withakay, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Ilth St., S.F. “Bootie S.F.,"" w/ Pep- 
perspray, A+D, Haute Mess, Marky Ray, Keith Kraft, 
Lucio K, more, 9 p.m., $10-$15. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, S.F. “Set,” w/ Hernan Cattaneo, 
Pedro Arbulu, Franccesco Cardenas, Zita Molnar, 
9 p.m., $15-$25. 
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Jangle Pop 


BART DAVENPORT 


With Danny James, Anna Hillburg, and DJ Robert Spector. 





“S 8 p.m. Friday, March 21, at the Chapel. $12-$15; thechapelsf.com. 


Once upon a time, Bart Davenport led a beloved local outfit called the Love- 
makers. Now, like so many onetime Bay Area talents, he’s decamped to Los 
Angeles — and the Southland seems to be treating him well. Davenport just 
released Physical World, a solo album that polishes his jangly, smooth guitar 
pop to anew sheen. Opening track “Wearing the Changes” is an up-tempo 


Throughout the album, Davenport's falsetto is as smooth as his songwriting. 
The debts to the Smiths are obvious, and well enough executed that it'll make 
you wonder what they’re putting in the water down there. And since Daven- 
port is coming up north for a party celebrating the release of Physical World 
this week, maybe we should ask? Ian S. Port 





L 
Piper Ferguson 


romp built on jazz chords, tambourine bounce, and Davenport’s peachy croon. 


The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. “Galaxy Radio," 
w/ PlaZa, Roche, Smac, Lel Ephant, Holly Bun, 10 
p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, S.F. ‘“Blunted Funk,’ w/ 
resident DJs Sneak-E Pete & Chilipino, Fourth Saturday 
of every other month, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 10 p.m.). 

Mighty: 119 Utah, S.F. Nightmares on Wax, Bldp Déli, 
Mophono, 9 p.m., $15 advance. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., S.F. Jimmy Edgar, Danny Daze, 
Papa Lu, 9:30 p.m., $25-$30. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, S.F. ‘Dance Mania,” w/ Paul 
Johnson, Jammin Gerald, Parris Mitchell, more 
(in the main room), 9 p.m., $15 advance; “Mister 
Saturday Night,” w/ Eamon Harkin, Justin Carter, 
more (in the OddJob Loft), 9 p.m., $15 advance. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, S.F. Fedde Le Grand, Cazzette, 
Moguai, DJ Zya, 9 p.m., $50+ advance. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., S.F. “Sadistic Saturday,” w/ 
Mystic Ray, 9 p.m. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., S.F. “Electric WKND,” w/ 
The Certain People Crew, Fourth Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m., $5. 


The Stud: 399 Ninth St., S.F. “Planet Squrrrl,” w/ DJs 
Trevor Sigler, Joe Pickett, and Ben Holder, 9 p.m., $5. 

Temple: 540 Howard, S.F. “Life,” w/ Feldy, Animal 
Control, Christophe, Jeff Morena, Glade Luco, more, 
10 p.m., $20. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, S.F. Scooter & Lavelle, 10 p.m., 
$10-$30. 

W San Francisco: 181 Third St., S.F. “Spring: Celebrating 
the Persian New Year,” w/ DJ Aykut, Dr. T, Nitro, 9 
p.m., $10-$25. 


HIP-HOP 
111 Minna Gallery: 111 Minna, S.F. CAAMFest Directions 
in Sound: Here Comes Treble, w/ Suboi, Rocky Rivera, 
Cynthia Lin & The Blue Moon All-Stars, DJ Umami, 
DJ ThatGirl, DJ Roza, 9:30 p.m., $20. 
John Colins: 138 Minna, S.F. “Nice,” w/ DJ Apollo, Fourth 
Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $5. 


REGGAE 
The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F. The Wailers, 
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THURSDAY 3/20 - MAINROOM 


MARCO CAROLA 


FR It DA Y 3 / 2 1 
FLAMING LOTUS GIRLS BENEFIT 


OPULENT TEMPLE 
DISTRIKT.- SPACE COWBOYS 


SATURDAY 3 / 22 
ICEE HOT & HONEY SOUNDSYSTEM: 


DANCE MANIA 


wy 
‘i 


MAINROOM 


| 
i 


FRIDAY 3/28 - 


DJ HARVEY 


- 


is 
S A T U R OD A Y 3 .f==2>-9 


DUSTY RHINO: MAFIAKISS 


THURSDAY 3/27 - MAIN ROOM 
ONE NIGHT ONE ROOF: LISA DELUX 


THURSDAY 3/27 - LOFT 
TAUT: GREY ASHLEY 


FRIDAY 3/28 - LOFT 
HOUSE OF BABES: TT THE ARTIST 


MONDAY 3/24 
BOLD ITALIC: TECH PANEL 


TUESDAY 3/28 
NPR'S THE MOTH: STORY SLAM 


WEDNESDAY 3/26 - LOFT 
PECHAKUCHA 


the Federation of Music Producers Japan 


BALUREA FLAS ESS BE 


MARCH 19-25, 2014 LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY THECALENDAR ARTS &CULTURE EAT 


VRPAY 


vion. 3.24 


@ The Independent 


Doors 7:30 pm / Show 8:00 pm 
21+ / Tickets $15.00 
628 Divisadero St. San Francisco, CA 94117 / (415) 771-1421 
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FRI MARCH 28 / SPM 


LAURA JONES 
es 


RELOAD SUNDAYS nouse a Teciee 


SOUNOPIECES axes evectronc 


3/2? GAVIN & ROBBIE HARDKISS 
VM/U4 ADVANCE DNS 

4/04 SPACE COWBOYS 

4/06 SUNSET BOAT AFTERPARTY 
4/0 SOLOMUN 

4/) | DENNIS FERRER 

M/ 2 STACEY PULLEN 

4/8 THE MARTINEI BROTHERS 
My2S OI THREE / RYAN ELUOTT 


AMAZING HOUR 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 5:30P - 8:30? 


CLUB OPEN DAILY 
LOUNGE UPSTAIRS - CLUB DOWNSTAIRS 


CHECK SITE FOR CLUB HOURS 
MONARCHSF.COM 


SFWEEKLY.COM 





9 p.m., sold out. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, S.F. One Drop, 
Midnight Raid, Saane, on the upstairs stage, 9 
p.m., $10-$12. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, S.F. Delta Wires, 7:30 
& 10 p.m., $22. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, S.F. Willie G, 6 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. Dave Workman, Fourth Sat- 
urday of every month, 4 p.m.; Ron Hacker, 9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Noisebridge: 2169 Mission, S.F. Godwaffle Noise 
Pancakes, noon. 


FUNK 


Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, S.F. Rebirth Brass Band, The 
Loyd Family Players, 9 p.m., $25. 
Pa’ ina: 1865 Post, S.F. Chocolate Rice, 7 p.m., free. 


Fisherman’s Wharf | San Francisco 
Live Musie Nightly 


Wednesday, March 19 
TIM HOKENBERRY 


Friday, March 21 
DJ STEVEN 


Saturday, March 22 
PURE ECSTASY 


165 Jefferson St. Suite #1 
San Francisco;CA 94133 


© 415),397-1695\Www.golddustsf.com | 
ses ee Oe 


Faw 5 | 
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SOUL 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, S.F. Wicked Mercies, 
DJ K-Os, 9:30 p.m., $10 advance. 


SUNDAY 3/23 


ROCK 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. Future 
Twin, Daydream Machine, DJ Joel Gion, 8 p.m., 
$7-$10. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, S.F. Death, Audacity, 8 
p.m., $22-$25. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1Ith St., S.F. Broken Hope, Oceano, 
Fallujah, Rivers of Nihil, Kublai Khan, 6 p.m., $13-$15. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, S.F. The Desert Line, The Night 
Falls, Phosphene, 8 p.m., $8. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. Religious Phase, Cloud 
Becomes Your Hand, Jordan Glenn, 8:30 p.m., $6. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., S.F. Andy Suzuki & The 
Method, The Weather Machine, 8p.m.,$10. >> 


$4 SHOCKTOP 


HUGE OUTDOOR PATIO 


LIVE MUSIC 
EVERY OTHER SATURDAY 


DJS WED-SUN NIGHT 


4 POOL TABLES ¢ BEER PONG 


30 BEERS ON TAP 
NEW SPECIALS MONTHLY 


—Jolo) ai g—m ol—la 
OPEN MON-SAT NOON-2AM, SUN 10AM-2AM 
JUST OFF 19TH AVE | 7 CAMBON DR 
415-584-4445 
FIND US ON 
WWW.PARK77BAR.COM 


Shee Sarkside 


FULL BAR 7 DAYS + Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm 
OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19TH - 8PM - $15/$17 
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SUNDAY, MARCH 23RD - 8PM - $14 


theeparkside.com 


1600 17th Street » 415-252-1330 









Watch the Action 
on In-Club HD 
Screens! 


March 18-19................. lst Round 
March 20-23...... 2nd & 3rd Rounds 
March 27-30.................Regionals 
April 5............ National Semifinals 


LARRY FLYNT S 


HUSTLER CLUB 


1031 Kearny at Broadway NorthBeach 415 434 1301 
www.hustlerclubsf.com #hustlercubsf @sf hustlerclub 
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The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F. Toadies, 
Supersuckers, Battleme, 8 p.m., $22. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., S.F. The Orwells, Twin Peaks, 
Criminal Hygiene, 8 p.m., $14-S16. 


DANCE 


Audio Discotech: 316 1th St., S.F. “London Calling: 
Chapter 3," w/ D'Julz, Ben Annand, Bells & Whistles, 
Nikita, more, noon, $10 advance. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, S.F. “Full of Grace: A Weekly House 
Music Playground,” 9 p.m., free. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, S.F. “Sunday Mass,” 
9 p.m. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. ‘Dub Mission,” w/ Jahdan 
Blakkamoore, Relic Secure, Deejay Theory, DJ Sep, 
9 p.m., $11-$14. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, S.F. “Stamina,” w/ Lukeino, Jamal, 
guests, 10 p.m., free. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, S.F. “Sunday Sessions," 
w/ DJ Marc deVasconcelos, 9 p.m., free. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., S.F. 1982," w/ DJs Ben Holder 
& Chaka Quan, 7 p.m., $5. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., S.F. “Cognitive Dissonance,” 
Fourth Sunday of every month, 6 p.m. 

Temple: 540 Howard, S.F. “Sunset Arcade," 18+ dance 
party & game night, 9 p.m., $10. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, S.F. ‘Electric B.A.S.E.," w/ Beau 
Kelly, Anya Timofeeva, Remy J, 7 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, S.F. “Return of the 
Cypher,” 9:30 p.m., free. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. K.Flay, Air Dubai, 
Itch, 9 p.m., $12-$14. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, S.F. Bun B & Kirko Bangz, 8 
p.m., $22. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., S.F. Astronautalis, Play- 
dough, Transit, Low Country Kingdom, 8 p.m., $14. 


MONDAY 3/24 


ROCK 
The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F. Japan Nite 
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THE BELLE BRIGADE . 
Just Because ; 


: pe senessccecsceesesees sone seeess tne 
rch h ee and & 3rd 
April Seen phabapwaannsasssevsctoccsencacn lV @tLONGL Ser 


April 7............-..........-........Championship Game 
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SAN FRANCISCO'S ORIGINAL GENTLEMEN'S CLUB 


560 Broadway at Columbus 415.781.8222 www.condorsf.com 
#condors! @condorsf 


2014: Happy, Zarigani$, Vampilla, Jungles from Red 
Bacteria Vacuum, 8 p.m., $15. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. Guantanamo Bay- 
watch, Courtney & The Crushers, 10 p.m., $5. 


DANCE 


DNA Lounge: 375 Iith St., S.F. ““DGXXI: Death Guild 21st 
Anniversary," w/ DJ Decay, Melting Girl, Joe Radio, 
Sage, Lexor, Intoner, Identity Theft, Veil, RPTN, Daniel 
Skellington, 9 p.m., $5-$21. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, S.F. “Wanted,” w/ DJs Key&Kite and 
Richie Panic, 9 p.m., free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, S.F. “Vienetta Disco- 
theque,” w/ DJs Stanley Frank and Robert Jeffrey, 
10 p.m., free. 


TUESDAY 3/25 


ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, S.F. Cellar Doors, Cool Ghouls, 
9:15 p.m. continues through, $7-$10. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. Sea Knight, Babes, 
Wag, 9 p.m., $8. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. High 
Cliffs, The Wave Commission, Yours, 8 p.m., $5-$8. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, S.F. Daniel Rossen, 9 p.m., 
$20-$22. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, S.F. Hungry Skinny, Saturn Cats, 
The Impersonations, 7 p.m., $6. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. Musk, Freak Vibe, 
Burning Curtains, DJ Tosh, 9:30 p.m., $6. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, S.F. Smal! Black, Snowmine, 
Yalls, 8 p.m., $12-$14. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, S.F. Annie Mac, Skream, 
Jacques Greene, 10 p.m., $12-$15 advance. 

Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, S.F. “High Fantasy,” 
w/ DJ Viv, Myles Cooper, & guests, 10 p.m., $2. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, S.F. “Switch,” w/ DJs Jenna Riot & 
Andre, 9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, S.F. “Shelter,” 10 
p.m., free. 


IAE BELLE BRIGAD 
a 


LIVE AT AMOEBA SF 
TUESDAY, MARCH 20TH - 6PM 


The Belle Brigade’s music is artfully arranged with 
enticing melodies and pop harmonies, fueled by the 
interplay of driving rhythms between sibling founders Barbara 
Gruska (drums) and Ethan Gruska (guitar). Available 3/25 
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SALE ENDS 4/1/14 


1855 HAIGHT STREET ° SAN FRANCISCO (415) 831-1200 
2455 TELEGRAPH AVENUE » BERKELEY ° (510) 549-1125 


BUY-SELL-TRADE: DVDS, CDS, LPS, VIDEO GAMES & MORE! HIGHEST PRICES PAID IN CASH OR TRADE! 
PARKING IS EASY! KEZAR STADIUM LOT IN S.F. (WE VALIDATE) & SATHER GATE GARAGE IN BERKELEY (1ST HOUR FREE!) 


ALWAYS FREE SHIPPING ON MUSIC & MOVIES ON AMOEBA.COM! 
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DISTRESSED DAD 


By Dan Savage 


Tam aliberal parent. Iraised a daughter who is bi and 
poly. Ialways thought that I could accept anything that 
parenthood might throw at me. I knew that I could em- 
brace my son if he were straight, gay, bi, trans, etc. If 
there is a controlling consciousness of the universe, it 
has anasty sense of humor. Putting it bluntly: My son 
is sexually attracted to Pokémon. He dropped hints 
that I didn’t really pick up on. But over the last few 
years, I have stumbled across evidence of his browsing 
habits that left me pretty clear about his proclivities. 
He is now 17, so thoughts that he would “grow out of 
it” are fading. My biggest fear is that he won't find 
someone to pair with. I love my children and want 
them to be happy. Should I address this with him? Try 
to discourage an orientation that, to me, seems kind of 
pathetic? 

Dad Of Pokémon Enthusiast 


“Tt’s possible that DOPE’s son is just a curious kid 
who finds unusual sex fascinating, with his brows- 
ing habits no more revealing than discarded tick- 
ets to a carnival act,” says Jesse Bering, Ph.D., the 
author of Perv: The Sexual Deviant in All of Us. Ber- 
ing is a research psychologist and science writer 
who regularly contributes to Slate, Scientific Ameri- 
can, and other publications. “But if it’s true that 
Pokémon lights this boy’s fire in the ways DOPE 
imagines, there’s not much DOPE can do about his 
son's ‘pathetic’ orientation. By age 17, his son's 
singular erotic profile is pretty much fixed, like it 
or not.” 

What might cause a young man to take a sex- 
ual interest in Pokémon? 

“Scientists can’t exactly do controlled labora- 
tory experiments on humans to determine the 
cause of a given kink,” says Bering. “So nobody 
knows why some people are more prone to devel- 
oping unusual patterns of attraction than others. 
But whether it’s a penchant for Pokémon, feet, 
underwear, or spiders, the best available evidence 
suggests that some people — mostly males — 
have a genetic predisposition for being ‘sexually 
imprinted’ during development.” 

It’s like this, DOPE: A small number of our 
fellow human beings, your son included, will 
have kinks that strike others — folks who don’t 
share their kinks, folks who don’t have any kinks 
of their own — as pathetic, twisted, sick, or silly. 

And since being shamed by his dad or mom 
(see below) won't save a kid from his “pathetic” 
orientation, shaming your son is a waste of time 
that will serve only to damage your relationship 
with him. As for your fears that your son will 
wind up alone... 

“Although DOPE might prefer a regular 
old queer child instead of a rare plushophile 
— someone with an attraction to cartoonlike 
stuffed animals, such as Pokémon — the good 
news is that his son grew up in a world where, 
somewhere out there, other people were being 
erotically molded by animated Japanese chi- 
meras in exactly the same way,” says Bering. 
“Reaching out to that community online can 
only empower him and help him to accept a now 
unalterable — and completely harmless — part 
of his nature. In many ways, life can be easier 
for DOPE’s son: He’s got a ready-made sexual 
niche, complete with hookup opportunities at 
annual conventions.” 

Follow Jesse Bering on Twitter @JesseBering. 


Tama het husband. Before we married, I let my wife 
know that I loved spanking women and I was not a 


faithful man. Fast-forward 20 years: She does not 
like to be spanked and does not want me cheating, 
despite my earlier proclamation. So I watch spank- 
ing porn and remain faithful. Am I cheating on my 
wife with porn? Was I not specific enough when we 
got married? 

Wannabe Intensely Spanking Husband 


You are not cheating on your wife when you 
watch porn — spanking or otherwise. And! don’t 
think getting together with other women for 
spanking-only playdates would constitute cheat- 
ing. Sadly for you, WISH, I’m not your wife. 


When I was a teenager, my mother found some dirty 
stories I wrote on my computer. They were hardcore 
(bondage, slavery, whippings), and some featured 
neighborhood MILFs that I had crushes on. Iwas 14 at 
the time. My mom went ballistic and terrorized me 
about my kinks until I left for college. Ihated my 
mother so much during this time. I didn’t feel like I 
could trust her, and I never confided in her about any- 
thing. It took me a decade to get over it. I'm now 30, 
straight, and married. My wife and I appear to be “nor- 
mal.” But we are both into bondage and S&M, we go to 
fetish parties, and we've explored cuckolding and forced 
bi. Cutting to the chase: My wife is pregnant. We an- 
nounced the news to my mom and dad, and they were 
delighted. I was honestly delighted to make my parents 
so happy. Then my mother sent me an e-mail saying 
that I had her to thank for my relationship and my 
child-to-be. If she hadn't “nipped those dark sexual im- 
pulses in the bud,” I would “not now have a lovely wife 
anda morally acceptable lifestyle,” and she wouldn't be 
expecting her first grandchild. Mom thinks her five- 
year-long campaign of shaming me — and constantly 
spying on me and haranguing me — cured me of my 
kinks! 'mso angry. I want to tell my mother that she 
has my “dark sexual impulses” to thank for her first 
grandchild! I met my kinky wife on Fetlife! No kinks, no 
wife! No wife, no grandchild! My wife would rather not 
be outed as kinky to her mother-in-law and says to let it 
go. What do you say? 

Mad Over Terribly Hurtful E-mail Received 


I agree with your wife: Let it go. Ignore your 
mother’s hurtful e-mail — just don’t respond 
— and focus on your wife and the child you two 
are having together. The last thing you need is 
your mother getting in your wife’s face about 
her kinks or running to fetus protective services 
because she believes kinky parents are a danger 
to their children. 

But... 

Just in case your mother brings it up again — 
if she presses you for an undeserved thank-you- 
for-terrorizing-me note — write an e-mail to 
your mother, one that your wife sees in advance 
and approves. Something along the lines of: “My 
adolescent sexual fantasies were none of your 
business, and your inability to respect my priva- 
cy and sexual autonomy caused me great person- 
al distress at the time. Your actions did not help 
me. They damaged our relationship. My adult 
sex life is none of your business, and Iam not 
going to answer any invasive or inappropriate 
questions. All you need to know is this: My wife 
and I very happy together — both emotionally 
and sexually compatible — and if you want to be 
fully involved in the life of your grandchild, you 
will never bring this subject up again.” 


On the Lovecast: Dan matches wits with 74- 
time Jeopardy! winner Ken Jennings at savage- 
lovecast.com. 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 





Gites 
TRIAL! 





Try it Free! 
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Discreet Chat Guy-to-Guy? 415. 402.1054 
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Bi-Black & Masculine 
First Timers Welcome. 
Very Discreet, 


Sweet & Petite Friendly, 
For a Great Massage, Clean 
Call Ally at & WELL 


In/Outcalls - 


Ask for Cedric 
*89(510)776-5945 








CHAT NOW 


30 FREE MINUTE 
415:288:-299 


INTERRACIAL-KINK 
A Swinger Party 
Weekly Play parties from 9:00PM until... 


FRI. 3/21:  20-GUY GB W/ OLGA 
OAT. 3/22: NO PANTIES NIGHT 


Y= \ Ces (oLUTS WARSY=>.41 —_ 
(@fole) e)(=1om-lale “ip 
select Singles are 






| B77 839-1110 


16! Ste °8ter reese 


welcome 
to attend. 


(510)388-51 


Try For Free a RIY 
Couples, Call ks 


More local numbers: 1.800.777.8000 
Ahora en Espanol /18+ 


“the #1 social network 
— for men who like men 


HRS] WLS ESCORTS % 
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Red Hot Chat 
ihel-ielel-1@ial-laaeclss 


Windows Phone y Google play 





faces Chat = 
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National Free Party Line 


2IS-YP36-203F 
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CHEXCY41 1c 7406 


BARBARA ’ 


‘to\break. the rules? FREE to lis ston & reply to ads! 
NowjorNever! FREE CODE: SF Weekly 


Gorgeous Transexual 
with)7/1//2” Barbara. 


1-800-399-1301 © 


For other locel numbers call 


1-888-MegaMates 


247 Camere Care 10080 )42025 tO GQUTIPC LIC are 


reaeeneetesal 
VISA 





SFWEEKLY.COM 


56 MARCH 19-25, 2014 CLASSIFIED HEALTH & WELLNESS EMPLOYMENT SERVICES 


NUWANG 


HEALTH CENTER 


2428437) & : rs ~% MASSAGE 


LD cays apy | AS Oey 


eb eS ME x eG 


<< a, Direct The Scene. 


y Live The Dream. 
REAL TaKwitHHor 


HORNY OCALGIRIS Bane poe onan prepay un. agren apral 
GIRLS! AicHTNow: Bf FEI" OOI= OV LE & Latina to choose from 
Suances cae seeds e PRIVATE ROOM 


ol 





e PRIVATE SHOWER 
e TABLE SHOWER AVAIL. 


DAILY 9AM-LATE NIGHT ¢ 325 KEARNY ST. SF 
(ENTER THROUGH BLUE TRIM) 


415-788-2299 











- =, CEO MASSAGE Sie? 
266 Sutter (Sth Flr) in SF : | FUTESOD YAN GCICE } : 
VIP Massage = CAB EAUTIEWIRGIRIES 
Full Body Massage [BLSeeeeU ERS {Oam-42pm OPEN (415)345-9793 
a) a: 24 [-Tola Kofere| i[o]) | ~ Pa vaca 


Beautiful Chinese, Japanese, & Korean Girls 


415-658-7886 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


130 Bush Street, 6th Fl. 7 DAYS 2558 GEARY BLVD 
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Toll Free: 1.877.800.5282 


18+ “Restrictions may apply 



































CMT- “Quality Asta Asian iAfassage | 
> (res Free Body Scrub & Shampoo 


Cig Private Garage Parking 








Meet Shirley, CMT 
6 Years Experience 








940 Bush Street, oe CA 94109 aoe 367- 8525 





























ORIENTAL NATURAL 
HEALING CENTER 


You get Exactly,60 minutes Awesome 
Full Body/Massage,; Not,45/0r,55 


spd oY-Yat-Valr-Melt mm Olalte [ULM mlelirem Colate 
Style Hot Oil Shiatsu Massage 


(VIP Room W/Shower) 
NEW! FREE BACK WALK 


2505 Judah St. /30th, SF 94122 


415-566-6666 


7 days 10-10 
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Day Spa 


Body Scrub: 


38 


Massage: 


415-668-6299 
2501 CLEMENT ST (AT 26TH AVE) SF 94121 
MON-SUN 10-9 


GRAND OPENING * UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 


262 Church St * (415) 926-5933 © 10am-10pm 


EMPIRE 
HEALTH 


Visa/MasterCard/ 
Discover accepted 


Many Beautiful Asian 
Girls to Choose From 


~ Now Hiring Masseuses 
; With Permits 


428 O'Farrell St. @ Taylor 
Clete tlic meCcomrieerliiaree) 


415-441-4133 


CLASSIFIED 
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JK MASSAGE THERAPY 


GRAND 
OPENING 


Professional 
Chinese 
Girls 


1927 Ocean Ave in SF'™ 
415-585-6188) 
Bring in Ad for °10 Discount 





* Pain Relief & Relaxation 

* Friendly © Certified 
Professional Masseuses 

Quiet Place with 
Private Room 

¢Free Steam & Shower 

* Foot Massage 

* Body Massage $39 






4720 Geary Blvd (at 11th ave) 


San Francisco _ 


(415) 379-9888 


Collen 
Boll Massif 


Under New 
Management 
Tables, Showers 
& Private Rooms: 
Asian Massage 


i 


2068 Mission St. 2nd igor oo 
A15-552-6800 9am-9pm 
b/t 16th/17th near. 16th St. Bart 


L’A tie a Massage 


The Best Relaxation Massage in Town 


ackson St at Kearny in $F 
115 78) 5224 
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General Work 

Looking to Train IMMEDIATELY 
No Experience Needed 

We Will Train you 

Average earnings start at 
$15/hr 

Students Welcome 

Call To Set up an Interview 
415-645-6479 





AIRLINE CAREERS begin here - 
Get trained as FAA certified 
Aviation Technician. Housing 
and Financial aid for qualified 
students. Job placement assis- 
tance. Call Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 800-725-1563 
(AAN CAN) 





THE OCEAN Corp. 10840 Rock- 
ley Road, Houston, Texas 
77099. Train for a new career. 
*Underwater Welder. Commer- 
cial Diver. *NDT/Weld Inspec- 
tor. Job Placement Assistance. 
Financial Aid avail for those 
who qualify 1.800.321.0298 





Documentum Developer. 
Concord, CA. 2 year exp. EMC 
Documentum, MS SharePoint, 
Java, MS .NET, C#, MS InfoPath, 
AJAX, XML, Web Service. Res: 
EPAM Systems, 41 University 
Dr, # 202, Newtown, PA 18940. 





Africa, Brazil Work/Study! 
Change the lives of others 
while creating a sustainablefu- 
ture. 6, 9,18 month programs 
available. Apply to- 
day!www.OneWorldCenter.org 
(269) 591-0518 info@One- 
WorldCenter.org (AAN CAN) 





$1,000 WEEKLY!! MAILING BRO- 
CHURES From Home. Helping 
home workers since 2001. 
Genuine Opportunity. No Ex- 


perience required. Start lmme- 


diately 
www.mailingmembers.com 
(AAN CAN) 
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Photo Art Director - 

Deliver seasonal campaign im- 
agery used in co's marketing 
materials Work w/ Creative Di- 
rector, Producer & Marketing 
to push forward creative de- 
velooment of marketing im- 
agery. Lead & participate in de- 
velopment of co's seasonal 
campaigns/photoshoots to 
align/shephard creative 
through to execution. Assist 
Creative Director w/photo art 
direction; manage/present im- 
age selection & retouching 
process & organize all final im- 
age assets per season; provide 
shot guides/approved image 
sheets to cross-functional 
partners & design team. Man- 
age studio laydown photogra- 
pher for website PDPS; outlin- 
ing the calendar, arranging 
samples & commenting on lay- 
down styling. Work w/ product 
lines, delivery/flow and any 
product changes. Bachelor's 
degree in Graphic Design or 
Photography and two (2) years 
of experience in Graphic De- 
sign and Photography. Exp 
must include 2 years in print 
catalog design for a fashion 
brand, w/demonstrable skills 
for all aspects of the produc- 
tion process, inc exp. w/chil- 
dren's fashion photography 
and exp w/ studio lighting and 
photography set up. Resumes 
to Katie Matika, Tea Living, Inc., 
d/b/a Tea Collection, One Ar- 
kansas Street, Suite B, San 
Francisco, CA 94107. 





Helo Wanted! make extra mon- 
ey in our free ever popular 
homemailer program, 

includes valuable guidebook! 
Start immediately! Genuine! 
1-888-292-1120 www.easy- 
work-fromhome.com (AAN 
CAN) 





CASH FOR CARS: Any Car/Truck. 
Running or Not! Top Dollar 
Paid. We Come to You! Call for 
Instant Offer. 1-888-420-3808 
www.cash4car.com (AAN CAN) 





HAULING 24/7 


Remove carpet, appliances, 
sofas, concrete. Lg. Truck 
BILL 415-441-1054 





KILL ROACHES! Buy Harris 
Roach Tablets. Eliminate 
Roaches-Guaranteed. No Mess, 
Odorless, Long Lasting. 
Available at Ace Hardware, The 
Home Depot, homedepot.com 
(AAN CAN) 





Love psychic PattyAnn. Are you 
tired of false promises & ready 
to hear the truth regarding 
love, relationships, marriage, 
time to move on or hold on? 
Call now 561-427-8677 





SS$s FREE PILLS Ssss VIAGRA 
100mg, CIALIS 20mg 40 Pills 
+4/free only $99.00 Discreet 
Shipping. 1-888-797-9028 





WANTS TO purchase minerals 
and other oil & gas interests. 
Send details to P.O. Box 13557, 
Denver, Co 80201 





PREGNANT? THINKING OF 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring 
agency specializing in match- 
ing Birthmothers with Families 
Nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES 
PAID. Call 24/7 Abby's One True 
Gift Adoptions. 866-413-6293. 
Void in Illinois/New Mexico/In- 
diana (AAN CAN) 





PROBLEMS with the IRS or 
State Taxes? Settle for a frac- 
tion of what you owe! Free 
face to face consultations with 
offices in your area. Call 
888-608-3016 


— 
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILED NO. 
A-0356902-00. 

The following is doing business 
as SAN FRANCISCO BIRTH CEN- 
TER 62 Hattie St. San Francisco, 
CA 94114. The business is con- 
ducted by an individual. Regis- 
trant commenced business 
under the above-listed ficti- 
tious business name on: N/A. 
This statement was signed by 
Nancy Myrick. This statement 
was filed by Melissa Ortiz, 
Deputy County Clerk, on 
2/28/2014. 

Mar. 12, 19, 26, Apr. 2, 2014 





ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME CASE NUM- 
BER: CNC-14-550137. SUPERI- 
OR COURT, 400 McAllister St. 
San Francisco, CA 94102. PETI- 
TION OF Peyman Taher for 
change of name. TO ALL INTER- 
ESTED PERSONS: Petitioner 
Peyman Taher filed a petition 
with this court for a decree 
changing names as follows: 
Present Name: Peyman Taher. 
Proposed Name: Paymon Tey- 
er. THE COURT ORDERS that all 
persons interested in this mat- 
ter shall appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. 
NOTICE OF HEARING Date: 
4/29/2014. Time: 9:00 AM, 
Room 514. Signed by Harry M. 
Dorfman, Presiding Judge of 
Superior Court on February 20, 
A Mar. 19, 26, Aor. 2, 9, 





FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILED NO. 
A-0357011-00. 

The following is doing business 
as GOLDEN SUN MEDICAL 
PRODUCTS 1299 Arguello Blvd. 
Suite #2 San Francisco, CA 
94122. The business is con- 
ducted by an individual. Regis- 
trant commenced business 
under the above-listed ficti- 
tious business name on: 
3/06/2014. This statement was 
signed by Sam B. Hom. This 
statement was filed by Jean- 
ette Yu, Deputy County Clerk, 
on 3/06/2014. 

Mar. 12, 19, 26, Apr. 2, 2014 
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NORTH 
AMERICA’S 


BUSIEST 
CHAT LINE 





QuestChat” 








DOWNLOAD 


ry 
' FREE APP 


415.829.1111 
oF Eire | 510.343.1111 San Jose 408.514.0099 
Santa Rosa 707.583.1111 Other Cities 1.888.257.5757 


£1 questchat.com $25/50min F] ayonnen 


1.900.484.2525 ESPANOL 
*18+ _ 








381455 eee) a 
CrazyHorse-SF.com 4l 5-771 -6259 


> 


1994 - 2014 





MARCH 19-25, 2014 





Growers Recommendation 
Avadathe 













San Francisco 


1884 Market St 
Mon-Sun | tam-7pm 


(415)554-0171 


BANKRUPTCY 
ATTORNEY 


Call Dean L. Woerner 415-550-8799 
www.sanfranbk.com 





TATTOO & PIERCING 


Clean and Sterile * All Styles & Custom Tattoos 
Huge Body Jewelry Selection * Open 7 Days a Week 
Sun-Th: Noon-Midnight *** Fri-Sat: Noon-2am 





BANKRUPTCY-23 YRS EXP. 


Call Attorney James at 415-561-1445 
Available 7 Days/Wk+Evenings 


We Match Ary 7 
_ Local Competitors Price , 
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JDoctor.com 





NOB HILL CAT CLINIC 


Free Exam for New Clients 


(415) 776-6122 


or-Tailils Mico) mel i mereyiiliiliiiiiay 
one patient at a time. 


2366 San Pablo Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94702 
510-540-6013 
TTAYVAY YM aah’ae) ole Mere) an 





Wigensed|Medical|DoctorsfarelRroviding) 













Owntt & Ortrareo § 
i by CA Licensed MD 2 


. 843 HOWARD ST. 
SF, CA 94103 


isl TIME PATIENTS 
RECEIVE A PRE-HOLLED 


(415) 541-9590 
greendoorsf.com 






on Jose 


(365 Ist St i 


Mon-Sun llamn-7pm : 
408)298 6666 The Green Door Collective ts tcensed and regulated by the San Francisco Department of Heakh and Une State of 
€ Calton On) patents with cunent ver®iatle Goctee Posectiptins and a valid CA ID will De acmitted 


Retail Locations: 


San Francisco— Union Square 
San Francisco— Cow Hollow 
San Francisco—Haight Ashbury 
Berkeley—Telegraph 
Napa—Napa Premium Outlets 
Palo Alto— University Ave. 
Gilroy— Gilroy Premium Outlets 
Santa Cruz—Pacific Ave. 


510.866. 6217 GRAND OPENING 

2700 International Blvd, Ste 23, Oakland, 94601 

Cross street 27th St | One block from Fruitvale BART 
Office hours: 9:30am-6pm | Seven days a week 
VAAN leLarel are e740) Dore Colm ere) an) 


Compassionate 
Text AASTORE + zip code to 

23000 to find American Apparel 
locations nearest you. > 


Wellness Counseling 


“ieee 


¢ Real Doctors - Real Care 
¢ Professional & Affordable 
¢ Totally Confidential 

* Quality ID Cards 

¢ 24/7 Sate Verification 


Hany 

Hanya Barth, M.D. LOCAL PRICE! 

eS 1%877) PROT com 
1 (877) PROP-215 


1 (877) 776-7215 


Oakland | San Francisco | San Jose 
(1200 Howard St @ 8th St) 


American Apparel 













S 


Made in USA—Sweatshop Free 
Operated by Dov Charney 


PricelessyEvaluations 


Renewals 


Thon ANY Pest 


e #1 MostiTrusted Seaton Contor | STL 
~e All Patients Seen by Ca Lic Doctor, IN'PERSON , 


e HIGH QUALITY PHOTO ID’ Cards) 
*\Walk-Ins\Welcome' 


New/Patients. 


3 5)24'5 | 


We Will Match 
ANY Local 
Competitor's 


Waltk-ins Welcome. 


San Jose 
2633 Teleceagh Ave. £109 115K. 4th SL, Seite 906 
Mon ~ Sat: \fan - én ote t wast ame 
510-832-5000 Mon ~ Sat; 1tam-7pre * Sun 12-5 
Caklandivve juanaCenter com 468-098-0980 


"39 


EXPIRES 3/31/14 
tnest Erteg Ad: 1 i per reser 
= = LOCAL COMP PRICES 


**must natch proof of 
_ad to match to visit 
J 


——— 


t Oakland 

fee Mon-Sat 

as 11am-7pm 
Limited Time Offer. 


Valid with presentation of coupon. 
= ae 
Coupon not accepted for priority appointments. 





Www. PriceLessE ealaatione. com $J420.com 


